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laying before the public the employment of a 
• few leisure hours, the author neither«olaim 8 merit 
10 himself for any literary ability nor for posses- 
aing any ^extraordinary degree of observation: 
there are gontkdSen conn eoted with commerce in 
the Gulph of Gmnea, particularly in the oil 
rivers, he has no doubt, better quahfied to deli¬ 
neate the character and describe the customs and 
tnanners of its inhabitants than he is. Since, 
however none of these gentlemen have underta¬ 
ken the and as the manuscript has grown 
up to th^ size of a small v(il*'’ne, what was 
ed ^nly for the (imusement of a small family cir¬ 
cle, is introduced to tfle notice of the public 
Much information on the subjects treated cannot 
be expected from the officers of her Ml^esty s ves 
sels stationed on that coast; Ijjieir visits^ though 
frequent, are too short for them to se^ much of 
the Afncan character, who, on occasion 
receiving them always puts on his **Sunday face" 
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,y^htch ' fo.,giia£inucs TOar*as kng as thf^y 

f^rnttiA in iiffercourse with • 

^ If»nn)g made several to this country 

m the double capacity of Burgeon and trading- 

eapt'un, (as ibe^AIncans &t}]ethe agent of Eu- 

rnppen mcriliiiiiLs,) to one of tlic first mfucaiitile 

houses in England , and having been k pratedl^ 

brou;:;bt in contact with a great number of the 

iLihubitantSyiOn several occasioiKs for many con* 

'-leutne niontbs, tho ainhf>r, in t^pite of great 

ohstael#^'-. has acquired aomo infoinutioii, and 

also wjlnehsed some t‘Xtniorch!iaM^ scenes which 

« 

will b< laid before the rcade/ in ibo following 
j.ttgcs llo will have to dual chufly with the 
inhubitantB of one nation, but one, which will 
reftllv inclmlo a description of many others, inos- 
nineh as those diUcrint barbarous coiir lies on 


the Wi Toast very nearly resemble uaili other 
ill tlieir t u.sioms, and raauners 

I'he HiUhor regrets the occas on of some coftrsh 
evpiVfcsjons and allusions to be found m this 
work, but, as the people he giv^js an account of 
are m s*; debased a state as to render the convey¬ 
ing an> thing like ^ correct notion of them other¬ 
wise, inipossibk, he deems any farther apology 
,uniieo»*»8ary. 





The extensive rcantncB on the Wostern Coast of 
Africa extending between &»o mouths of Ihorivers 
Gambia lo about thirtden and a half degrees north 
latitude, and fiiltoen and a half degrees west 
longitude, and Angola in about ten degrees south 
latitude', and twelve degrees east longitude, called 
GIJINEi^ were not known to Europeans till to- 
wards ^e latter end of th^fifteenth century 
hTunno Tristaiwi^ H47 had advanoedas far as 
the river Grande in 11" S5' north; built was not 
till 1 i84 that Diego CaiA took the coast along aif 
far as Angola, and from thence to Cope Cross or 
de Padrona in 21" dO'south* To the first of 

t 

these voyagers, then, are we indebtet^ for ao- 
quainting us with the northern extiemity of th<^ 
Gulph of Guine^ and to the last for making 
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known to us the coast at its |outhom limit* 

Teral captains and conductors of expodiUona wew 
engaged m discovering the coast between thesa 
^two points 

Guinea Proper or Upper Guinea, is now, how¬ 
ever, ’Ostrm-ted between thb latitudes of 10° 10' 
north and 0° 30' south, CapqVerga being the 
northein and Cape Lopez the southern boundary' 
extending upwards of two thousand miles along 
a line of coast, embracing nearly twenty-two de¬ 
grees of longitude from west, eastward, and com* 
prising tho districts of Sierra Le6ae, Gram Coast, 
Ivory Coa^t, Gold Coast, Slave Coast or Benin, 
and Bufra, the last-montionod bight having 
within it ariotlier httlo bight called Pannava. 

Guinea is eupposed to derive its name from 
Ginnee, Jenni or Jennah, formerly a large'com¬ 
mercial emporium on the Niger It could hardly 
be ^ derived from J6nna on the Slave i^ast, a 
place of bomo note, ruled by a governor tributary 
to the King of Yarraba, "as it is not likely that 
the Moors should have wandered ap far southward 
beyond thoi^groat desert, Zahara. The Portuguese 
who made known, the enure west, south, and 
south-east coasts of Africa to the modern world, 
gave the name of Guinea to these extensive 
oooDtriesin the Gulph of the sai^e name, and their 
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Monarch, John the S^econd, in 1481—2, assumed 
the style and title of Sonhor do Game or Lord 
of Gnmea, cUiraing a right to prohibit other 
Enropeano from trading there, or even fending on 
any part of the#coast, and these prepoateroua 
pretensions were saiv^tioned by the Pcffio. R will 
perhaps not be uijinterestmg to the reader to 
tfaco some discoveries on this great continent. 

• It may be premised that Capo Sartel in 35” 47' 
north, and 5° 53' west, bein^ the north-west ex¬ 
tremity, to Cape Nam or Non or Nun—Noun, 
in latitude 28” 40 , was the only part known to 
European navigators at the beginning of the fif¬ 
teenth century, and from this point commenced 
the discovery of the other unknown parts of 
Africa, which have been given to the world. 

Stimulated by a desire to bo acquainted with 
the coast beyond the boundary to which naviga¬ 
tors had advanced, and by flattering accoun^R 
ho had received frrto the^ Moors of the country 
of Guinea, Pnnee Henry, a son of John the 
First, King of Portugal, by Philippa, daughter 
to John of Gaunt and sister to Henry fho Fourth 
of England, in 1415 took up #iis abode at St 
Vincent, the part of his country nearest to* Africa, 
and was the original promoter and director of 

the expeditions th«t led to the splendid discove- 
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nee to the meking of whic]|J, he devoted lus life, 
a&d by which his name is immortalized The 
4.WO ffmalJ vo€»sels dcppalclw d by tlic prince, reach- 
ed Cape Btip^dor in latitude 20', byt a heavy 
sea foanung and lashing that cape, alarmed the 
moniLDrs st; much, that they^were alraid of dou¬ 
bling It, so they returned liopne U is said that 
three years before this, a ship despatched ^ 
King John .had doubled Wad-noun, tbero is not,^ 
hovrever, sufficient evidence for believing this 

4 

statement. It does not appear that Cape Bajador 
was doubled till 1432, when Gihanez, from whom 
it rectuved its name, had the courage to make 
die attempt, which was succcbaful. Zarcu and 
Tnstaa Vaz re-discovered the beautiful and sa¬ 
lubrious island of one mountain, Madeira, in 
1419, for It had been previously visited by an 
Enghsljman, of the name of Macham or Maclan, 
agd also by the Spaniards This island uas at 
first called Saint Laurence, but afterwards ^Ma- 
from the Spanish word signifying wood, 
extensive forests having been found in it, which, 
on bemg^rod, are said to have burned for seven 
vears. 

In M40, Gonzalez reached as far as Cape 
Blanco, in latitude 20*" 47', and m 1443 Nunno 
Tristan sailed to the southward of it The last' 
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mentioned navigate^ discovered two of tlie iBles 
of Arguim or Arguin, forming part of a group of 
Binfiil islands situated to the south of papa 
Blanco. ^Dinis Fernandez reached Cape Verde, ^ 
the westernmost jiomt of Africa, in latitude 14* 
45' north, and longjtudo 17" 32'we64 in 4446, 
and during the following year, Lancelot or Lan- 
|4iroto discovered a great iiver between Cape 
.Blanco and Cape Verde, called by#tlie natives 
0^1 dec, to which he gave the name of 8anag4 
or Canaga, now called by tfio English Senegal. 
Lancelot this voyage (1447) touched at the Ca¬ 
naries, formerly ctiUed Fortunate Islands. This 
group of thirteen islands, situated between the 
parallels of 29^* 25' and 27° 41' north, and the 
meridians of Ji]'" 17' arid IS° 9' west, had. how¬ 
ever, bVun taken possession of by the Spaniards 
a hundred vears before, and was known to the 
ancients, being mentiontd by l^tolemy* whj^ 
rciLons all Ins longitudes from them, or from 
some one ])oint in them * Nuimo Tristan reach¬ 
ed the Rio (irande the Barae year, but in eoilmg * 
up that river was killed by the bldsd-thirsty 
natives f 

Antonio di Noli, a Genoese, one of^Pnnoe 
Henry’s dependents, discovered tlie Capo de Verde 
IsIandwS soriietime l^twcen 1449 and 1462. Tlu& 
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group of tea islande lays thiie hundred miles west 
of Cape Verde, between the parallels of 17* 12' 
and 14* 48' north; and the meridians of 22* 40' 
and 25* 25' west. Prince Henry the ^eat pro^ 
moter of these disoovenes, as before stated, died 
m 14J8, ^heworlcof disoevery however went 
on, if possible, with more enthusiasm than ever, 
having become quite a national passion, and th% 

Portuguese government prosecuting it, by the 

% 

year 1467 added Sierra Leon to their charts, and 
two years afterwards the Gram Coast The same 
year that the Gram ^Coast wa^- the 

Island of Fernando Po m theeBight of iiiufra wa*i 
discovered by the persem wJiose name it bears 
About this period Fernando G<^Tne/ rented from 
the Portuguese government, for 600 ducats, a mo 
nopoly of the trade of Guinea under bond to ux- 
plore 1600 miles morepf the coast. Soon after the 
^^^scovery of Fernands Po, at first called Ileiino- 
sa (the fair,) the Islands of Priuces*, Thomas v and 

O 

Anno Bon,—the other islands of the Gulph of 
Guinea—were fallen in with In 1471 Saint Cath¬ 
arine ingratitude 2'' 30' south, was reached by 
John de Santortm and Pedro de Escaiona. In 
1481 Alphonse died and was succeeded by his son 
John the Second when he assumed the title of 
Lord of Guinea. After tlus,c discoveries on the 
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Afirioan coast were wiU) renewed vigour, 

Diego Cam in 1464 sailed from Bltnina on tba 
Gold Coast,—the first Bnropean eettlement on the 
Coast of Ouinea, latitade 5*" 0' wh^ thetsastle and 
fort of Saint Getrge had been built three j'ears 
previously,'—to the Congo or Zaira, thb mci^th of 
which lies in aboi^ O'" 0' south latitude. lAfter 
idbeendmg the Congo for some distance—the 
•black stream of which is visible •m the sea 
for many miles before it commingles with the 
ocean and becomes invisible—Diego Cam re¬ 
turned, and reaching to die southward made 
Gape Cross where he landed and set up a great 
cross built of stones—hence the name—and rn- 
scribed on it the king’s name. Three ships un¬ 
der the command of the scientific and celebrated 
Bartholomew Diaz passed the farthest point reach¬ 
ed by Diego Cam and pursuing his course to the 
south, doubled the Cape of Good Hope, name^ 
by Wm Cabo Tonfuentoso—the Cape of Tempests 
.—and following the course of the land, lying in 
a north-easterly direction, made a small island in * 
Algoa Bay, midway between the proifontory of 
the Cape of Good Hope and fort Natal, which 
be called Santa Cruz or the Holy Cross Be 
Gama afterwards extended his researches to the* 
Arabian Gulpk €he Arabians long^ ^nreyioas lo 
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Gamas tima bad beeil acquainted with the 
aouth^east onast, where they had established 
themselves and at the island of Madagasoar. 

But if the great histarian of the anevents, He¬ 
rodotus, IS to be believed, the Phoeneclans six 
hunuxed ^cars before the ebriatian era, starting 
fronli^the red sea, sailed rounds the wholr of Africa 
into tho Mediterranean or North Soa, passii^ 
through tho Straits of Gibraltar, known ns the* 
Pillaps of Hercules, and readied Egypt The 
statement of Herodotus has been doubted, and 
the learned divided ,m their opinions; it is not 
therefore for me to exprestr one on the subject 
The fact, however, of hi-, having staled thiiL Afn 
ca 19 surrounded by water, except at the narrow 
neck of land called the fsthmus of Suez, and that 
the voyagera had the sun to tho north ot diem, 
(which he appears to doubt,) are strongqircsump 
tfAotis of tho voyage having been porfirmed llio 
Carthftgenians also lay ploim f6 having navigated 
the Western Coast to some extent, if not to having 
sailed round' Afrioa^ Passing through iho btraits 
of Gibraltar, Hanno, one of the rulers of Cartb- 
sge iriih thirty ttBOtteand settlera, which he land¬ 
ed oa 'wmioos parts of thp Coast of Barbary, is 
'supposed by eomo to have (eacl^d only as far os 
.Swic* Lmq. It ffi pritty otitain, at any rate, that 
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CITAPTER I 

I'lll-, lUanTS OF BENIN AND BIAFRA 

The Hjphts ol Beitin apd Biaii i,—The oil n7<*r8—D*- 
«»rriptioij of fhe -'ihe I tlaliarn^er — The Slave 

Imje in Iheiiull of^<!iiiinei—Women of Africa—Witch¬ 
craft—AInc i little knowfl—t> T nropeanH from 
MiahinA—Secrecy of the Inhabitants*—Instanc'esn of Secrecy 
Influence ot Priest*— Peuaitj bj PneHte—Brick _^floor 
not alloys ed 


Into* 1116 Bights of Benin and Biafra—Biafra 
bi^mg the innermost paitof t]je (rulph of Guinea 
—How '>omp till 00 and tw^'iity rivors, several 
whu'h are so man)boutlots of the Niger The Nun, 
^le principal hranch, emfities itself into the Bight 
of Bonin near the premohtorf at its ea«<tern ex* * 
tremity, where coramencos the Bight’of Biafra. 
Few of those rivers are nnMg*hblo*for vesaeb of 
uTiv considerable size; those of them that are, as 
iho Benin, the Nun, the New Calabar, the Bonny, „ 
die Old Calabar, ai^ the Comaroons, have for some 

B 



18 flAGlII or RflORE. 

yGiurs been known as the OU bivers of Africa, on 
account of thru supplying Europi'an market^, 
portiqulftriy tlie English markol, witli palm oil, 
^an article of considerable itnpfirfanco a com- 
raercial point of view The r^ers duiing the 
heavy^^ornedo mid rainj seasons meiease vasth 
in bulk, and the tide ebbing ^ih inrrtMs^l velo¬ 
city carries witli it shrubs ^nd trees toin up 
the roots, ciead niiimals and Idth oi f\(ry des¬ 
cription* Besid) th(' rivers, tit tliOM* '•* a {>t)s the 
vistas pour out from* the tiuuu t i iL'oojin un 
mense volumes of water mived v\ith a djak brown 
aJimy, foetid scum, wliioh nuiy be obsci\td sec¬ 
ond miles in tln^ offing. 

The length of shot e of the two bights is about 
a thouHand miles, pusenting a low monotonous 
appearance with sctu(‘cly an cmineDcc (if ft ot 
from Capo Saint Paul's to the Bight of Ibinuavia. 
^ great part of the coa^t is covered with trees and 
jimgle growing up from the mark to where, tbe^ 
watefr flows at spring tides. Where it is not fnn- 
^ged with a sandy %oacfi, the eternal mangiove, 
springing^ fi om its muddy bed some feet below 
highf water mark^'^xtonds along the ooabt and the 
margiua of tlie rivers, oreoks, and vi&tas, leaving 
.exposed the upper part of tlie roots, when the 
tide ebbs. To these roots oysters we often at- 
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tftohcd, which arc b^’bught to market in rows or 
olubters of half a score or so on each, firmly ad- 
hunng to them. In corfiing from the westward 
or wuKl^vmrd, or in moldng Feniundo 3^o on your ' 
ictiiTnui^ home, «t is quite a relief for the eye to 
lail upon the moumtains of that islaifd afffi the 

V4 

( amaroons, the RCt)w capped mountain of Rio de 
|i- \ of tiii' 1 itter pi.iop being thirteen thousand 
• f et ilio level of tho sea. • 

uas fo?Hu ily the anstonj for vcasols boiiiid (o 
Ncn'v < \diil)a.i and J>oniiy rivers to make the 
V.Hi, an,i Count down tlie six rivers hiug between 
It aiul ihc Cbiuarv* of these two rivers, but as 
uivigniion has of late years boon conducted on 
moic scientific principles and hotter educated 
ni< n emph^yed 11 tho oil trade, and as tho coast 
b* eii nioic uccunitrly surveyed, this has been 
hainJ unneoessliry Captitins of vessels now ©n- 
ilcavour to make the sixtliT river, or Sombreird? 

far fiom the v?bstorn ^jxtrcmity of the estuary. 
The distance betweiyen the^mouth of the Nigei;oi: 
Nun and the eastern extremitf of tlfifii ^gtuary is 
between sixty and seventy miles; t^o Atrfary it¬ 
self IS between seven and eight Ailes wide ’The 
mouth of the Bonny, the easternmost of two 
nvers, surrounded with shoals, and altliough 
there are two dapgt^ous bars to pass« tho pas- 
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sAjgf-e m and out is cpnaidercfJ comparatively safe 
for Africa. I suppose there are an immen^ 
numl^er of anchors on the bars and in the' neigli- 
, bourhood, in oonsequence of a heavy sep thai a- 
rises after a change of wind» heavy squall, 
>ih3oh /5aus<^s ships to he driyen from their an- 
chois, or from the masters cjjP vessels slipping 
them in order to make sail on the ship ^ 'j 

No part ^>f the coast of Africa has supplied 
Anienca and the West Indies with so many 
slaves as thb Gulph of Guinea^ and no part of 
the gulph has done more business in this nefa- 
nous and brutahzmg trafiSc, than the bights, 
and of all the slaye stotions^at formerly existed 
in these bights, the Bonny at one time, was per¬ 
haps the greatest mart, It^is now jthc greatest 
mart for palm oil. I believe at this moment 

V 

)>here is not a single et^tipn in the Sight of Bia- 
fra wbiire buBittess in iittnan hshigs is transacted 
With white n^n. There are however seventeen qt, 
eighteen slave stations in the Bight of Benin, hut 
BO blosely are they by the Un gliBh and 

french ci!^3ers, that perhaps not more than one 
slave sh^ in lonr^or fiveesoages the^ But ene 
successm voyage in font tk ive pays the mer* 
■ohant and agent ^ell. y®®*® ^ 

in the river just i^u^ed <^e Danish i^ept 
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oi a Brazilian slavel^ovtse, wkoinformod meheliad 
had twelve vessels consigned to him jrithm bttlo 
more than a year,—that eight of them had* been 
taken, alid that two had entirely escaped; and^ 
the other twowete then lying at no great distance, 
one at least of whidh he hoped would *suod5ed in 
escaping, in whichV^ent he should make plant) of 
Imoney for himself, and pour heaps of money in 
to the coffers of his employers Ttfis gentleman 
travelled about from river to rivci, and station to 
station, in a canoe paddled by six or seven natives 
He carried with him provisions^ a small cooking 
apparatus and all the little luxuries the nature of 
his situOtion would permit; and fallii^ into the 
habits, in a great measure, of the different people 
he visited, he carried out the maxim of being a 
Boman at Rome. This vigilance however on the 
part of the English and^f'rencfa governments is 
not doing away the evil, but simply eausiij|r 
Mie trade to be transfmed from offe part of the 
coast to another, since it is carried on as bnskly. 
as ever. All the men of war in the British Navv'' 
would fail of accomplishing tha^most desirable ob* 
ject—the entire suppression mf the trade To 
blockade some thousands of miles of coast, is 
more than the greatesjl; maritime power in the 
world oan^aooompUBh, even with the assistance of 
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Fcfnce. Although a deal of im^ 

b^n expended and the greateet skill, perseve- 
jraneq/ and ecientifio fippUanoee have been called 
, jptp requisition if possible to oonsumate ^an object 
so devoutly wished by the JBritmb nation, hither¬ 
to It bas fpiled, and must continue to fail unless 
diverted into another ohanhel/>a8 the s.urK* means 
used by the men of war to capture the slaversl 
wi^ be adopted by the captains of slavers to de^ 
detection and eiffect escape. 

The part of Africa of which we speak is called 
Uantrol Nigntia or Soudan; and the inhabitants 
foe^everal degree# boii north and south of the 
eqnmoxial line are denominated Negroes or Ethi- 
opeans. War and the slave trade have caused a 
number of tribes to be brought to the co^st, where 
they have become so amalgamated with the Son- 
dan tnbe that miy pecqbarity of phymcal appear- 
fnne they might have «s6ce pose^ssed is now lost. 

As to theii;^ morals, aJEthe West African tfibigs 
are much the same. With only some shades of 

^ difference of lighter or darker tint* The wo¬ 
men in this in all other countries# savage or 

civilized, are lesiP^brutal and rapaoions than the 
men; and on occasions thi^ call out the best ieel- 
of humemity sornetimetf display a degree of 
kindness you hardly expect towneet with. They 
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have app«used mlfy to'pity one wlien laliflur' 
ing under « severe parojtyem of inttarimttfeiH fe¬ 
ver and offer any httie thing they tbiujc will ddd to 
your confort or reltof. 1 cannot say howevertbe • 
hope of reoeivuig a little present may not have 
<tomething to do with it. When one «f ^itir bike 
IS accused of witcb<a'aft no mercy is sbosm. 
|Wbilc walking in tlie town of Bonny^e day near 
• to the house of a chief called Dappo^ J ohenpad 
a woman m the hands of a Dumber of harridMIl 
attempting to escape and shrieking dreadfully. 
She was quickly ladied ip a painful pnai* 
lion to a large gun that lay nemr the door, whoa 
<me of them forced a piece of folded cloth hatweea 
her teeth and tied it at the back of her head with 
such force aa to cause the blood to start from her 
nose and Some Bnglishmen happettis^ to 
pass at the time, we interfered and for some triBtag 
consideration persuaded them to release bm^irhi^ 
•Jhey did with no^ery g^d grace. , We found an 
enquiry th^ this unhap^ wonmn was suspected 
of oaosing the dehth of a man found w ‘ 

by witohetaft, for having paid har^a Iwd caaniUa. 

The mqnession pt the oountnaasoe of the people 
ffom the interior is tnilder* end they ar& leas ra¬ 
pacious add much hotter diaposifd ffanaiajly tbpn 
the inhehitanto coast. It la^a iapti hiiKtsdto 
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vety humiliating to acknowledge, that those 
blacks are the most depraved who have caltiva- 
ted ccquointanoe with white men—they having 
adopted all their vices but none of their^-virtues 
The customs and manners ofHhe African, pai - 
tioulally iC the central parts f.nd on the western 
coast of that great continorTw, are perhaps less 
known to Europeans than those of the inhabi I 
tants of any other part of the world, and that c 
shall long remain in a great measure ignorant 
of their country and of their poculiarities, seeiiii> 
more than problematical 

The European constitution is ill adapted to 
contend with the miasma aiisiog from the muddy, 
slimy, foetid banks of most of the rivers, and the 
generally swampy character of a great part of the 
coast, rife, as they are with fever, dysentery, and 
ague. The latter disease is attended with great 
/"xnaciation and prostriflion of strength, and it sel¬ 
dom leaves you till yot^ are dh the blue w&tc^ 
It IS not often fatal, pnd troublesome as inter¬ 
mittent fever is, it is hardly looked upon as an 
evil, for tfo long as you are the subject of it, you 
escape being attacked by the more deadly typhus. 
Should ■'you escape being affected with one or all 
of these complaints,—and few, if any who go 
theredo escape,—themtense h^t of the olimato,— 
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together with the bad effects of the dry, fevoribh 
harmattan or east winds, which prevail three 
months m the year, leave you m such irttate de¬ 
bility as to produce the usual concomitants,—the 
development of latent diseases,—even after a 
comparatively short* residence 
And yet this is* not the only difficulty with 
i?hich the inquisitive traveller has to contend 
*lhe natives, men, women, and children, are se¬ 
cret, oven concerning things, of tlie most trivial 
import, to a degree quite astonishing and incom¬ 
prehensible to Eiiropcansji particularly to En¬ 
glishmen and Frt^clupen Perhaps the first 
word u child is taught to lisp is ''anemea” I don’t 
know It IS a futile task to attempt to extort 
jiny fiuit, even from a child or drunken person, 
contrary to his wish What ideas you do obtain 
of their notions of good, »vil, God, &c , will be 
from a chief or chief-priest, both of whom are,* 
jTi* some measure, heyoivl the consequences of 
tattling. • 

I once interrogated a boy whom I paught m 
the act of stealing a piece of cloth, as to what 
were his prospects m the next wSrld, m the event 
of my causing him to be thrown overboflrd for 
the sharks to devour ^‘Anem6a^'* was the an¬ 
swer “ What," saill I, don’t you know in what 
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countr\ Tnu will live after aou leave this 

■tf » 

“Anr'niea, Ik'w should 1 lvIlo\^ ^ I ho poor bo) , 
go Vif'k gentleman ' T thouglit I would ask a 
goiitlomun, or chief, Avho coolh rophr^ that iht 
du-junitn (priest) kni'w tvevy tiling, and that 
wit' lift *i Ju-]u roan, a* laol lie knew I was 
well acquainted ^MLh I th(«i iipplitd to the Ju¬ 
ju man, vho, m his turn, ph ruled tliat he 
not a genUoman, hut a poor (KMlof a lii-ju# 
man, ana consequently knew nothing , and that 
I had hotter give luni a pu'oe of cloth to make 
Ju-jii p^^la^l^ foi my^sa/e aiiiv.il in i^lngland at 
the same tune aliv respeetuilly rchrred me to 
* gentleman 'who kntw^ eAeiy thing 

Now this r(‘&ervedne^s did not pioceed from 
having no notion, though peiheps not a verv de- 
tinite one, of a future stat<’, hut from a disincli- 
rnition to let one jinow an\ thing on anv 
.subject • 

Jhen another gieat^ difliciiltv in the wav .of 
acquiring or imparting^ inloimation,, or of indu¬ 
cing them to adopt om niciie civilized customs, 

IS the alinost^iinbounded influence of the priest¬ 
hood, wdio exerMse the powei of hie and death 
to a feurful extent. I'or a very trifling infringe¬ 
ment of tlioir ecclesiastical laws (which are so 
blended with umI laAv*^, thui^tis an matter 
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to find occasion of ofrcnco), a chief is ordered'to 
proceed some four t)r five months ]ourney, thi¬ 
ther and back, into the interioi, to cicnsultj the 
Grand Juiju, as he i^ called, to the cliief’s grout 
hinderanoe to b^«•ne'^s, and at no trifling OApenst 
and trouble And Irat is worse tlian rfll, .Jioiild 
he n(>t come down *with a handsome douceur in 
tju ^liiipe of Knglish goods to b()th tlu' pru^sts at 
^loine aT(d the (iiund dii ]u m the interior, he 
need iievc'r expect to find his wa\ hom^’ again 
Innovation is dreaded h} the priests 
havf‘ wit enough to know th^it if a slight advance¬ 
ment only, in civih/utiou weie made, it would 
rapidlv progiess, and tlieir piiestly power and ar~ 
roganee would speedily b( thrown ofl 

T wijl just 1 elate a little circumstanee in illus¬ 
tration of ihur disinclination to adopt European 
custom^- , 

Obs^Tving a large gnam> crawl out of .i hole 
in,tli»^c mud floor (*i a King’s suting-room, while 
conversing with bun about a dash or preMnt 1 

was to take him next 'vovnge, I ofleied 'to 

* 

bring him a ([uanlity of flags bricks, to 
biy the floor Me seemed plcaMl^d with the pro 
posal and after musing a short time, replied, iie 
would consult the priest and tell me the result 
On calling next dir^» be informed me that Ju ]u 
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would not allow it. This is a small matter in 
itself^ but sufficiently indicative of the power the 
pndsts exercise over, even their kings. Being 
subject to rheumatism, he is very kindly permit¬ 
ted to use a piece of board as k footstool, to pro¬ 
tect Lim Yrom the damp, during the rainy season 



CHAPTER II 
THK RIVER BONNY 


Ihe Bonny river and town—Birdo—Fish—Qnadnipede— 
b^naken, and other K^itiieM—Chamelion —Dying Fieb— 
lofeott—Harmattan or Smokt-s—Pnokly-beat—Cro-cro 
—TornadoeH— Hainy 8eat>on—Kingof Bonny—King Peppla 
and bi8 atteiidaatH—Mode of Bitting—Breakfast—Slava 
uailc'd to a cank—Their ingratitude 


The river Bonny la}s nearly north and south 
and IS about four miles ^de at its mouth, and 
vanes from three to four fo*; about eight miles, 
wh^ra It receives a^ Jarge tributary stream. Both 
Sides of the river are covered with mangrove, and 
there are several mouths of creeks and small viA- 
tas that open into it When the tid^recedes, and 
particularly at neap tides, in sczme parts of the 
nver it is not more than two miles wide, aod the 
mud banks which are left bare emit exceeding* 
Iv noxious effluvia ^ 
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Four milus from the mouth on the east bank 
of the nvor, is situated the town of Bonny, cal¬ 
led 5)y the natives Oulomi. The kinff and a few 
of the principal chiefs have their houses close to 
a crock on tho noith side of thi town which du¬ 
ring the rumy season is full almost to overflowing 
b(uag nearly on a level witli the floor of their 
houses On paying visits, it is customaiy to pull 
up tbjscicekin your boats, and Lind at the outer 
courts of their hoU'^e^ by pulling the boat along 
side of n piocv' of wood and clsiy enibunkinont 
and slopping from tjio gauw^ilo into the court 
During the dry s»HXhoii llie a reek is nenily dried 

i 

up. 

There is no remaikable gt ographical feature 
in this river Every part of its banks is low wi<b 
theexcrpljon of an elevation of a few feet ntli'li 
3 own, a village on the opposite side hunng 
Uie heavy rams most^ if the bouses m the towns 
and villages are only acoessibi^' from the ’river 
side of tlio town, by wpdmg up to tlie knees in 
mud and water As might be expcctc*d, dining 
this period, ^he natives suffer a good deal from 
fever and dysentfci^v. There are a few gi .int cotton 
trees m Bo^ny town, and a clump of tall trees at 
Peter Pertis Point, or Peterside, a village a little 
above Bonny, and also on Jie oppo&itc si do of 
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the river, and there arc hero and there a few c(V- 
coanut tieep, and some varieties pf the palm 
There is a small fringe of sandy heacUJjotsv^leii 
lloniiy and Ju-ja town, a village, a miL within 
the nioulli of th(' iiwcr, where the w dl known and 
respected friend of wliite men, Jack Brc^n? the 
pilot, lus men and a few small cliiefs reside The 
lost of the scenery corisisis of water, nunkbanks, 
niangiovi',—mani(ro\e, watei, •aid mud 
hanks |]>, i( IS haullv a lull fh(' size of a mole 
mil to ta 30.a, eiilirr oo th(i bunks of the river' 
r lio' ((jfime of t]i<‘ mwn Moiis crfieks that 

ixn.r«(r the cuunti’^« in (’veiv diicction There 

^ a/ 

»r« iV ]i ijulsome cacti .md some other flowers, 

' iih .iMiiiTous parasitical plants, and an occa- 
-humI li^iio, chill pepper, plantain, and banana is 

^ eii 

Buds »)f ver} beautiful plirmngo arc numerous, 
i arc rdso a variety of specif of wild fowl, and 
.anyiift specie3 of vTlItures,^ and at some seasons 
-\hitc brii*sted buds of the prane species, congre¬ 
gate in great numbers on the mud banks, and 
devour the small fish and garbage left by the re¬ 
ceding tide, but the songster hot heard, the 
anly music you hear is the croaking of the hull- 
trogs and the beating of the wooden drums by 
slaves paddling about«the nver, or in the creeks, 
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ill atteudiDfjr the Ju^ju palaver on shore. Th^ 
triubie of the drums is far from being disagreeable. 
I ^ever saw but one Pelican here It was 
brought to me by some natives who shot it in a 
creek<» during the rainy seasoq, and was looked 
upon^by4.hem as a rora avis, I had it skinned 
and cooked, but it tasted too strong to be fit for 
the table 

The rrv^ers and creeks supply the natives 
visitors with abundance of fish of various kinds . 
the mullet and a Itfrge fine fish very like a salmon 
but not so nch, called salmon inge, are the com¬ 
monest The estuary is aljnost alive at certain 
setiHons with black whales, porpoises, and shoals 
of fish, of a smaller fry Sharks abound at all 
seasons, and almost corltun destruction attends 
falling overboard, or getting out of yourSepth m 
bathing, or washing^ These horribly voracious 
creatures, though of ynmense size, often seize hu¬ 
man beings in the act of washing in shoal jvater 
The master of the ship I traded one voyage, on 
P/fturmng from outside the estuary, whither he 
had gone with a vessel bound for home that 

be might mal^ himself familiar with the bars, 

cm r^uming duftng the night imfortuDaUly up- 
net the boat among some mangrove bushes, near 
U'l the Bonny town, when ^ shark seized an arm 
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of a. j)ooi Krouman oiid took it off by tlie shoul¬ 
der joint lie looked wistfully at tlie-captain 
and his comrades, who had got astride of the l^ot 
tom of the boat,—turned his bleeding side towards 
them and was about to strike out for the boat, 
i^hich had drifted a little way from him in the 
interim, with the remaining arm, when ho was 
seized and swallowed by the monster In this 
^.ay, on the bottom of the boat, were the remaiu- 
a©r during the niglit, drifted down the river, sur¬ 
rounded bv bliiirks Another Krouman who could 

mf 

not keep bis seat \\as swallowed whole It is no 
formidable undertaking for *some species of tins 
extraordinary fish to swallow a man whole, since 
It IS not difficult lor a man to pass through 
widely-extended jaws of one m my possession, 
althoug^l) it IS thickly studded with very sharp 
lows of spear-like teeth. At day-break the boat 
had drifted to within a few fathoms of BreaJcci 
Island, an islet lyt{»g in the centre of the estuary, 
whfere a solitary fisherman was at work, but he, 
Jieedless of their distressed situation, continued 
to ply at his occupation One of the few' left on 
the boat, a sagacious Krou-lad ^fteen or six¬ 
teen years of age, bethought llitQself of an ex- 

a 

pediont to save himself and his companions 
Watching an opportunity while the sharks w ere 
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gamboling about thorn, for a clear jump, ho 
dived to the bottom, and being almost amphibi- 
ous^from the habit of being so much in tlie watei 
in his own country, crawling along the sandy 
bottom, he reached the island lu safety, and in¬ 
duced the fisherman to put off in his> canor and 
pick the others up and take them all to tlio ship. 
I rewarded the fisherman well, although he had 
behaved so^ill in not rescuing them soonei, botl^ 
on account of tlie service he hadrendeied, and as 
an induoemont for "iiim and others to give as¬ 
sistance m future when required Had ho 
been as well acquainted with European cus¬ 
toms ns people that are daily among the ships, he 
would not have required prompting to go to their 
assistance, inasmuch as he would lui\e known 
that a handsome reward would have follo^Ved his 
services. Perhaps he thouglit that they had 
been turned adrift some bad conduct, and 
that by interfering he might plaice himself m the 
position of a culprit,* liable to punishment*or 
dbath. such a notion would be quite m accord-- 
anco with the practice of chiefs in his own 
country. 

qundrupete approach near the coast ex¬ 
cept elephants. Those animals may occasionalJy 
be seen in the dry season^ in droves near the 
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mouth of the nver whore they go to bathe m tlie 
dear wat(T, when a few hardy spuitsmen will 
sally out to shoot them Sometimes a solitary 
hippopotamus winding Us way through the largo 
creeks, enters the aver for a short time, hut soon 
returns to more congenial retreats, the'banks af¬ 
fording little or no pasturage. There are but 
few d(*er, and fewci leopards and tigers, inasmuch ‘ 
3 and most wild animals fly tho hahitatious 

of m an 

Snakes and other reptiles ani numerous tlie 
whip snake, eeutapede, and scorpion are the com 
morie^t That singwilar and harmless reptile, tho 
chamelion, is very scarce 1 once kept one for 
ten weeks, duiing which period it appeared to 
live without food, for although I tiicd to tempt 
it to oat, with a vaiiety of edibles, it tasted none 
of them, but from its habit of frequently shooting 
out Us long, slender tongue, Z supposed it support¬ 
ed ijf(^ by insects tf)o minute to be perceptible to 
the naked eye In changing its colour, the cha- 
melion is not comparable to the dolphin for the 
rapidity with which the changes tahe place, nor 
for the richness and depth of thcf*colours The 
sudden flashes in the dolphin from blue to gold, 
gold to white, and white to brown, or nearly 
black; or the gradual departure of one colour, 
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suocec'cled slowly by the almost imperceptible tint 
of another, which gradually deepening till it be- 
con^es intense and brilliant, is one of the most 
beautiful and extraordinary phenomena in natural 
history. That great, ugly, la^7, disgusting rep¬ 
tile, the guana, is domesticated, and has the ho- 
noui of being the chief god of this river. 

Mosqiuttos swarm in mjriads, and are a dread¬ 
ful pest to^Euiopeans Night after night have^ 
laid awake, attempting to drive tlu'm away with 
my cigar and a nrfuve fan, longing for the cool 
breeze that sets in early in the morning, to ijarry 
tliem away before it Sometimes it is absolutely 
necessary, to be enabled to procure any repose, 
to employ boys to fan you all night This ofTice 
two or three lads take in turns with the ceitniuty 
of your awaking should they cease for one mo¬ 
ment to agitate the air. The beach near to wheio 
the ships arc mooreij, is sandy, and produces in¬ 
numerable sand flies. These minute insects 
caliso severe itching and irritation of the skin 

This and the adjacent rivers and tlie coast,— 
indeed all t{ie country of the bights, is unques¬ 
tionably the most unhealthy part of the world 
The* disease mbst fatal to Europeans, and to 
which they are moat liable, is a fever of a low 
typhoid character, a disq^ that often runs 
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through its stages in a period barelj siithciont’to 
develope it in European countries 

The liarmattan or dry season which comAicii- 
ccs early in December, and continues for three 
months, is the diost unhealthy part of the yeai 
The winds which blow steadily from the north' 
cast over the deserts, for days together, arc loadc'd 
with minute particles of sand, causing the coi- 
^ncis of the mouth, and the eyes anfl nostiiK to 
feel very dry, sore, and hot. ^ The nights are vrr\ 
hot and oppressive, and the air being stagnant, 
you have hterally to gasp for breath. The si a- 
men, often imprudently leaving their berths in 
the forecastle or their hammocks suspended fnun 
the raftefs that form the frame-work of the hoiise- 
ing of* the ship, lay about the decks and render 
themselves exceedingly liable to this complaint 
Ji^uropeans suffer dreadfiTlly from prickl) iieal 
and the bites of mosqui ttos Snd sand-flies Trou 

bksCme as the prickly-teat is, you are glad to 
put up with it, for Its sudden disappeaiunce as 
an almost certain precursor of fever, whicli \ou 
never take so long as it remains oht. Ihe skm 
IS covered with a rash that /lauses intolcnihle 
itclimgf which 18 aggravated by the flaniKT gar¬ 
ments which from prudential motives, are worn 
next the skin Tift musquitto bites sometimes 
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ulcerate, and the troublesome itchy sores often 
remain open till either a more congenial season 
has approached, or you put to sea, and are cooled 
and refreshed by the sea breezes The natives 
art subiect to an aflection called cro-ero, a dis- 
that resembles a loathsome one in England, 
known under the name of the Scotch fiddle, 
fliough why it should be called the SroMi-hddlo 
I cunnot surmise, as our Scotch neighbours ard 
not more hable to it than their brethren of the 
voutli The cro-cro*' is a very troublesome and 
disagreeable complaint causing the shin to peel 
oil in patches, and leaving the surface rough, 
sinning, and mottled, like leprosy The coimtrv 
In so shrouded with dense exhalation^, called 
stnokesy that for days together you cannot sen 
tvjee the length of the ship; and vessel*^ that 
Ijttve anchored outside^the bars, reinmn till they 
deal away The torijadoos that commenced with 
great fury in November gradually decrcasg in 
sti'ength and frequency* as the smoke nr harmat- 
toh season advances, and continue with greater • 
or less force qnd frequency till June 
March, Aprik and May, are the healthiest 
month;?, the weatHbr being calm and serene, and 
being accompanied with pleasant breezes, disease 
is less prevalent, though whj^te men are hable to 
It at all seasons. 
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The rmn} scftson sets jh the latter end of Mrfy, 
01 beginning of Juno, and cotitmues till the mid¬ 
dle or latter end of September During July 
and August it rams almost incessantly, except 
for an l^mr or tw(;»in the middle of the day, and 
biich rams whon attended withsqualls, •it pours 
down, dienching you m a minute should you 
happen to bo abioad unprovided with a good boat 
«^loak and a stout umbrella • 

From the middle of September till the setting 
iti of th(' dry season which may be said to con¬ 
tinue till June, the weather#ib more settled and 
agreeable, reseinbteg the months of March, 
April, and May 

The dominions of the King of Bonny extend a 
few milfs beyond the town into the mtenor, and 
on oaeh side of the river His name is Pepple, 
and in speaking of, or m •addressing him, he is 
designated King Pepple He is a tall, thin, ra- 
thetawk^^ard lookftig man^ about four or five and 
thirty years of age, of cqpplexion inclined to 
yellow, mild expression of countenance—of per¬ 
fect negro contour, in which cunning, doubt, 
and duplicity are blended Wherf not labouring 
under mental excitement, he is gentle in fais man¬ 
ners, and professes to be, and I believe really is, 
greatly attached to hw head wife, who is no other 



40 


KING PBPPLE. 


tKan his own sister. Pepple’s queen and sister 
IS the most amiable black woman I have ever 
kn6wn She is kind^ gentle, and afTectionace, 
and loves the hog, her lord, supremely, and one 
would think could not deceive him m oP)thing, 
yet I haVe seen her, when his majesty has been 
dohng out his country money to purchase 
household things, with a good deal oi address, 
secret a oo*n or two, at the same time slily winic 
at me to keep silent, so strongly implanted in 
their nature, enforced by habit, is the propensity 
to steal. “Show me a black man, and I will 
show you a thief," has become proverbial with us 

Pepple's arms and legs aro too long to be pro¬ 
portionate to the rest of his body His hands arc 
small, his fingers long and tapenng, onc,at least 
of which, 18 usually encircled with a gold ring of 
no great value His^eet are of enormous pro¬ 
portions, being nearly twelve inches long, the big 
toe of one or both bging garnished with n^cmin- 
pdon metal ring, and one or both ankles with an 
anklet of metal or ivory His palace, as ho in¬ 
sists on having his wattle and dab house called, 
is as liumble as the dwellings of his subjects, 
though in his own estimation, no doubt, it is a 
very splendid place. 

His majesty is the most^opulent chief in this 
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part of the country, for independent of large 
ground out of his subjects, every ship that goes 
to trade within its territory pays a consider4bli' 
amount in goods for that privilege, so that his 
revenue is a very handsome thing, yet he enga¬ 
ges largely in commercial affairs. Not^thstand 
mg, he IS often embarrased in his mrcumstanceH 
or would have white man behove so, to induce ‘ 
ftiem to come forward and meet his wants with a 
da^sh or present One might wonder why ho should 
harass and perplex himself with trade, when he 
has such ample means of living and keeping up 
his state, entirely independent of it, if not aware 
that wranghng and trying to cheat the white men 
with whom he deals and the black men that take 
his English goods to market to trade for palm oil 
and provisions of various kinds, constitute one of 
his greatest sources of pleasure, as it does of all 
his countrymen Without •trade, having no ac- 
quaiAtance with b?)oks or Jiardly any other source 
of intellectual amusement,* their time would pass 
very irksomely. 

Having business with him, I calted one morn¬ 
ing at his house, or palace, smeS he will have it 
so, and found him seated at ms breakfast^table, 
attended by a girl about ten years of age, just 
budding into womanhood, in a complete^ state of 
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TMiditv, and two or three lazy lads of nbont the 
flfiTne ap;p In England, the girl would be called 
a child,—in Africa, undoubtedly a woman The 
expression of the countenance was that of m()deR- 
ty and extreme BubmisBivcmeas,—the sort of ex- 

m 

pressipni^^o graphically pourtrayed in th(' counte¬ 
nance and figure of the slave presenting the 
vessel of water to Pilot, m Smiike’s uint;nificent 
painting o(,Chrjst at Pilots Judgment Scat I 

It was tl^e dutv of the female, only, to ndmin- 
Tster to his sable Maiefitv’s wants The bovs snt 
at a little distance, iij their country fashion, which 
iH precisely similar to that adopted by children 
when about to engage in a juvenile game called 
leap-frog 

The meal consisted of the ordinary vipnds of 
men of rank, namely —oheoca, inge, fou-foii, fon- 
lou, and tomeneroo , rfinglico, fowl, fish, mashed 

I 

vam, soup, and tomfco, or palm wine, served up 
m vessels, in which size, quTiIity, and pa^.tem 
had not been studied,^ and placed on the table 

w'ltliout any thing like taste, or even much regard 
to order. , 

On this mancs countenance, usually so placid 
and perfectly indWfercnt on the reception of visi¬ 
tors, was a slight expression of self-approbation, 
ns of one, who m violence tc^s own feeling'-, had 
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floiip A goofl notjon The day being fine, he wa« 
fitting III ail open court of his house near a door- 
loatling fiom his sleeping apartment, over 
^vhi(h n projecting roof protected him from the 
P(‘orcljjiig rays of a,vertical sun. 

On hib left in the open court, stood perfectly 
erect a fiiic looking, intelligent negro, opposite 
the door l»y which my friend and I^ad entered, 
with hi 9 hack to a huge water cask, to .which his 
liands A\erp stretched out and nailed,—a ten a* 
penny niul being driven through the palm of 
each hand, and plaited on thci, inside of the cask 
“Halloo," we sirnuU^neously exclaimed, “what 
palaver now' King'*" “Cbi,' he said with great 
nonchalance, ‘ dat fellow bo big tief ’ “Well, 
what ha^'he stolen “Better you take soinc 
(hop," (all kinds of food is called chop,) 'and 
then I must tell a you " So we folded up our 
white cotton j.ioket sleeves, and assisted his majes¬ 
ty tc^iscuss fou-fsu, ingo, <kc , without knife, 
fork, or spoon , and w'Cre informed that the slave 
iihd(,^rgoing punishment had been sent that morn¬ 
ing on board one of the ships, moored hard by 
in the river, for half a dozen wMte^ship biscuits, 
and had returned with only five^and some f fig¬ 
ments Whether or not he had been supphed on 
board ship with six ^biscuits, I cannot say, 
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fcut ihink It hkelv enough hu had as tliev 
are so liable to get broken in pa^^sag-* firjin 
England, and in unp.icking Ho^l•Jvel iha Iving 
thought he had, and that was quite bufh( nnt ro 
bring down upon him the vcITigeance ot lLis nre- 
sponsible tyrant 

After a little palavering with the king, w(^ got 
leave and stt about liberating the piisonei, and 
a hard job we had to draw out the nailb with* a 
pair of stiong pinctirs. The piisonor begged us 
“pad'' (pardon) and “tank" (thanked; us a thou- 
sand times and looked really grateful, but so 
compelctcly devoid is the West African of grati¬ 
tude, that I have no doubt ho would have cut 
either of our throats half tm hour afterwards to 
obtain a striped cotton shirt not worth a«shill mg, 

if he were sure of escaninsr detection and punish- 
meiic 



CHAPTER III 

rOIA(iAM\ 

Polygamv—Wnc*>—King of Ashantge—VVnrg of Ohifft—*’ 
Most of the wives purthasi’d—Children offered for flale— 
A chief perplexed with his wnes—Head slaves allowed two 
or three wives—Women guing hhrth to twins c*r bearing 
more than four are todtath—Awful punishment for 

incontinency—Treatment of the old and infirm—Woman 
stolen by Bo^ijesmans—Treatment of captives. 

In IP) Eiistern country is polygnin} practised lu 
MU li ^’vccss as on t?ie Western^coast of Africa, 

fni iheie a mans desire ^for women is only 

% 

bounded by tho extonc of Jus resources to pro¬ 
cure them. • 

Solomon was a King of §reat moderation, when 
compared \\ith the King of Ashantee,who posses-^ 
scs no fewer than three thousanc^ three hun¬ 
dred and thirty three wives, a gm^^ptioal number, 
which on the occasion of a deatlt, is iii'^tantlv fil- 
led up out of a number of gUfls kept m reserve 
for that purpose 
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Higher up the Gulph of Guinea the pecumary 
means of the kings and chiefs are more limited, 
consequently they are obliged to confm<. ihein- 
Hclvcs to a more moderate number I know sev¬ 
eral residing on the bunks of die nvers to the east 
of, aud'communicating with the Niger or Qurru, 
and of the adjacent rivers, who havefiom fifty to 
three hundred The head wife or queen, so 
styled by the kings and chiefs since England h s 
lately had a Queen for Sovereign, is geneiully the 
daughter of a person of ^ome distinction among 
them, and her children, if she present her husband 
with no more than four, and tliese singly, aie look 
ed upon as somewhat supeiior to those of olhei 
wives, most of wdiom arc hi ought from the luteiior 
wheie they are purchased of their paren^ts for a 
trifle when children or young poisons 1 have 
had children oflered to me for sale, of seven or 
eight years of age, for a quarter barrel (251l>s) of 
voyage gunpowder and two jfieccs of coijiinon 
,priiited cotton, wortl\ in all about fifteen shil 
lings 

Their gross outrage of the laws of God and na¬ 
ture, in this, Sis in other cases, meets with Ae 
punishment of cWgrin and disappointment, as 
few of the men are fathers of more than one or 
two children, notwithstand^g their exceedingly 
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great aui^iety to become fathers of a nutn^rous 
offspring Ami to keep such a number of women 
in ord(‘i lb no easy matter. I Inivo seen a duel 
b(j perplexed and distressed aftei being woined ab 
most to death by a lyt of wives, jealous because 
he had presented one of them with a butjiuh of 
beads or some other tiifliug thing, that he bus 
been consti allied to ucknowledgt* that “white uiau 
fat^non be best, he hu\o only one wif(3 

A few of the head bla\es ot ihe kings and great 
chiefs arc allowed one or twM) and sometimeB three 
wives, whose offspimg is more numeious than the 
vivcs of then masters^ But in ihe Bonn}, woe be 
10 tlio women who have tw6 children at a birth oi 
who ever bi’coino mutheis of moie than four, for 

th^*n the children are destioyed and the women 

§ 

oanished 

The gniatest possible m&[jlt you can oflbr an 
jnliabiLaut of thih place, is to^eall lam **nam~a- 
yhouhia' moaning one of twins, or as tliey would 
s.ty, half a man nam-a-shoobia also conveys the 
idea of being the son of one of the lowei animals 
The liendTiko expression of the oout^tcnance of 
u chief when applying this dreadful^ blasphemous 
language to a slave, with armband two ogen 
fingers extended, pointing at the unlucky offender 
aud thus intimating by gign as well as speech that 
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li(‘ js only half a man, is one of those displays of 
human passion often witnessed but not easily to 
be described or forgotten. 

From the unnatural manner in which women 
are distributed amongst this portion of the “lords 
of creation,” it need not he wondered at that the 
low( r class of slaves, which compose the great 
hulk of the population, and the women genornliv, 
should not be proverbial for continencv. Wla ii 

n ^ ^ •'a 

one of the lower class of wives is found guilty or 
strongly suspected^of irregularities, the husband 
satisfies himself with “cow-hiding” his mistress 
with a whip composed of thongs of twisted bul 
look's hide, dried inr the sun, and wrapped wuli 
copper wiie The real or imaginary culprit being 
lied to a rafter of the wattle and dab house, hei 
arms at full stretch above her head, tht* brute ol 
a husband commences the operation of flagplla- 
tion which he prol<;>ngs over a space of twelve or 
eighteen hours, administering to the unfortunate 
wight a i^avy thwacS with his formidable instru¬ 
ment ofiorture every fifteen or twenty minutes, 
an the bare back and shoulders, the woman shott¬ 
ing “anemea’L ( I dont know) and “ofourie’ t 
general negative) at the extent of her voice till 
lost in a gnmt or groan. 

1 was seateai one in the house of the 
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thon most powerful cluef in the Bights oT Benin 
and Biafiti, when thn'c men suddenly entered, 
dragging and pushing before them the chief's first 
woman, said to have been caught in criminal con¬ 
versation* with the br/itlior of a neighbouring chief, 
slnieking and making the most violent elTurts to 
escape. After a short conversation had passed 
between th(^ chief and his slaves, not one word of 
vjnoli I understood, for it was m a laiiguiige for- 
eigii to that spoken on that pait of the ooast, tlu' 
chief ^luhlenly dicwfrom an alTigator s skm seab- 
baid attached to his side with a handkcichief, a 
large kinf' of nativ^ m'liiufactuie, twelve inches 
long and three broad, at tfio Inoadest pint, speai- 
point d and shaip oil both sides, and m an in- 
siaiit plungi (1 It into tlip woman’s body and rip¬ 
ped !’(T up A knife jueciselv ^innljir to the one 
dt^s( nbed now lavs befote lUiA^ Ifei legs, aims 
and lu’ad bejng hacked off wjth uhiiit bwjjrds by 
the three slaves ukile the unhappy creature yet 
hi.'athed, were throv\u, aloiy? with the trunk, in¬ 
to a creek to feed the sharks, with which this 
country abounds. • 

But certainly the most ingonioiis punishment 
for this offence is that by “sa-n<5” (cayenne pep- 
pel). The first time I witnessed a scene of this 
description, both the add his paramour were 

D 
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^porftted upon at one and tlje same time, mid 
notwithstanding the seveio di'jciphne they were 
subjected to, my risible faculties were peweiful- 
ly excited The culprits were thrown on tlu 
ground and held by the asms and l('gs h) two 
pow^crfhl men, while men and women bf'lungirjg 
to the household, promiscuously stufredi\ 'i\ open¬ 
ing in the body with bruised cayenne peppm , tie* 
])ooi wretihes m(‘anwhile scieamiiig and wnthi^^ig 
in intense agony As usual, I mtoiloied, but was 
<|iuclvly met with tin* intcnogatiy “what Ling 
you want my captain, must I kill ’Om ’ 

One of tlio first things tbal strikes a pci son on 
miMug witli the inhabitants, ib the iiuinbfu yf pei- 
soiis he me(‘ts with, blind of one eve I liu\e of- 


ten asked the cause, but could ne\ei g<^'t a satis- 
i’actoiy answer Cayenne used in the way men¬ 
tioned would be sure*10 producemflamation, which 
would probably teraninate in the loss of the sight 
f)f one 01 both eyes , though undoiibh'dl^some 
may become blind the eifect^ ol the sun's 

rays In the event of both eyes being lost, 
likely that vlie sufferer would be taken to a solita- 
ly place in the bush, or on the beach, and ftnue 
lc|^ to 

sod^an old or infirm person, ulHicted perhaps 
with leprosy, banished ^om his home and his 


piu .feh, he It IS not an uncommon thing to 
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liiumK, h’lt'li as the 3 \ aro maka a sli.d witij a 

«» 

bamboo mac and a cuuplo of tn ks, gather a few 
hram oi ulo-^ and 1- ivo, make a fii' and Ll\ 
down .uid die i’ausits and childu u vUieu cli-' 
i \-'\[ and t^ood fcA nothing too often bufha tla 
'aiHv* fate as the slaves Art^oiding to tUT Leviti 
' il law, le[)(’is 'le not jillnwcid to remain vvitlj- 
in Hi:) < n)'|), but who ( anthat th< > wto* 
tji'> if d tfid t ik m eare (d with' vl, nifd heath ‘ii 
\wIt- 1 >'IiU ilns and Cic lo^ot t^ull uT 
iiKiili kindle ss pud nihi lem iindf'i aiUiction 
.iThl .iKcisity, hut this people e' o i to nil 

^ a ‘ of sh.’rne, ’ff>etion,,nnd gratitude 

l>eioi<* closing tin. chapter 1 met not forget 
to mention a tab odd me by on" id'the chiei .Tu- 
j'l mie#of tlie country, of the Bosjesmans oi 

Bu-lauHn A i oupmt of this race appeals to be 
SL itteicd ovei uJ'iiO'.t eveiV pint of Afiicai, al- 
tlumg]i, so fai. <is wo an' ficc[iiainl('d, confined 
pinny pally to Southern Aiiice. They appear to 

bf‘ quite a distinct people • 'I’hc Bosjf'srnans lead 
a wild, wandering, lawless life Tlipy are lean and 
of low statuic,—the colour of their sluii is a dirtv 
yelbiw-biown,—their noses are flap, cheekbones 
high, and their physiognomy Soars some of the 
other characteristic features of the Hottentots. 
They arc neither sheplftrdsnor husbandmen, but 
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live on wild animals, fish, locusts, snakes, and 
insects, roolB and fruits, and in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the Cape of G(>od Hope, by stealing cat¬ 
tle and comnntung other depredations on the set- 
tJed inhabitants Then dress consists of the 
skins 6f wild animals or sheep tied round their 
necks, sandals of •bullock's leather bound round 
then loot and a dirty greasy cap on ilieir heads. 
A bow and a lew poisoned ariows, .i caliibash a^d 
a broken ostrich egg, and two or thi(‘e glass mats, 
constitute the rest of their utensils, fuinituK', 
and paiapheinalia Then language is a clacking 
sound of the longue, tlicir SiJDtenecs teinunating 
with a peculiai drtiwd 

A wife of one of the chiefs of Bonny suddenly 
disappeared and leturned to her home after a long 

absence It appears that while fishing one day in 
a creekncai the Audoiiey river, ahoide of Bushmen 
set upon her and humod hei into the bush jp a 
subterraneous dwelling where fiom fiftoen to 
twenty of these people were congregated Being 
a fine young woman, the head of this gang of 
maraudeis made her his wife Dunng her in¬ 
carceration in this place several captivesr were 
biought and made to undergo almost unheard of 
tortures previous to being eaten Each wrist of 
tlie victim being tied vi^Kli cords made of split 



WOMAN STOLEN 


tough tendrils to its corresponding ankle, lirst 
one ear is cut off, then the other, then follows 
the nose, after this an eye is gorged out and a 
piece of wood ember dropped into the socket, then 
the other eye, the*lips and tongue follow next, 
and so on to the other parts of the body, wliicli 
1 forbear, from feelings of delicacy to the leader, 
to mention 



CHAPTER IV 

’slavery 

ry Condition ol slaves at home—Olo sarnficps a man 
t very day—Human sacrSficos to vl'e dead— Pear nf white 
men—Ke^oiling enmos—'^luve trade unlawful 

Si A\ KRV Ht the bust is a bitter draught and none 
dunk it more to the diegs than the jiiajor- 
ity of the African slaves at home 

Formerly, Finghsliluen laboured undei tlte com¬ 
mon but false impieosion that most of. the slaves 
deported fiom Afiica jvere in hiueli the same state 
of soeiet) at home regarding then fioedom, as 
the poorer classes iti this country, and the pic¬ 
tures, and poetry depicting then capture by white 
men, inducing commisseration of tlieir nihappy 
condition hv the kind but imstakcii Incnds of 

m 

this persecuted people, tended to foster the idea 
For any number of Euif^^peanN to capture and 



feLAVr*? AT HOME. 



I Min nwfp a ik uro, D( \t to irapOBsibfe As 
iiii<Jit n child attempt to enter a lion’s den 
and carry Hwa^ a half grown liun from its parents 
Lniiding on the const nt all is often a difficult 
inatiei, .uul (*aptnins of men of war as well as of 
lueicluint «^liips are mdehU d to the serviesrof na¬ 
tive pil(»t' i'vr piloting iheir ships into and out of 
h.nhoin h sides if the natives ore so minded 
e:ni l.etake themsches to the busl^or thread 
llhir AMi\ iliive.oh loinr nairnw, tortuous creeks, 
in then eann^s to plnces of safety, at least from 
llie white piiisui \ 

Th c negroes ^oldjo the nefarious traffickers in 
slaves, are alieady in a state ol slavery Properly 
speak iLg there are only two classes of people in A* 
fneo, thc^ mantel and the slave Among the lattei 
100} be cliissed nearly all the women, who, though 
called \MV(‘s, aie vntually m a state of bondage 
tlie master a proud, ciuel, dcsipotic tyrant, whose 
will lb his law, thc«blavoa poor, miserable, degra¬ 
ded picc e ol UH'chanism, su^ c ct in body and mind 
to a capiicioiis and degraded,.master An Eng¬ 
lish donkey i'' comparatively happy creature, 
and much le‘-s inhumanely treated or its master 
f ills und('r the lash of the officei^f a humane vse- 
ciet} ,—the negro has no low to protect him, and 
he IS usually ill fed, ^orse clothed and lodged, 
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has no will of his own, and his master can sell, oi 
maim, or kill him at discretion 

Imagine to yourself Olo, king of a country a 
few days journey from the const, sacrificing a 
human being every morning ninder the notion of 
propitiating his gods, and in away too one would 
think could hardly he surpassed for baibarity 
Sometimes liis majesty, with the concurrence of 
the priests, chooses to have the victim crucified in 
the way coinmonljy practised by the ancient Ro¬ 
mans, with the head downwards, and sometimes, 
though less frequently, the victim suffers tlie 
horrid death of impalation « 

On learning the above facts from Awauta, a 
very intelligent Ju-ju man, I remarked to him, 

4 

would It not bobettei for king Olo to \gI\ three 
hundred and sixty five men every year and sacri¬ 
fice some animal of Itfss value “ True" he said 
with some bittciiiess (he had been a'great slave 
dealer and was ruined^in consequence of thq sup¬ 
pression of the slav^ trade in that part of the 
coast) “but you English no will’* (wont allow its 
to tiaffic in* slaves ) 

Or imagine^a Grand Duke sacrificing ^several 
huadred slaves fit one time to his diseased prede¬ 
cessor! Of these some are burned alive m one 
oonoimon grave; some lashed on their backs 
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to bamboo sticks and mats, and are floated down 
the river till picked up by the large, horrid ground 
sharks, and the rest disposed of not less inhumanly 

A great deal has been written and said on the 
ciuelty formerly practised on the slaves m our 
West India colonies, and no doubt sever^onsure 
was merited; but their lot was happiness compa¬ 
red to their wretched condition at liome. Weref 
ijn offer made to the newly imported African bred 
slaves to convey them home again, and land them 
at their former master’s door, I am persuaded the 
offer would be rejected in ninety nine oases out 
of every hundred. » 

The slave dreads falling into the hands of 
white men from the mistaken notion that he is to 
he fed and eaten, or immolated at the shrine of 
their gods; but this fear is, no doubt, soon dissi¬ 
pated, when he finds thatf he h;is daily only so 
much woik to do, that he ta better fed, allowed 
to marry, taken ftire of ip old ago, and has the 
sabbath and saint days, iu catholic countries, to 
Idle away bis time, or receive fehgious instruction. 

The Afncan slave, at home, is uiftjuestionably 
the most degraded being on the f«!be of the earth. 
Crimes of the greatest enormfty and the most 
revolting to humanity—crimes which caused the 
destruction by fire of^wo of the largest cities in 
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thfp world, nearly four thousand years ago, are 
committed daily, and that with the knowledge* 
f)f the chiefs and priests, who lo(>k upon their 
abominations os a matter of coui’-c Even 
animals (I will not call them ihe lower animals) 
are maih^the unwilling participants of the odioiis- 
ness arising out of such an unnatural state of 
society 

The quQKtion naturally arises, wdiat can 
done for them ‘ Change their fetters from a 
black to a white master‘d’ By such a step, no 
doubt, their moral and physical condition would 
be greatly advanced. But thare are two words 
to be spoken to it—we must not do evil that 
good may come ” ‘‘And 1 ^ that stealeth a man, 
and bclleth him, or if he b(‘ found in h^ hand, 
lie shall surely be put to death” me the words of 
unerring truth , !Manf of the slaves sold to white 
men are stolen, and intestine wa»s fermented 
thereby , and as the rogeivor of^tolen goods ;s os 
bad as the thief, the* purchasing of slaves is 
equally unlawful as stealing them Civilizing 
and ohristiailizmg them in their own country are 
the only legitfmate means. Tliese are teing 
trieik with but indiflferent success, and according 
to all human probability, ages must pass away 
before the A fnean can Ins place aiAong the 
civilized nations the earth. 
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None m c more opposed to the deporting of 
slaves fiom Africa, than British merchants 
and then agents, for if uninfluenced by higher 
motives, self-interest alone, would induce them to 
oppose slaveiy, as •where the natives are allowed 
to carry it on, all legitimate employmifllts are 
stopped, for they will neither manufacture oils, 
bees’ wax, gather gums, hunt elephants, or fol-^ 
l^w any other occupation whatever .to enable 
them to procure English goods. 

In the words of a great divine, “I here regis¬ 
ter my testimony against the unprincipled, anti- 
Christian, and diabolical Slave Trade, with all its 
authors, promoters, abettors, and sacrilegious 
gains, as well as against the Great Devil, the 
father of it and them ” 



CHAPTER V 
*FETISH 

Jii ja or Fotish—Different things termed Ju'ju—The Gunns 
\enorated—Consec^uences of inju(?ng one—>Juju house 
and Its decorations—Traders made sacred—^Paying Visits. 

The word Ju-ju is of very^significant but of va- 
ned meaning The fetish man or priest js called 
Ju-ju ; so is the chapel and the altar The tutelar 
gods, such as the guana, shark, turkey-bustard, 
monkey, snake, &c., !lre also called Juju. What 
IS Ju-ju m one locality is eaten or despised and 
hunted down in another In the Bonny the 
guana, an ugly reptile, five or six feet long, of 
the lizard species, is the principal Ju-ju, and is 
held in the greatest veneration The priests are 
ver^ capricious, and sometimes take into their 
heads to destroy on# Ju-ju, and elevate another 
animal into its position. ^ Ten years ago, the 
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monkey was Juju on the left bank of the Boniry 
Biver, but something having been stolen m a very 
mysterioub mariner, the monkeys got the credit of 
the theit, and priests and people had some battue 
davs, and destroyed and eat hundreds. I hap¬ 
pened to be there at the time, and maiiy a fine 
old grey-benrded fellow did I see brought down 
from his perch, thrown for a few minutes on a 
\vood fire till the hair was singed oil, .but beloro 
being a quarter cooked was eagerly devoured by 
the hungry slaves Nor did the Ju-ju men de¬ 
cline to eiit a tender morsel 

Tlio guana has |jad his head above water from 
time immemorial It is allowed to crawl about 
the houses and ohapq|s^ and if it should seize a 
fowl or ^othei domestic auimal belonging to the 
poorest person, it is allowed to devour it without 
molestation • 

Whenever a person of th^ highest rank meets 
a guana m a nawow pathway, he politely steps 
aside, and often addresstjp it in terms of praise 
and supplication. 

A small guana having been taken •accidentally 
on board a ship, in an empty pakn oil cask, on 
crawling out was observed by m chief, wbo«ex- 
pressed great alarm and anx^ty fOr its safety, but 
assured us it was a hPigpy omen for the ship and 
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crew, the oae would be well loaded with African 
produce on her departure from his country, and 
the other preserved from sickness. After addios- 
sing a few words of caution to it, he caiefally 
took It in his arms, but not fvithout a good deal 
of rcbxotance on the part of the reptile, placed it 
in his canoe, and pulling ashore, landed it gen¬ 
tly on the beach 

Another instance of a guana finding its way 
on hoaid ship had nearly been attended with tia- 
gioal consequences One of the coopers not 
being aware that the guana is Juju, nor conse¬ 
quently of the consequenoei that would aiise 
from any injury done to it, cut about a foot of its 
tail Several scores of natives were on board at 
the time, and were so alarmed that th^y all in¬ 
stantly betook themselves to their canoes in the 
greatest trepidation, every moment expecting the 
ship would sink, or^ be struck with hglitniiig-, for 
his having dared to offer such an indignity to 
one of their gods. Formal demand was made by 
the priests, tlirough the king, for the perpetrator 
of this awfully sacrilegious act to bo given up to 
thorn for punishment, which would certainly be 
deq^h, and eveny native was interdicted tradin|[ 
with the ship, or even going on board under the 
heaviest penalty. This called ‘"putting mark 
for ship.” 
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The trade ol the ship being thus arrested, arid 
tho prospects of the trader and owner ruined foi 
that voyage, unless concihatoiy steps could bi' 
takenj and anaugements made witli the kin*; 
and the Ju-ju man, a meeting took jdaeo be¬ 
tween the natives and the tiaders, au^it ^^as 
ultimately airanged that the ship should pay 
a huge quantity of goods, on oonditiou of th t 
cooper being pardoned, and the interdict legaid- 
ing trade removed 

White cloth IS Ju-jn, and tho wearing of this 
colour IS confined to the kings and priests 
Great quantities used for du-ju purposes, 
such as burying with their d( 3 ad and decorating 
^ac^lfioes 

In N^w Cdlabni the shatk is Ju jii, and cloth 
or any other aitiele having on it the figure ot 
any animal or thing is Ju^u, but m a sense dif- 
lerL^iit t i w lute cloth in the •IJonny, for n is not 
worn Ol used in my way. ^ 

The breeches and boo^ of kings, which aie 
used only on state ocoasioift, and in which they 
appeal to be as comfortable as one ifiight imag¬ 
ine a man to be in the pillory, are^u-ju to every 
body but themselves, since nc^ other person m 
their dominions are allowed to wear them 

In the siuue sense 3^ umbrella is Ju-ju to the 
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»!ave, its use being confined to the kings, chiefs, 
Mnd puests 

The European trader is mnde J a-ju the first day 
he goes on shore in that capacity , and I wish I 
could add that he is always religiously regarded 
^as a srftred person, for he has occasionally been 
placed in irons and I have every reason to believe 
that life has soniolimes been taken by the admin- 
ibtration of a veiy subtJe poison. 

As I mentioned before, the vessels are taken 

c 

into the rivers by native pilots, wheie'all their 
movements are stiictly watched by the kings 
emissaries 

( 

Immediately on putting foot on shore you are 
conducted to a Ju-jii bouse. The Juju house 
IS an oblong building forty feet by thirty^mnde uf 
wattle and dab with a mud floor, and decorated 
with' human sculls aiid other human bones, and 
the bones of some cnimals. A mud altar at the 
upper end of the room is raised tliree feet above 
the floor on which i% a little deal table and rum 
and tombo in square glass bottles placed thereem; 
also a littld wine in a common black bottle, af^ 
tumbleis and' wine glasses and other choice**ar- 
tic^es winch had been begged or stolen on board 
ship On the wall. above ithe table is usually 
hanging a very rude carved figure of a guana, and 
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on each side of the table a large olephfltfifs tusk 
carved in the same rude manner with the figuie 
(»t a guana, of tobaooo pipes, and imaginary fi* 
gures of things neither in heaven above, or in the 
earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth 
In front and on each side of the altaf, is if niim* 
; her of drums'^ of different sizes and tones, made 
out of sohd pieces of wood, on which on par¬ 
ticular occasions, two or three men •disGours<^ 
very indifferent music by striking first one and 
then another, with the greatest rapidity, with a 
^ short sticl^ so as to produce a kind of tune. A 
priest in attendance.leads you to the altar, and 
after pronouncing a few words in umntelligiblo 
jargon, dips his fore finger into a hole in the cen¬ 
tre of thp altar, containing apparently nothing 
but soft mud, and makes a dirty mark, the size 
of a wafer, betwieen the .eyebfows. He then rings 
a bell suspended from the roof, for a minute or 
two, and a novice firesents ^you with a pint glass 
of tombo. The priest no^ shakes hands with 
you, the ceremony being completed, and you 
are Ju-ju, the dirty mark on your forehead bemg 
the distmguishing characteristic. 

Then commence the visits of ceremony amd 
^ business. If it happen to be the rainy season, 
the ground is very wetland dirty, and as there 
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‘are no other beasts of burthen, you mount the top 
of the shoulders of a stout negro, and sit astndo 
his neck, and laying hold of his woolly hair to 
keep you steady, trot about from house to house 
At every house you are expected to take tombo , 
to defefine d^ing so on the first visit, would be 
considered a want of courtesy or of confidence. 
The hquor, however, is grateful to the palate, 
and , refreshing and stimulating withal Your 
round of calls occupies several hours, and before 
it IS completed, yourself and hack are heartily 
tired. Next day is usually occupied in breaking 
trade, as it is called, that making or rather 
fulfilling treaty with the king. 



CHAPTER YI 
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Til )U room ttiid docoralious—Making Ju-ju—Amulets—Cer- 
t monies over the *diad—Feeding the dead— >Miibic— 
\nmversary of the death of the king's mother—Shavuig— 
Aiting dead men—Gnef at loss of friends. 

i 

Every gentleman has his Ja-ju room, every 
great gentleman his priest, and the poorest 
householder erects a little altar, and ornaments 
It with such articles of vertu Sshe can command. 
I have often seen a sheet of Punch's Picture 
Gallery, or a sketch from the Illustrated London 
Newspaper occupy a conspicuous place; and a 
carving of a bird or tortoise of their own rough 
and unskilful workmanship, ^with a tobacco pipe 
or two, a paper snuff box, and an empty bottle 
comprise its decorations If the proprietor bo 
fortunate enough to possess rum or tombo, it is 
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there sanctuarized, none but himself daring to 
approach the holy place; so that in one sense he 
may he said to be his own priest. 

A gentleman never leaves his house on plea¬ 
sure, or business^ nor returns to it without going 
to th^ altar and pouring out a little tomho or 
rum into a glass dipping a finger into it, aifd 
touching variotfs parts of his body, at the saide 
lime mutieringa prayer, and after partaking of 
a little, pouring the remainder on the ground, as 
a libation ^o his Ju-ju. 

An amulst is always worn round the neck, and 
one is often worn on each arm and leg, and ano¬ 
ther carried in the hand. Without {this safe¬ 
guard he never leaves the precincts of his do¬ 
mains; with it, he fears neither devil, nor any¬ 
thing else, always excepting Ju-ju. The priests 

find a lucrative trdde in the^ manufacture and 
sale of these prectous Ju jus, made of bones or 
wood, and twisted ig^ith wire,« and bedaulied with 
blood and mud, andistuck with feathers. 

The kings and chiefs are buried in the grand 
Ju-ju hoiises. As soon as a person dies, all the 
household chllects about the body, and 
iheh commence a* dreadful howl, in the Irish 
style, wMcb they oontinoe for eeveral hours, till 
quite hoarse and exhausted. They are allowed a 
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liberal quantity of intoxioating liquors, to euable 
them to keep up the uUaloo. Among the Jevrs tbi 
Sanhidrin were obliged to make a degree, to re- 
a train the drinking {o ten cups of wine each, on 
similar occasions. It would be well if these wo- 

V 

jaea were restricted to the same quantity pf rum 
and tombo. Nombera of goats and fowls an* 
immediately sacrificed for the benefit of the de- 
cdased. and the body is sprinkled witli the warm 
blood. The headless bodies of the fowls are laid 
upon the corpse, and when they flapliheir wings, 
which they are almost sure to do immediately 
after decapitulation, it is fooked upon as a happy 
omen for the future welfare of the dead. At each 

■j 

flap, till life becomes extinct, the whole of the 
spectators simultaneously make a deep expiation, 
producing a sound similar to that issuing from a 
paver, when using with his ^eatest force a hea- 
vy beater. The corpse, wrapped in white cloth 
and decorated with glass b^ads, is placed, witliout 
a coffin, in a deep hole prepared for its reception, 

left un¬ 
covered. A woman with a Iooky}g-g^as8, now 
steps into the grave, and oryiqg, or feigoing^to 
cry, holds it directly ove^ ^e face, then on each 
side of the &ce», meanwhile catlipgupon the dead 
person to speak or get up. A |ar of rum is pi a- 


the face being the only part of ^ the'bod 
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cod at tlie head, and a quantity of cloth and 
bonds, with other articles most valued by the 
deceased, thrown into the grave, every friend or 
acquaintance contributing a^ fathom of cloth, or 
some /)ther little article in^ token of respect 
Tornbo and rum are freely circulated while this 
ceremony is proceeding, and not a few become 
intoxicated before the grave is filled up. 

At certain penods for many years afterwards, 
a gr.md Ju-ju day ^is held in honour of the dead. 
The priest and the members of the family put pn 
then holiday garb. Drums are beat, elephant's 
tusks with two or three holes bored in them 
to produce difl'erent tones, are blown, demijons 
struck on the mouth with the palm, in short, a 
concatenation of most inharmonious sounds is 
pioduocd, and a regular hubbub c^reated Into 
a round hole left at the head of the grave, a 
quantity Sf mashed *yam, squeezed into balls, is 
dropped, and gallons of tombo out of calabashes 
poured down The ^ceremony concludes with 
dunking tombo to intoxication. 

The people are greatly alarmed at the thoughts 

of dying, away from their friends, where attention 
in this way might not be paid to the Ju-ju 

A boy whom 1 had intited to accompany me 
to England, made this his only objection. 
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What way I do/’ said he, ^‘’pose I die for Al¬ 
lah miDge/’ at sea, '‘no man live for "big wa> 
ter” to give cloth to Ju-ju# The expression 
" Allah” minge or God’s water, must have been 
got from the Mahomedan priests in tlm in¬ 
terior, as It IS well known that there are some at 
Sookatoo, ,Yaoorie, Boosa, and other parts on the 
Niger. 

^n the anmversaxy of the death of amear rela¬ 
tion of the king, all the traders,»and captains, and 
surgeons, are invited to dine with Ids majesty 
A substantial dinner is provided chiefly by the 
shipping, and served up -in the English style. 
Dinner being over, plates, dishes, mustard-pot, 
glasses, and every article of crockery-ware, are 
dashed against the side of the room, and three 
times three cheers given. ^This is considered as 
a great honour offered to both the dead and the 
living 

For several successive ^days after a death takes 
place, women walk about *the towns singing or 
chanting a melancholy dirge in honour of the 
virtues of the deceased. Thpy go two and two 
having hold of each others bands*like children. 
One of the first two improvises *a short sent^e 
or two, and the oUior occasionally strikes a de^i- 
ijon, which produces a low, hpllow, unmusical 
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sound, the rest joining in ohorus, olap their hands 
in time to the demijoa. 

The surviTers farther express their for 
the dead by causing their heads and other parts 
of their bodies to be shaved, *and by laying aside 
all finery and ecudi wearing only a piece of grass 
cloth of native manufacture, the size o| a pochat 
handkerchief, such as is used by the adult male 
slaves. ^ 

The (^oration of shaving is performed by old 
women who are very expert at their business. 
They begin at the crown of the head and soon 
proceed over other parts of the body^ where their 
office is called for without using lather, or even 
a strop to sharpen the two-shilling-per«dozen ra¬ 
zor, but frequently draw it across the palm of the 
hand* The bare idei^ of having one's chin oper¬ 
ated on by such a barber with such an instru¬ 
ment is Enough to*brmg tears into' ones eyes» 

I mast not forget ter njention a outioas osstom 
whioh I never but onto witnessed Having had 
oooasion to see King Fepple on pressing busi¬ 
ness, I oalfed at his house early one morning but 
did not find lum at home. The proinfteof a 
bulioh of beads indnoed one of his women to di- 
rest me to a large Ju-^u house where 1 found h« 
majesty, along wiS a dozen of bis prindpid sub- 
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jects, wrapp^ in oloaks and blankets stretolied 
on the floor apparently asaolaun^ the oharaoter of 
dead men. The king spoke a few words re^neist- 
ing me to call some other day; however I wont ih 
the evening and again next morning and^found 
them still there and itf the same positibn. On 
asking the king what they meant by personating ^ 
dead men, he said “it be for my father.’' As 
the remains of his father lay in that Jli-ju house 
no doubt it was intended as an act of aervioe^ or 
respeel. 

i hkve seen the AMoan really distressed on 
the death of a reladcm, partionlarly if a ohild: 
My coxswain not having made his ^ppearan'ee 
for a whole day I called at his bouse 16 enquire 
the reason of his absence' and found him in great 
distress ehed^ng teavs almudantly He was a 
man of forty or forty flve^ and had two wives, 
but only one'ehild. His child, about t year old 

had died^ 1 asked him the danse of his‘ child’s 
death.^ “Oh/' said he, “it be God Almigtiiy's pal* 
aver/' an mtnnation that it had^not been destroy¬ 
ed by witchcraft or any othm* tmlawfbl ineans. 
“ Well then my good fellow" \ regli^, ^*don't Weep, 
God Almfgbty knows best what to 4o with your 
child." “Time/* mid he, *‘bnt he was my sdn and 
1 no have w'^tothdr,’ have bthsr ohiU. 
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They have sometimes a strange way of expres¬ 
sing their grief, though perhaps the grief is not 
less real for their odd way of showing it Hav¬ 
ing to call upon a small trader of the name of 
Antipcj, one of the most intelhgent men in the 
plac(^, and wh6 had beeifin England when a boy 
and spoke very fair enghsh, I found ihim half 
drunk but evidently m trouble. He presented 
1 IK'with tOmbo saying “drink captain I be vcpy 
glad to day, my mother be dead *' I expressed 
my surprise at his rejoicing “ Ohi” said he “it 
be best, my mother was old woman, 1 no bo 
young boy. Suppose Hiad died first what would 
liave become of my mother Any body might 
have kicked her—and said go to h—what place 
you son live now, you have no son.” * 

Tho above elegant Epglish of Antipo is a mild 
specimen, not very creditable however to rthe 
sailors of by-gone days, to whom the African is 
indebted for such a kn<Twledge of the English lan¬ 
guage as he does possess. 



CHAPTER VII. 

SACRIFICES 

Sacrifices—Goats and fowls sacrificed—Wear h\e fowls about 
their bodies—Decapitulating pacnfioes and sprinkling the 
blood—Getting up a Ju-ju—Poats sacrificed—Impalling 
tortoise 

Whether the African’s notion of sacrificen have 
been traditionally handed down from Moses or 
are of a date anterior to hi^ institutions, is not 
our province to consider. 

It may however be remarked, in passing, that 
after the manner of the Hewbrews their ol^ects 
of saciifice are clean, as*the goat, and what 
would perhaps be esteemed by the Jews as eligi¬ 
ble for the purpose^ the domestic fowl; and must 
be perfect, “ without spot and blemfsh," and that 
the blood is sprinkled and never eaten. 

On the other Hfknd, after the custom of ancient 

( 

heathens, tombo which is as dhich the national 
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bavepigQ of the African as wine was of the Jews 

and their gentile neighbours, is poured upon the 

living animal and the offerer is almost covered 

with blood from head to foot and he keeps him- 

% 

self in that condition for a length of time 

Unlike the Jewish priest, the African—resem¬ 
bling his brother heathen of old the Egyptian, 
Oarthagenian, and Greek,—is always under the 
influence Of intoxicating liquors whilst perfona- 
ing sacrifices, and often to suoh a degree as to 
prevent him being able to distinguish between* 
clean and unclean animals; indeed hard drink¬ 
ing constitutes a very considerable element of all 
their religious observances and amusements 
Their present well being seems to be the great 
object in view in making their ordinary sacrifices, 
and has not reference^ either to their past sins or 
hopes of a future state, neither are they considei- 
ed in any way figurative of things to come. 

Their manner of demoting animals to their gods 
fills one with horror and disgust, fully exempi Ty¬ 
ing the exclamation of the psalmist, ^‘The dark 
places of the earth are fall of the habitations of 
cruelty 

^In traversing the irregularly built towns you 
can hordjy fail coming within"^ the preoints of 
a house where fo\x do not find some animal 
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in an agonizing position at tlie shrine of one of 
their gods Domestic fowls are mostly used for 
snciifioes because they are the oheapest. They 
aie generally tied by the legs to a post or branch 
of a tree with the head hanging downwards, and 
there left till death releases them from theih' mis- 
(rv and are afterwards allowed to remain till 
they decompose and drop to pieces 

If a man be at all unwell he D^eaf^ a live chick- 

• • • • « * 

en within bis shirt, if he happen to have one on, 

tied round his neck and laying upon his breast 
When the poor bird flaps its wings or chirps, the 
man considers it a happy sign, supposing the 
bird to be sufTcring pain he expects soon to be re¬ 
leased from, or which otherwise he would have to 
endure. • 

_ i( 

When the blood of the fowl is intended to be 
used sacrificially the priest* bolds the bird in his 
left hand and a slave takes pld of the head; the 
priest then at one stroke jrith a knife severs the 
head and holds the neck tight to prevent the blood 
being too suddenly discharged. 

The recipients of a sacrificial favour now step 
forward, and the priest, slackening the hand that 
grasps the neck, allows fbw «drops of blood to 
flow, which he ipriukles otol various parts of their 
bodies, and at the same time touches their fore- 
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heads and sometimes other parts, with the body 
of the fowl. ' 

I have seen this favour extended to a slave 
with an iron collar round his nock and chained 
by It to a door post, for somo-oflTence or other, likt' 
all English bull-dog,remindiDg one of the tieat- 
ment of slaves m pagan Borne 
When the head Ju-ju man of a town or village 
IS a little ^‘hard up" from losses m trade or g«un- 
bhng, he holds a grand Ju-ju day and all the in¬ 
habitants present themselves for priestly favoius 
filach individual presents the priest with a crook¬ 
ed piece of copper worth about twopence halfpenny, 
called a manilla, and a fowl, and in return receives 
a touch of the fowl he has just handed to the priest 
T3y this means of “raising the wind” the priest will 
lealize as much in one day as will keep him for ma¬ 
ny weeks Sometimes^the fowls are returned to the 
poor people, and they are occasionally ' hung on 
sticks or branches of tr^es near the priest’s house 
and are considered in some sense Ju-ju, as no naigk 
IS allowed to touch them; but an European may, 
and I have taken as many at one time as made a 
good mess for«all hands on board ship ^ 

•Live goats, like fowls, are exposed near their 
dwellings and often within a few feet of the spot 
where the gentleman takes his meals and receives 
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Gonipany. The hind feet of the animal ore placed 
together and tied to a post or tree six or seven 
feet from the ground. The fore-feet are then ta- 
IvGD hold of and tied below, the animal being at 
full stretch; or the head is placed uppermost, ju&t 
according to the caprice of the sacrificer TfSc 
head and the whole of the body is now tightly 
lashed to It which causes great pain as you may ‘ 
learn from its complaining. They will sometimes 
remain for a whole day m this position before 
life becomes extinct. Decomposition rapidly 
lakes place, and tbe smell of^the putiid carcass is 
so exceedingly offensive and noxious as to be vor> 
likely to produce the diseases they are intended, 
among other blessings, to cure or avert. 

When Jihe animal is designed for sudden des¬ 
truction Its head is held by a slave, and a priest, 
or the master of tbe house in the absence of a 
priest, suddenly draws a ki^ife across its throat 
and cuts it to the spine. Some part of every per¬ 
son’s body is touched with it and a little of the 
blood daubed upon him. It is then gutted and 
thrown upon a fire, partially cooked, and after¬ 
wards eagerly eaten. « 

The harmless tortoise, impelled on a short 
stake IS oocasionly seen m the inner courts of their 
houses, but whether placed there as an offering 
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or out of mere w iintoimess and a love of crueltV 3 
] ofinnot say . < 

lu cJobiug this oliapter on the sacrifice of the 
1(»\\(T animals, I wish 1 could close my account 
c>f their religious burbarities. Still greater inliu- 
ifaiiifies have to be desciibed as practised on rlieir 
fellow man 



CHAPTER VIII 
HUMAN SACRIFICES 

Trailing prisoners—Jack Ketch—Deoapitation~«Ccoking anti 
eating human fleah—*Priests—King Fepple eats King 
Amacree'a heart—Sacnfioe human beings to the god of the 
bar— Shipwreck ^ 

Nojhing ,so much excites an Englishmans 
disgust to the A&ican character as their sacrifi 
oing human beings^ and the way they afterwards 
dispose of them. 

Prisoners of war are bound hand and foot and 
thrown into the bottom of their canoes or nailed 
by the hands to the gunWale and thus brought 
home to bo saoriheed and eaten. Truly **theii 
throat is an opeu sepulchre ” Neither women noi 
helpless children are spared An^ adult is too 
heavy for the masts of their caijoeB to bear, but it is 
not an uncommon thing to see infants and child* 
ren brought down from the interior hanging from 
the slender masts, suspended by the middle 

F 
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The office of Jack Ketch, when the victim is 
intended for sacnfice, proptrly belongs to the 
priest The method of taking hfe is by decapi¬ 
tation with a sword or matchet. The instant the 
head falls, the priest seizes it, and biting a 
mouftifiil off the neck, swallows it. For ordina¬ 
ry executions, each chief has his heads-man 

But when a number of prisoners are brought 
home aft^ a skirmish, the kings and chiefs se¬ 
lect their victim^ and act as so many Jack 
Ketches, and the one that can sever the head 
with the fewest strokes and exhibit the least 
feeling of humanity, is looked upon as the bra¬ 
vest fellow. King Pepplo, on describing to me 
the execution of six prisoners of war, remarked, 
pointing at his first trade man or mote, as he 
calls him, that fellow be big and strong, but he 
no Save strong stomach, he struck four times 
before he got his naan's head off,—I struck only 
once/' , 

The trankless heads are placed in a row be¬ 
fore the Qrand Ju-ju house, and those parts of 
the body, most concealed in other countries, are 
nailed to the«door posts. The heads placed on 
their necks witlwJtbeir faces towards the Ju-fu 
house, jpresent at once, a dreadful and appalling 
appearance, as of so many men rising from the 
dead. 
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After the limbs have been dissevered and the 
trunks out into pidSes, the entrails being first 
removed, the whole is put into a large boiler in 
the Ja>]u house, cooked and distributed amongst 
the people , the right of choice belonging to^the 
priests, beginning with the chief priest, or Ju-ju 
ol the guana T walked into the Ju-ju house, 
wliero a concourse of people had assembled, and 
polling my walking stick into the boiMng pot, 
fished out an arm and then dkleg. 1 was very 
glad, however, to make a quick retreat, sickened 
and disgusted with so brutal a scene 

The king professes to abhor human flesh, but 
I have heard him acknowledge that the wrists 
and ankles were decidedly the best eating. The 
priests make no profession of squeamishness, but 
eagerly devour every part exqppt the head, givmg 
preference however to tlie legs and arms. I have 
known a pnest commit such % debauch on hu¬ 
man flesh, as to make himself so ill as to require 
medicine • 

Some years before I visited Africa, the kings of 
Bonny and New Calabar were engaged in'a pro¬ 
tracted war, very much to the injury^of trade in 
both places, and which terminktSfl in the King 
of Bonny, old Pepple, the present king's father, 
capturing his majesty, Amacree of Calabar. At 
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that time, the slave-trade was very briskly earned 
on in the Bights of Biafra and Benin, and a 
number of slave ships were there. The king 
made a great feast in celebration of the victory 
he liad gained, and invited the officers belonging 
to tKr several ships. The onteitainment was on 
a grand scale, and his table would not have dis¬ 
graced an English gentleman for profusion and 
vanety edibles and ivines, but the 
might perhaps fiijd some difl&culty in gucs&ing 
tlie name of the dish placed before his majesty, 
at the head of the table It was the bloody 
heart of the king of Qalabar, just as it had been 
torn from the body. He took it in his hand and 
devoured it with the greatest apparent gusto, le- 
marking, “ this is the way I serve my csicmios ” 

I had the above account from thepiescnt King 
Pepple, and its truth corroborated by an e\e- 
witness. « 

From time immemcyrial, it has been cU&tomary 
at certain periods, tob sacrifice one or more hu¬ 
man beings as an ofibrmg to the god of the bar 
of the river Bonny, to prevent it filling up, as 
have several tf the rivers of this coast. 

On the mnetcidh of May, 1840, the Object 
of sacrifice was a little Eboe girl brought from 
the interior some months before for the purpose. 
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who had been prepared for it at the hous^of Ju¬ 
ju Jim. This custom has not been practised so 
much of late as it used to be The previous 
consecrations to this god were two little boys 
from the same country About noon the long’s 
large war canoe, made out of a solid piece of Um¬ 
ber, with upwards of one hundred people in it, 
passed close to the vessel of which I was then sin- 
gdbn The httle girl was sea]|^d in a ctiair, tuid 
decorated with silks, saUns, coral and glass bends, 
and protected by an awning, made of bamboo 
mats. The other occupants of the canoe were 
priests, war-men stationed* m .the centre, and a 
few chiefs, the rest were slaves who propelled tlii‘ 
canoe. We all might have witnessed the cere- 
mony, and several of us would have done so, but 
for the heavy ram and the jA'Ospect of tornadooh 
T had several accounts from eye-witnesses as to 
the how she was disposed of When they ani- 
ved at the bar, the priests made along palavei to 
the god, threw a quanUty of cloth, rum, &c , 
into the water, and then pitched in the offering, 
chair, decorauons, nnd all. She^ immediately 
sunk with the weight of Uie b^ds, and the canoe 
pulled off for the town. Had any one had the 
temerity to mnrinur or even look back, the wor- 
men would instantly have made him a head 
shorter. 
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T knew the little wretch very well. She was a 
liaiidsomo, confident, clever child, about six or 
seven years of age. I took chop with her and 
her guardian priest a short time before the per* 
petiation of this murder. She possessed and 
used all the power of a despot, sat at the head of 
tlu' tabic, distiibuted her favours as she thought 
best, b( at and abused any one, and had in reali¬ 
ty as much power as a king or a chief. She \.as 
allowi'd to go wrtere and when she liked, had 
several attendants and anything she saw and 
wuslied for, she had but to touch to make her 
own People in the market-place might bo seen 
flying in all directions with eggs, yams, fowls, 
run], »lte , to avoid her touching them 

It is a remarkable coincidence, that on the 
evening of the day hi question, a large ship be¬ 
longing to Liverpool, worth, with the cargo, from 
fifteen to twenty thousand pounds, was totally 
wrecked on the very‘'bar, to the god of which, 

this child was sacrificed 

A few of the least valuable slaves are always 

sacrificed in this place, on the death of a gentle¬ 
man, by chopping them in pieces , but ^ it is 
performed by his relatives and head slaves, I ra¬ 
ther think It IS not so much as an oblation, os 
under the idea that his death had been caused or 
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expedited by the practise of soroery, and so to 
make sure of the wizard^ and to remove suspi- 
cion from themselves, they despatch a few peo¬ 
ple ID hopes of not missing the offender. 



CHAPTER IX 
' OF GOD 

King Popple praying—DoBlroB to kill God—Wishes toliTo for 
over—Admires Naval and Military heroes—Conversa 
tloDB on religion—Difficdlties of MiBsionaries--Politcnes!i 

Admitting the existence of a supicme Being 
they have a very limited idea of hi8*goodnosh 
I am not certain thaj I ever knew God addressed 
in prayer more than once and that was by my friend 
King Pepple. Crfhng upon him one morning 
before he was up, sat down upon an armoui 
chest just outside his» sleeping-room Intending 
to awake him accidentallyy I whistled a tune and 
drummed to it with my knuckles upon the emp¬ 
ty chest. He soon appeared at the door with 
nothing on but AKcmall piece of cloth iietf round 
his loins After shaking hands and enquiring 
after each other s health, the usual salutations ol 
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the morning, he turned his face towards the sun 
and stretching out his hands and arms in that diroc' 
tion addressed himself for a few seconds to tliat 
object, as I thought, by the silent motion of his 
lips. Always anxious to get any of them to^alk 
about God and rehgion, I said what have you 
been doing king?’* 

‘^All the same as you do,—I tank God ’’ 

• For what 

Every good ting God sends mo.’’ 

‘‘ Have you seen God 

" Chi ^ no—suppose man see God he must die 
one minute.” (He would die in a moment) 

"^When you die won’t you see God^” 

With great warmth, ‘‘I no savvy. (I don’t know 
How should I know ? Never mind I no want 
to hear more for tliat palavei*” (I want no more 
talk on that subject) 

What way (Why ?) 

'"It no be your busineSs, you come here foi 
trade palaver.” 

T knew it would be to no use pursuing the 
subject at that time, so I wAs silent, and it drop¬ 
ped for the moment 

In speaking of him dying 1 hdd touched a very 
tender and disagreeable chord for he looked very 
savage and sulky, and 1 saw by the rapid changes 
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in his countenance that he was the subject of 
some violent internal emotion At length he 
broke out^ using most violent gesticulations 
and exhibiting a most inhuman expression of 
countenance, ‘'suppose God was here I must kill 
him one minute*'" 

“You what^ you kill God*” faltered I, qiite 
taken aback and almost breathless with the novel 
and diabblical noUon—“ you kill God? why 50 U 
talk all same fool,” (like a fool,) ‘"you cannot kill 
God, and suppose it possible that God could die, 
every thing would cease to exist He is the spiiit 
of the universe But*he can kill you” 

“I know I cannot kill him but suppose I could 
kiU him, I would.” ^ 

“ Where does God live.*" 

“ For top.” • 

“How^‘* He pointed to the zemth 
“ And suppose you could, why would you kill 
him.” 

“ Because he makes men to die *' 

“ Wliy my friend,” in a concibating mannei, 
“ you would not wish to live for ever, would you ?” 
“ Yes, I want to stand,*' (remain for ever^ 
“But you will be old by and by, and if you 
live long enough, will become very infirm like 

that old man”—pointing to a man very old for an 
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Afncan, and thin^ and lame, and almost blind, 
who had come into the court during the forego* 
mg conversation to ask for some favour (I won¬ 
der he had not been destroyed)—'' and bke him 
you will become lame, and deaf, and blind, andiwill 
be able to take no pleasure; would it not be better 
then for you to die when this takes place and you 
arc in pam and trouble and so make room for 
your son as your father did for you ?” • 

“ No, it would nt, I want to stand all same 
T stand now.*' 

But suppose you should go to a place of 
happiness after death, and'— 

I no savvy nothing about that, I know that 
I now live^ and have too many wives and nig¬ 
gers (slaves) and canoes” (he did not mean what 
he said in saying he had tocf many wives &c, it 
IS their way of expressing a great number) “and 
that I am king and plenty of ships come to my 
country I know no tother ting, and I wan^o 
stand.” 

I offered a reply but he would hear no more, 
and so the conversation on that subject ceased 

and we proceeded to discuss one not much more 
agreeable to him—the payment of a very^consider- 
able debt which he owed me. 

I never, but on two other occasions, had a 
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lengthy conversation with a native of that part of 
Africa on God, religion, or a future state, and 
one of them was also with King Pepple 

We had been talking about England and Eng- 
hsh^inen and the progress of science in my coun¬ 
try and the countries of other white men. He is 
particularly fond of heanng of the exploits of na¬ 
val and military heroes He admires the charac¬ 
ters of Buonaparte, Admiral Sir Charles Naiiier, 
and Wellington very much, but Nelson is hi‘=i 
groat favourite. “ That Nelson be devil of a 
strong fellow’* he remarked. Oh no” said I, 
thinking he alluded to the physical man, “ he was 
not a big man, besides ho was blind of an eye and 
had only one arm ” I no speak fof that, but 
for head palaver, he was a man with a devil of a 
strong head.”—(a vtim of great talent) 

He had asked me about the balloon, steam-en¬ 
gine, diving-bell/magic lantern, phantasmago¬ 
ria and other interesting things, with respect to 
most of which he was acquainted with many 
pleasing facts. I had been trying to explain to 
him the principles on which they act, and the 
phenomena *tako place. This conversation led 
him to enquire^'* what way white man first cSine 
up,” (the origin of man,) a subject which no doubt 
had often occupied his inquisitive mind 
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I began Tvith the Mosaic account. 1 tol3 him 
of the creation oi the sun, moon, and stars, of the 
earth, the vegetable and animal kingdoms, and 
lastly of Adam and Eve. Of the temptation of 
our first parents by the serpent, who was the 
vil, in the garden of Eden, and of their expul¬ 
sion thence. I told him of Enoch and Mathusa- 
lem , the building of the tower of Babel, of 
Nof^ , man's wickedness, the ark and th<» deluge 
Of Abraham, Moses, and Daniel in the hon’s den, 
and of the three Hebrew children in the fiery fur¬ 
nace;-—m short a concise epitome of the princi¬ 
pal transactions from the creation of the woild till 
tile death of Christ. He frequently made remarks, 
many of winch were shrewd and pointed. He 
wibhed to kilow whether Adam and Eve were black 
01 white I could not inform him, but said I 
thought they might he neither one nor the other, 
as the people of Asia, where they were supposed 
to ha\e been created are brown or copper* colour- 
' ed He thought the serpent?ought to have been 
destroyed. I told liim that God who is all wis¬ 
dom as well as all greatness thought otherwise 
and that it is our business not to yielfl when he 
tempts us to do wrong That mah was made to 
live for ever, and that if he had no terflptations 

m this world to overcome he could not exp ect 



94 CONVERSATIONS ON RELIGION 

happiness for ever hereafter. Holhought Enoch, 
Daniel and the Hebrew children must have been 
very good men and that God had been very fond 
of them He thought people must have bean 
fools to attempt to build a tower to reach to heaven 
He wished he had a few soldiers as strong as 
Sampson and as skilful as Dayid, for then he 
would soon settle the wai palaver that was dis- 
traoting his country and ruining trade 

We had a long and serious bonversation, and 
got on veiy well, till I told him how wicked man 
became, and lost all favour with God, but that 

i 

he gave his only begotten son, Jesus Christ, to 
die for the sins of the world, that through His 
merits we might get to heaven, and be eternally 
happy. He stopped me when desonbidg Christ’s 
sufferings and death, by suddenly exclaiming, 

“that be d-he, no tell me them d-he 

Do you tink I be boy, or do you tink I be 
fool, or what do yoU‘<ink I be^ You say God 
was plenty vext at ihan for doing worse ting, 
and then you tell me he go kill him son to please 
himself! What fool palaver that be ^ Do you 
tink pose Al my niggers do every worse tyig, 
I go kill my soil to please myself? no—never,— 
J can’t,—it be d-fool lie.” 

1 got him pacified, and told him it was the 
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almost uDiversil beLef among white menr and 
among many black ones too, that had *^come up, ’ 
(become civilized ) That the bible said so^ and 
that God had told good men what to put in the 
biblo; that we knew they were good men, because 
they did every thing that was good, and wrought 
wonderful miracles, as a proof that tbeir mission 
was from God, and that their miracles had been 
seen^by thousands of people ‘^Hugh," said he, 
don't know, does he never live for book ‘d" 
(are lies never written m books.) “ When I heai 
of white man going faster than wind,—of lus 

gomg down into the sea like a fish,—of his fiying 
in the air Ifte a bird,—and otherjtftrthge things, I 
think he be nearly the same as God, but when 
you tell m6 them fool palaver for God’s son, I 
tink white man be fool,—thatihe pass foor'( worse 

than a fool) tink he be all same s-(what 

Saint Paul ** counted all things to be to win 
Chnst, ” but more vulgarly expressed than in our 

If 

'present translation.) • 

1 tried to impress his majesty with an idea of 
\he justice of God, as well as of his ommpotenoe 
and wisdom, and that nothing woulctsatisfy di¬ 
vine justice but suoh a sacrifice, but he cut me 
short by saying, never mind, let that stand.” 

I urn persuaded that Christian missionaries 
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Will often inert with cbaraoters King Pep- 
pic. No one can tell the difficuldes they must 
have to contend with, independent of the diffi* 
culties of language^ in imparting Christian in* 
struction to the heathen, but those that have 
tiled In attempting to enlighten a man like 
him, every inch of ground will have to be con¬ 
tended foi. Not one mental admission will he 
make, till by force of reason and argument his 
understanding m viade to comprehend, and his 
reason to approve what you advance A simple 
verbal admi8sio"/i>f the doctrines or facts incul¬ 
cated, amounts to nothing ^ 

Generally speaking^^they will not hoar a word 
at all, and will stop you at once by telling you 
they do not want to hear that subject discussed, 
that you did not cbme there for that purpose, 
that you had better mind your own business, the 
attending to whicii is plenty for you to ■ do, and 
that you are a cleveTr fellow if you can manage 
It successfully; that yowr Ju-ju (religion, bible, 
priests, &c.,) no doubt, suit you and your coun¬ 
try very well, as theirs does them and their coun¬ 
try, and the like. Or what shews the task to bo 
equally difficult, they will allow you to talk, with 
the greatest forbearance, never uttering a word 
t or shewing the least symptoms of impatience till 



POLIIENKSS 


UT 

you havi‘ douQjJfwhen they will very quu^v aud 
pohtfly say, “now 'pose you have finish that 
palaver \%e had better piocced to busines'^^, or play 
(talk nonsense) or drink tombo ” And shoiilil 
you persist in asking questions and should they 
wish fo treat you in the politest manner—win eh 
injustice to them I must say they almost invari¬ 
ably do unless you annoy them—tftey silence you 
with the everlasting aneviea —(I don’t know ) 
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Xronmen— 7—IX/HromuH ship — Labour^ rs to t»hua 
men—Dentis^y—DrPksin)» and undre'^sing—Fear of slav» 
ships—WritU'K^h^actPia—The Grand Deiil— God has 
two eyes—LanguagV 


The Krou country it eituatod on the Gram Coast 
commencing on thi cast side of Liberia, and 
extending to Capo Palmas The Grain Coast is 
supposed to dcrivetifcs name from what the Dutch 
call gram, that is, gr.yns of Paradise commonly 
culled by the trade Itfalagatta peppei, an article 
the country can supply in abundance Some 
geographers have Btfljted that it has its name m 
oonsequenen of formerly supplying Europe|m3 
with cochineal ® which was supposed to bo a grain ' 
instead of an insect It supplies ivory, cam 
wood, palm oil, nee, cassavi, bullocks, &c. 



FREEMAN 


90 


The Kroume^ or Kroomen are a fine race of 
people inlmbiting the sen-bLoieg and are mor¬ 
ally and phjaiciilly siipeiior to the inhabitants ot 
the bights Tlie salubrious cliaiactor of their 
country, being less A\oody and more hilly thMi 
higlier up the gulph, and their liiglier social con- 
Juion, norount for then supeiioiity. 

Thf'v I'Moice 111 tlie name of fu'cman, hut like 
the j'e^t ot tlie inhahitints of tins country they 
practise pohe.nny, and are very un\ious to per- 
loHfi a 1 ( u VO}ages to eain inoru'v to pio( uie two 
o] time c\tia v\ivt s to cuJti^ro^icc and ca&suvi, 
'Ju 11 sti»pl-‘articles of diet I inayjibscive that 
their parenls gf iicrally undcrtfik^lto find them their 
fjist Asifo* A pubtnt ot a t^v Emopcan goods 
or tigei’s t^.eth is ahva\s injTd<’ to the parents of 
thur otliiT wives, not exactly as puicliu&o money 
but as a bonus or sv\ectcncr 

Tiger’s teeth aie as current oif some parts of tho 
Kroii coast ns sixpences anff shillings arc in Eng¬ 
land Their value arises, I should suppose from 
the governors of the difltrcnt states having made 
laws, that they shall represent a certain amount 

gf property m order tliat tigers may^bo pursued 
for the sake of their teeth, and in this way extir- 
pated 

Traders to various parts of the coast find them 



100 


APrUENnCESIIll'. 


very useful in iissistinfr to work the ship and in 
boating in nncl on coming to anchor m 

const tnuling, that is, running up iind down the 
const pinoluising ivniy, gold-dust, loitoiso shell, 
g-ains of paradise .Ivc It is customary for a ship 
of five hundred tons huiden lo engage a dozen of 
these inrn when piocccding to tlir palm oil rivers* 
A singulai custom of a[»prcnliccship, peculiar 
to lhen*sclv(’s, piovnils amnng iIh'^o people A 
man who has miide.i voSage oi two, has acquired 
some knowledge of the English language and of 
th(' duties .n . Mlinan se.iman, and in conse- 
quenc3of t1i’si* acquuemcni^^, a name, takes Inds 
under liispiotccL m and rLOommends them to cap¬ 
tains or tiadeis uf ^hips When thev^aio engaged 
he receives the fir^4 month’s pay, and anotlicr 
month s pay when they haveperforuK'd thevoyage 
In thoir turn, these Jads bec(^raing headmen, ua- 
suino a nnrae,buifd n liouse and trade, which pre- 

yious to going to sen'^they were not allowed to do 
When a ship approaches within ten or fifteen 
miles of the coast thev come c if to her It is 
vciy amusing to see them paddle ihrir long iiar- 

J 

row canoes wiili from one lo three or four men lu 

c 

each. Thev are all fishermen, and seldom leavo 
the si 010 without being pio\ided with fishing 
tackle. It they hflve been unsuccessful or bikvo 
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not hnd time to arrange and tlirow oat llieif hnes 
as they came off, they play all^sorts of antic*^, 
such ab bh(H)titig flcioss encli others bows, capsiz¬ 
ing one niiotliors cnnocs or hlling them with wa¬ 
ter by cntcljing liold of one <*nd m passing sii^l 
denly and tilting tliem. This causes sonu deluv 
hnd enubkb tlie most ('xpeit to rencli the ship 
first, and so srenre lliu ^]l'^t chance of an ung.igr- 
ineiit 'I'hoso of the canoes that have»gotfjdi 
come iilong-side moie Soberly, imd as ihev ap^ 
pioach the ship remove their lines from their toes, 
arms, and necks, fiom wliK^a they have been 
floating The Kiuiiman never uecsjhis limds iii 
libhing ns they ure liilly empWyeof in managint' 
Ills frail bark J 

Before embarking, th(‘y Amove the cloth that 
encircles their loins, and tie it about their liead^ 
like a turban The loin cdoth is resumed us t^oon 
as they step on board, whiclT they aocoropli^h 
very dcxteionsly, by climbing up the chan*'. 

and being adjusted, they quickly walk aft to 
bhako hands, grinning and bliowmg a most ^oi 
midable set of teeth. The front ones are sliar 
, pened to resernbte dog’s-teeth Ttiis piece of 
dentistry, which is done for the purpose of teui 
mg their enemies in battle, is performed with u 
piece of icon hoop. • 
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On approaching a ship, if a Krouman does 
not know her, he will rest on his paddle every 
now and agmn, and take a good survey, for ha 
dirnds falling into the hands of a Spaniard, ot 
Portuguese, for fear of being sold into slavery, 
but willingly serves a Frenchman, Dutchman, or 
-Viuoncan. He gives preference, however, to an^ 
Englishman If lie find all right, and ho always 
forms a , pretty correct opinion fiom the ensign 
H)jng, and the build and ng of the craft, he fear¬ 
lessly approaches, shouting to his coiniades hat- 
too, bafteo, (givo give way ) 

Those of yiem that have been to sea before^ 
pi oduce writte\i \>I;jiirnctcrs, of which they are not 
n little proud, earn *d in little boxes, ioimed out 
of solid pieces of woo^ with lids made Wpervious 
to water by the use b{ gum or bees' wax Their 
oliaraoters or books are sometimes highly amus¬ 
ing documents; and if you were not aware that 
‘^•trange characters aro often given out of mere 
playfulness, you would not think them very cre¬ 
ditable to the poor Kiouman. Some of them 
will perhaps run tlius.-^‘‘TIiis is to certify that 

Bottle-of-Beci is the biggest ^coundnel I ever 
met with " “ Sir John Tobin is not worth his 

salt/' Yellow-Belly is as lazy as a Mahon 
soldier, and a thief. ^ I white-washed him aud^ 
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hung him up to dry, but it did him no gbod." 

do hereby oentify that Napoleon Buonaparte, 
alias gimlet eye, is not worth a row of pms," &o 
&o 

You pick out the biggest and strongest fellows, 
and a bargain is soon struck—five shillings a 
*month wages, two months’ wages to be paid in ad¬ 
vance in English goods An agreement to land 
them their own country again on returning 
home IS always included m the bargain. If any 
of them have not been to sea before, you christen 
them after the name of the slyp, or owner, or su¬ 
percargo, or master, or on account (f some pecu¬ 
liarity of person, as Nosey, ,^iack-Jack, John 
Bull, Long Stick, &c , &c /(lihough these peo¬ 
ple are so much superior totthe rest of the inha¬ 
bitants residing on the coast’of the Gulf of Gui¬ 
nea, and may generally be trusted when away froni%i 
their own^ country under the protection of white 
men, tbcir honesty is not \o be too far tested at 
home. After a Krouman hSs received and handed 
over hjs advance to the headman and the nearest 
relation that accompanies him. to see him embark, 

. ID the bustle and confusion attendid^ their ship- 
ment, he sometimes gives you th^slip, if you do 
not keep a sharp look out, by stepping over the 
side, and pulling away for the shore. 
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When n Krouraan lias made up his mind to 
go to sea, lie propitiates the Grand-Dcvil for a 
safe uiid piospuious voyage, by leaving at the 
mouth of II cave, n few little articles, as a fathom 
of cloth, a bottle of rum and a head or two of 
unmnDiifacturcd tobacco. As soon as he gets 
out of sight of tlie cayc, the Grand-Devil comes 
out, takes the tilings and instantly retires 

On tiynig to convince an intelligent Kroumon 
of the absurdity of the Grund-Devil wanting rum, 
tobacco, JLc , and of its being a trick of the 
pru’st, he nssuied mo he did so, and mentioned a 
cireumslanco lin confirmation that took place m 

his ^illngQ r 

Some years before lie was born, a^Krouman, 

intending to go to scA, left his little present for 

the dcMl, but having a desiie to see him, he silly 
* 

occreted himself in the ncighbouiliood of the 
cave, to watch for^'Lis coming He did come, 
und in his displeasurif at being watched mirac¬ 
ulously converted the poor inquisitive Kroumon 
into a tree, and the tico is standing there at this 
day, as a raoniimcut of ilie Grand Devil’s dn^Iea- 
8ure at inquisitive people. Nothing would con¬ 
vince him that ^t was the priest, who hud, per¬ 
haps, committed murder to screen Inmself from 
an exposure of bis nefarious practices. His only 
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reply to my remarks, was, “I have seen the tree 
mysell—1 know what I tell }ou to be true.*’ Wc 
had some faithcr conversation about the Grand- 
Devil, duung winch, I told him I w^as surprised 
that he should pay so much attention to 
devil, who was the author of nil cmI, and elicited 
from liim, that it was God whom lie wished to 
propitiate, and that God and the devil are one. 
‘"It IS very strange,’* I said, “that your God 
should hvo below, while white man’s God lives 
in heaven above ” “True,*’ he replied, “my God 
lives above too” “How can that be, can God 
live in two pieces at onetime?" “Yes God 
hoH two eyes, one eye lives in every place that 
IS liyht, iJ^e other in etery (place that is dark ” 
A pretty good notion this, the omnipresence of 
iho Deity—that “the eyes of the Lord are m 
every place ’* 

The Krou language seem'-^to be composed of 
vow(‘ls only 'J"he} end every attempt to pro- 
nouuco an English word vvith o, for instance, for 
captain, doctor, mate, boat bucket, &o, tliey say 
cap-a-io, dotto-io, mase-io, boas-io, buckes-io, 
&c I3y singing exlempornneuus^songs, when 
at wojrfJWic*y comraunicHte int^ligence of any 
transactimi on boaid, which is echoed from the 
nearest ship to the next, so <hat hardly a circum- 
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stance regarding trade, or any other matter, can 
transpire, but all becomt* acquainted with it 
Like the inhabitants of the bights, they are no 
tattlers, a glass of grog, however, or a scarlet 
nifjjtcap, 18 sometimes too strong a temptation 
to bo resisted, and you may become acquainted 
with things of consequence that are going for¬ 
ward, by making such a gift. 

I am qot aware of the Kroumen being canpi- 
bals, or of their practising those horrid religious 
rites, common to oilier tribes. 

Great hopes are entertained of the reception of 
Christianity, generally, by this people May the 
day soon arrive, when in the spirit of the prophet 
of old, they can say'\ “ How beautiful upon the 
mountains are thefeetf of him thatbrmgeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace " 



* CHAPTER XI 
OllDEAL 

f 

Trial by Ordeal—Saucy water—Scpno in a police coiiri— 
RaiHDg the wind—JVliSBionaries—Tattooing —Davidawea 

Trial by ordcnl called Judicum Deo or God’s 
judgment, is certaiuly of very remote antiquity, 
and has been common to ai^most every nation in 
the world. The fust account we have of this 
trial in Europe, is in about 700, and comprised 
part of the laws of King Ifla Grotius gives 
instances of its being resorted to in Sardinia and 
Bithynin, and other places' Among the Greeks, 
five or SIX hundred years before the Christian era, 
a person suspected of a crime, declared himself 
ready to handle hot iron, and walk*over fire to 
prove his innocence It was confinon among the 
Hindoos, and was conducted m a variety of ways 
as by fire, poison, water, tduls &o. The fire 
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ordeal prob \b1y originated with the ancient Per- 
Bums, as flio was worshipped an emblem of 
the Deity. It was probably liist appointed by 
God, as ccTtainly the fiist mention wo have of it, 
is^jn tlio Pentateuch “And ho sliall cause the 
woman to drink bitter water tli it canseth the 
cuise, and the water that caiiseih the enrso shall 
enter into her, and become bitter • And w'hen he 
hath made her to drink tlio water, then it shall 
come to pass, tliat, if sho bo defiled, and have 
duno trespass against her husband, that the wa- 
tci that eaiisetb the curse shall enter into her, 
and become bitter, and her bcllv shall swell," &c 
Among the Kroumen, this mode of trial is 
considered infallible m detecting and punishing 
crime, and that by better water, or saucy water, 
as they call it, is resorted to, but as it is not so 
^^any ycais since similar bai ban lies were prac¬ 
tised on witches im Kiigland, we need not won¬ 
der at it. The judicial decision by image is in 
common use in the rfeighbourhood of the river 
Congo * 

If u Krouman be suspected of robbing a fel¬ 
low or doing him an injury by witchcraft,' or 
otherwise, he lA made to swallow saucy water, 
a poisonous infusion. If he die, he is considered 
guilty, if he surviva its effects, innocent For- 
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lanately fui tho real or su] posed culprit, the 
saucy water often acts as an tineiic, and he is 
saved 

Many of tlieso men aro strong resoluLo fellow^, 
end in what they consider to be a right cause, 
sliow great determiuation of character. One of 
them fell into bad company m I^nerpool and had 
his money and pait ot his clothi's lilchcd fiom 
ht[u. Having in.idc himself soniewha^ncqunint- 
ed with the town iind its judicial regiilalK.ns du¬ 
ring liis bhoit lo^'ideiico, Ik* siuzed the eiilpiit, 
and in spue oi great opposiiion Jrom herself and 
companions dragged her to tlie police court du¬ 
ring iLi siaing and laid his case before the presi- 
di ns? iniiJibtialo He ^^ollld liave had soine dif- 

o o 

ficulty in making hims<K understood but for a 
gentlem in who had been in Afuca and under¬ 
stood his patoise, linpperiing to bo m court, 
dcr Liking to act as intcrpicHer IT is discrlption 
of me. ting with the girl, her polite invitation to 
accompany her home, an^d the transactions there, 
all oxpiesbed with great sirnplicitv and particu¬ 
larly 111 tlie very com-est sailors slang, andwith- 
otit (he sliglitt“-t idea of ludclicaty, created lio 
BUI all degree of mrnnnent in tlBo court 

An incident occiiircd during one of my pas¬ 
sages to Afuca that gave the Kroumeu no small 
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degree of pleasure and confidence in their Jn-ja 
palaver 

A number of them had been brought to Eng¬ 
land the previous voyage on account of some dif- 
fir^lty in landing them at their own country and 
were taben buck by us Wo had been a long time 
becalmed off Saint Ann’s ‘^hoals near Sierra Leon, 
and dining that period bud dufted a degree to 
the Nort|iWi\fd. The limo began to pass v^ry 
irksomely to us all, and none felt the delay more 
keenly than the poor Kioumen who liad been 
twice the timi* fiom their own countrv tbev anti- 
cipated when they joined the ship Tla v would 
withdraw from the rest of iho ship's eompany by 
ono'vS and two’s to a retired part of tho ship and 
chant or sing extemjpoiancons songs m a low 
wailing tone, for hours Jiogetliei, about their 
«^untry, and mothers, and wives, and childion 

On the twenty firSt day tho captain ordeied the 
steward to give them a bottle of rum to make Ju¬ 
ju for a fair wind. The headman or boatswain 
began the play by pouring out a Tsine-gla^^s full, 
and after just tasting it poured the rest overboard 
to tho westwuM, the direction whence he wished 
the wind to comft, and addressed himself m sup¬ 
plication to the Grand-Devil for a fair wind. The 
Test did the same and tn half an hour a dehghtfol 
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breeze sprang np and wafted us without further 
delay to Cape Pulmos, their home. It ought to 
be mentioned that previous to ordering the rum, 
the captain had obseivcd a slight rippling of the 
water in the distance, occasioned by a 
zephyr just breathing over it, mdioiitmg uii ap¬ 
proaching breeze. The Kroumen took to them¬ 
selves the credit of laising the wind, and doubt 
less to this dav believe in the cfTicacy of then 
application to the “ Ciand-Dcvil " 

There are several Christian raisfeionfines from 
the United States of Ameiica on the Krou Coast 
and there were three at Cape Palmas some years 
ago Two of these gentlemen were respectively 
of the catholic and mctliodist churches, and I 
think the other was either a protestnnt episcopa¬ 
lian, or baptist I cn|[uircd of Mr. Eushwern, 
the Ameiican agent, a respectable and intelligent'-' 
gentleman, what the missiowaiies were doing 
Why/’said he, ^'so many chri&tian sectspu/zle the 
poor blacks, though the} have done some good 
among them The catholic piicst tells them on 
no account to go to the protestant espiscopuhan, 
or methodist chapel, as the worship^is heretical, 
and two protestant ministers caution them to 
avoid the papist chapel as the respect paid to 
piotores and images is idolatry &c/* 
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Theso dilfereiu methods of tenching chnstian- 
ity to the heathen is enough to nlmost neutuilizo 
the good they might otherwise do by so embar¬ 
rassing them that they bnrdly know wljat to do 
to beligve 

In the molhoJi'-’l and the cntliolic ehapels the 
hugest congiegMtions collect, the one pJeasea 
with binging and the oilier with pictines 

How much It is to bo regntled tliat chnstian 
party spirit sliould bo caiiicd amongst hcalljens 
Little good can be expected to be done, so long 
as the ministers 6f each p.niicuhir sect conti¬ 
nue to preach up the p cuh.n dogmas of their 
own church, and backbite tliuj mit^libonis in¬ 
stead of inculcating the simple and pure doc¬ 
trines of chiisti initv 

The Kn*umaii is dist^giii'-h(‘d from all other 
African tribt s by his tattooing A iiaiiuw strip 
19 tattooed with n<saiIoi s knife* and wet gunpow¬ 
der, from the top of the loicliead to the Up of the 
nose, and a biojul nrtow near each ear 

I have greater‘plcn'-iiic m speaking of this peo¬ 
ple than of any other tube I have ihet with 
They are the least roguibli, most labormu?, and 
altogether the best disposed I shall ever feel 
grateful for a poor Krouman’s kind and janremit- 
ting attenlLOD to ^me—not s^ivile attention— 
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w)ien labouring undei a sevcic attack oi tlimato- 
iial fever, and its debilitating consequences. But 
for DaitJawea I should not have been alive to 
pen these remarks about Inm and his eountiy- 
men He was devoured bv a shaik wHile fisbiog 
in his own eountiy 


H 



CHAPl'ER XII. 

MYTHS 

Of MyU>0— Black and trhile men — A mafouka-m&ihaugA 
man at breakfast—Cockerapeak—Nci^hbourliood of Congo 
—Trial by idol ordeal—Superstition about a bell—Slave 
trade— Ivory trade—Murdering slaves—The zoba 

Evkrv country has its myths The mind 02 
man, unaoquaintod with divine revelation, and 
-hirsting after knowledge and the maivollouh, 
has ever been prone? to invent myths, accounting 
for the origin of the world, of man, and the va¬ 
riety of his species. 

The chief exportations from the houth-webt 
const of Africa, in the neighbourhood of the 
river Congo/'are slaves, ivory, gum copal and 
bees' wax Thu contraband trade is carried on 
by Spaniards, Portuguese, and Brazilians, the le¬ 
gitimate trade, chiefly by Englishmen 
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At the factory of im I'^nglish trader, a mafou 
ka,-niachiiiiga-rnan, a supcrioi orde/ of magib- 
trate, joined us at the b’eihhst table, of whom L 
Ic irnt bow the cock fJl into sad disgrace, bv 
uccasinnmg one ball of tho inhabitants of tlx' 
world to b(‘ black, \\hile the other lialt is white 

The converMitioti on thib subject \Aas m &ub- 
bt inco a> follow “ Wliat will u>u take ma- 
loLiJca m.icbanga , heies hsh, fowl find g,oat, ciib- 
stiM and bicad, b\\eLt tJUiibo, coif o and rum 
urul water ‘ ‘"Pait a pdit,” (a liitb^ ot each,) 

‘ bur what kind o( fowl that a be, a cock or u 
ben^" 

“ r dun t know, it makes no matter I suppose 
Oh but It make’i a groat deal of matter,—if he 
be a cook, I cauiiotcat him.’ 

“ Wh\ so V ■ 

“Because them cock bo d-raacal." 

“ How IS tins, — what harm^ins he done you ?*' 

“A great deal of harm, the rascal, had it not 
been for him, i should have been wlnte man, all 
same yourself" 

“What has the cock to do with your being a 
black man’" 

“Every ting " 

“Come tell us all about it." 

“ Well, I must Ton seei when Ood Almigh- 
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t\ first tnnile man, he had ()nl\ one d.iv to make' 

^ m m/ 

them ID ""He began early one morning, and 
worked hard all day, very hard, for he wanted to 
make a great many. Wh( n it whm close for night, 
Ik’* ordered them all to stand np in a row, that he 
might see how they looked Well, he examined 
them all over, and thought tht*y i\ould do very 
well, as far as shape went, but he had made them 
all black and he thought they would look better 
if they were white, so ho turned to to white¬ 
wash them, and white washed very hard all night 
that he might get them finished before the time 
he was limited to had expired Well, when he 
liad got just half through his woik, the cock crew, 
and It was morning, so he was obliged to leave 
the rest unwhite-washed If it had not been for 
him, God would have finished them, and every 
''*man would be white. This is the reason why 
one half of the wSrid be white men, and the 
other half black men, and wh\ I cannot eat them 

d-rascal that would not wait till God had 

finished *’* 

Early mom is expressed all over this coast by 
cockerapeak/(thc cock speaks,) and it is tlie hour 
of rising. 

The mafouka^maohanga cooled his ire with 
half a tumbler of raw rum, and the cook being 
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sent for^ who assured us it was & hen, he made a 

hearty bii'akfast on fowl and the •other good 

things without more ado 

This IS one of the most healthy parts of Africa 

within the tropics. Food of almost every /ii- 

soription, is very plentiful The natives suppl> 

the white man’s table three times a dav with hsli, 

¥ 

for about four shillings a month Fine fowls 
mf^^ be bought for five pence a dozen, jmd l.irgi 
ducks, of the Muscovy breed, for seven pence a 
dozen. Pigs, goats, Indian com, calavances 
and cassavi, are equally cliQap Sweet tomb)* 
taken from the tree every mormng, 5011 iiuin 
have on the same terms as fish Crayfish is 
abundant,,and oysters are plentiful, and as wa* 
ges are very low, the trader can keep a respecta¬ 
ble r( 3 tmue at a tnfling exjlense, indeed, accord¬ 
ing to the laws of the country, a European tra¬ 
der IS obhged to keep a laPge retinue. Everv 
factory has engaged in it altogether, some seven - 
teen or eighteen men and boys, who assist in 
effecting bargains and paying goods , carry then 
master about in a palanquin, cook and look after 
the poultry, goats, pigs, ic. More men an* 
palmed upon the trader them are •required, but he 
IS obhged to submit to a custom which provides 
them with employment, and prepares the most 
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int(‘lbgent to transact business for their parents 
or masters 

Being surrounded by so many idle fellows, all 
thieves, the trader, keep the best look out ho 
otn, is liable to be robbed, and it is no snAll 
part of his duty to keep a watchful eye upon 
tlii m 

\ less formidable mode of trial by ordral is 
hoie resqrted to for the recovery of stolen proper¬ 
ty, aud the detection of persons guilty of other 
bleaches of social order, than that by ‘'saucy wa¬ 
ter, ' as practised b,y the Kioumen 

If anything of importance be ini^-sing, infor¬ 
mation IS coramunicuiod to a mafouka-machanga- 
man who brings a priest with a wooden idol 
with him to the factory The idol, w'hich resem 

•r ^ 

bles nothing that I, or [ suppose any bodv evei 
^▼■.aw, IS, however, held saered, and that is suffi¬ 
cient to command* it respect The sixteen or 
eighteen persons are collccicd near the factoi y 
door, and after an address, every man is 
ordered to drive a nail into it If any refuse to 
obey this awful mandate, they are allowed till 
next day to Hhink of the matter During the 
succeeding night, the stolen property is almobt 
sure to be left m some convenient place, where 
it will be found After this, each man hammers 
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in Ins nail, with tho greatest oonfidenoe^ being 
assured of exemjiuon from punishment by the 
fetish or Ju-ju 

This treatment is as humane as weighing a 
wftch agnmst a church bible, as practised ya. 
England, a century or two ngo An equally hu¬ 
mane method of recovering stolen property is 
also resorted to in the Bonny 

yh e late .King Pepple hud a large bell, of the 
dimensions of an ordinary village church bell, 
which he had hung outside a Ju-ju house^ but 
the henm to which it was ^ suspended giving 
way, n fell, and has remained there ever since 
half buried m the ground Some very supersti¬ 
tious notions aie hfild respecting this bell One 
IS, that if It vjjere hung again, and rung, old King 
Popple would rise from the dead ’ 

This bell IS used as a sanctuary, and many n 
poor fellow resorts thither on being suspected of 
wiitchcraft, commonly called “ poisoning for eye” 
—causing death by an ?vil eye,—and of other 
offences, and remains till suspicion has been re¬ 
moved from him, or a compromise mode with 
the priests • 

1 recollect once on a shipn i^jlours being sto¬ 
len, application was made to the king and chiefs 
to try to get them back again, but without sue- 
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cess. A fee was given to the priests, and tlieii 
men promenaded about the dillcicnt towns, blow¬ 
ing on elephants' tusks, and a proclamation was 
issued to the effect, that if the stolen colours 
were not left at the bell, the most dreadful caloin- 
ity would overtake the thief, and giving notice 
that if any one watched the bell, to attempt to 
discover the thief, the like calamity would befal 
him The desired effect was produced, for the 
colours were left there during the nights and were 
returned to the ship 

The slave-trade with all its barbarities at home 
and in transit has been earned on to a great ex¬ 
tent on this coast The slave ships have been 
80 narrowly watched by French and English men 
of war that every expedient has been resorted to, 
to effect a rapid shipment of slav^. A system 
of telegraph has been adopted and is kept up on 
""the coast to inform captains of slavers at sea, 
as soon as tliey come near enough to bring their 
powerful spy-glasses to bear upon them, if slaves 
be ready for embarkation and if the coast be 
clear In one little harboui 1 counted upwards 
of a hundred ,€at bottomed canoes, each capable 
of carrying five o^r men When an expected 
slaver heaves in sight, the slaves are burned from 
the barracoons in the bush into these canoes and 
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pulled along-side the blaver, without her over 
coming to anchor bat simply backinj^ her yard‘s 
They don’t take time to pass the slaves up the 
gangway ladder but whip them up. Tins piece 
of manipulation is performed by letting fall 
rope through a block at the yard arm, and on its 
reaching the canoe, a man passes a running noose 
round the body of the slave who is hauled up, 
and^ pulled on-booi d by a guy ^ 

A slave-dealer carries on the ivorv trade at the 
same time, indeed ivor} dealing is his ostensible 
business, when he has a factorv near the beach, 
and subject to the surveilance of the English and 
French war ships Somelimos a number of fac- 
tones have been burned on suspicion. Some of 
the tusks are v^ heavy I had one of a pair that 
would weigh two hundred and ninctj'odd pounds 
Teeth running any thing like this size, require 
two men to carry them. A medium sized tooth 
of from thirty to sixty, or seventy pounds weight 
is a burthen for an ordinary man 
The cruelty exercised by their black masters 
exceeds all credibility After a long march over 
the country, the slaves are often so Bmaciated as 
to be unfit for the white purchaser! and making 
them up for sale" would be more troublesome 
and expensive, cheap as provisions are, than pur* 
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chasing others. To set them at liberty would 
endanger the safety of the persons and property 
of their new masters An ivory trader took me 
to a place an hour’s walk from the shore, where 
were the skeletons, bleached white with the sun, of 
several hundreds of the^o unhappy creatures whose 
throats had beim cut, and iheir carcasses It ft to 
be devoured by the ]ackall, an animal in which 
this place abounds Had I nut been informed of 
this fact by persons wlusc veracity I could not 
doubt, and had T not peisonally in^-pected the 
murderous and sarcoplLicrous spot, well as I am 
acquainted with the (leirioniacal clmracter of the 
black man, I should h.iv(‘ si)rn(^ difficulty in giv¬ 
ing credence to so revolting a narrative. 

Near to this spot as if the iffery ground on 
which such unheaid of barbarities had been com- 

t 

mitted were cursed with a heavier malediction 
than the rest of tfie ^^orld, I saw a dead snake 
which I believe had not at that tune been desen- 
bed by naturalists, called bv the natives the Zeba 

Wf * 

It was black, and in dimensions about eighteen 
inches long, and as thick as an ordinary walking 
stick This^ reptile is endowed with the faculty 
of ejecting from its mouth to the distance of sev¬ 
eral feet, a poison of so deadly and escharotic a 
quality that it is stnd in the event of its falling 
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upon an} animal, even where their is no abrep* 
tjon of the skin, death quickly ensues. 

The successful native slave-dealeis often ac¬ 
quire groat wealth which tliey are always happy 
to display to Europeans I dined with a smaJA 
party at the house of a inafouka machanga-man, 
who made a princolv display of plate Dishes, 
covers, plates, goblets—all were of solid silver 
nnd.must have cost an immense sura of .money, 
and I saw sufficient to accommodate a large parly 
in the same elegant numm r Some of the slave- 
dealers are said to have dinner berviccs of solid 
gold. 



CHAPTER XIII 

JIOUSES 

DwtllingR of Bnsjfsmani)—Houses in Fernando Po—Hoime 
building on the Continout—Housos on Gram Coast— 
Use made of furniture—Fire—Scorpion—1 eutapede— 
—Boas 

t 

TliEeiriUic Bohjesman builds little or no house 
but burrows m the ground or hides in oaNe*^ and 
rocks, or among the branches of leaves, shiubs, 
and trees, from ^Yhence their name 

The Booby, the Umid, harmless inhabitant of 
the island of Fernando Po, erects a small shed 
^\ith sticks and leaves of tiees and leaving it open 
at the sides, dwells m secuntv On the contin- 
ent the houses of the settled inhabitants are more 
securely built of wattle and dab 

When about to erect a house, a chief collects 
all his family and'^slaves, and those connected 
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sMth his house by relationship , and on the ground 
being marked out, he di^ ides tliem into several 
compunies being well aware that by division of 
laboui, he cun accomplish his object with ^eater 
dispatch One company is sent into the bush 
f nt stakes, another sharpens and drives them in- 
iu tlie ground, other companies wind the stakes 
with \vitlies(wattles), preparer alts ioi the roof, mats 
of ItMives for thatching, fill up the interstices of 
ihc wattle woik with clay (dab) , others prepare 
doois out (jf old niniour chests, and as scores and 
hundreds ol people aie (niployed a house fre¬ 
quently knocked up in one da), but two or thiee 
IS seldom exceeded in bringing the work to com¬ 
pletion The Hour IS of mud trampled till it bc- 
<omes hard and him 

The small houses are divided into three apart¬ 
ments, one IS a kind of sitting room, another 
serves for kitchen, and the ofher is dedicated to 
the Ju-ju or gods But great (bief builds a 
huu^e with several apartments and courts A 
room IS always set apart for washing his peison 
in, nnd has an elevated floor made of strong rafts 
with plenty of space to allow the water used in 
washing to run off. • 

The entrances from the courts to the rooms 
have thresholds exteijdiDg a few feet outside each 
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room made of the fl.uno maUTial as theflooi with 
the out^^ido edijcs supported by stakes Over 
these pr()je<‘t the roofs of the house which form 
agreeable shades horn the sun uud slicker from 
tile mm. TJie genilcman usually sits on tliLst* 
thrcsliolds and here receives company Stakes 
similar to these forming the breastwork of this 
threshold, diivio close together, separates oiir- 
room fivm nnothei. 

A siipiTstitious notion holds tlmt if one ^^ere to 
pass u threshold while another is sitting or rest¬ 
ing Ins foot upon it, the prison so rcbting would 
soon be nttnek^’d ^Mth &om(3 illness. 

Tliese hoii'^es Jiave no chimneys, the doorways 
answer the purpose of both wiiid<»WcS and chim¬ 
neys, as well ns for the ingress and egiess of the 
inmates The women are not allowed to enter 
the npartmenfa of the gentlemen iinle^'s hy special 
invitation, neither* are tliey allowed to eat with 
them Their childrep however soinetinics do 
The woman being us guilty of pilfeiing as tho 
slaves, the chief every day servos out ‘'iifficient 
yams, rice or enssavi, ns the case may be, for his 
household, and occasionally presents lus women 
with a few maifillas to buy dried hsli, sweet palm 
oil, salt and other condiments to eat to their vege¬ 
table diet, and to pai^haae a little tombo. Water, 
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IS tho ordinary beverage of tho \^omeii and slaves 
I ne<’(l scaiccly add tlnit tea, coflee and cocoa ai«‘ 
luMiru s, with the taste of which they are totally 
anaeqiiainted Their houses are very scantily 
fiiriiiblud Avery rude table made out of the* 
boards of a gun chest, and a log of wood or a few 
hoacli wood cliairs brought fiom England, con¬ 
stitute tlie furniture of the sitting lOom , laid an 
iron j)()t and a wooden bowl, that f)f the lichen. 
Fiom the custom of sitting on their hams but lit¬ 
tle furniture is required In this position round 
a wooden bowl placed on the floor they generally 
take their victuals 

A house on the Gram Coast exactly rosembles 
.1 faugar loaf in fonn, and consists of one loom 
only A native ivory trader, a in an of some con- 
sequtDoe, invited ruo to his establishment It con- 
‘-istcd of fourteen house**, thirteen forming a cir¬ 
cle wuh a space of a lew jflrds between each 
house, and one in the centre ‘'I have thirteen 
wives” be remaiked “who have each a separate 
liouse, and I have this house in the centre to my¬ 
self 1 spend a month with each without creatiog 
jealousy, they just last me a year and^tben 1 take 
them over again. Bather luxunouf this* 

The great men have abundimee of elegant 
European farmture, such as ^irrors^ aofasi easy 
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clijurs &.C but tlif'y btnc no idea of making com¬ 
mon us( of It, or of displaying it to advantage 
I have seen hundreds of pound"' worth of valuable 
furniture huddled together in a laigo loom, and 
‘Hu left to spoil or rot To be possessed of 
thing"' not witliin the roach of Ins less wc'iJthy 
eountrvmen is suflieient to gralifiy tin" black gen- 
tleniaTi"' vanity, to use them as conveniences or 
luxuric'J seems never to enter Ins thoughts Con- 
‘'idinng the use made of their finery it is siirpiis- 
ing with ^ahat avidity they buy up any thing new 
and uncommon One of the fust questions con¬ 
nected with trade winch a black merchant asks 
you IS * what icAT# ting }OU have this voyage’ 
If 'SOU mention tlie oidJiiarv oitides of com- 
iinrce he loplies “ all them be very good ting, but 
/r/ta/ very Wat Jifie tiny you have/* alluding 
to such articles as I have mentioned and barrel 
oigans, those piano-forte looking tilings perform¬ 
ed cm b) peiipatetic Qorman musicians, and^mii-' 
sical boxes, gold and silver cloth, damask table 
covers, coral, &c. If he can ascertain that you 
have much of this kind of article, he uill proba¬ 
bly purchase none of it, but if he find"^ that you 
have only a ^moderate quantity he is anxious to 
get It all Packed up in boxes or stowed away 
in a lumber-room, :^>r buried in the ground, tlic 
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penshable part of these things is soon destroyed 
by the znynads of insects that always abound m 
tropical chmatCB. 

Feather or hair beds they have none The 
chief and his-wife for the time being, sleep m 
the sitting-room on a grass mat, without cover¬ 
ing. and with their feet to the wood embers. The 
slaves, huddled together as thick as they can lay, 
heads and tails, hke as many pigs, need neithei 
covenng nor fire. So many pent up in one room, 
without window and with closed door, create a 
heat and stench enough to stifle a European 
I have been very glad to withdraw my head, in¬ 
cautiously introduced into on^ of these pestifer¬ 
ous dormitories. 

Houses put together with such combustible 
materials, as may be expected, are often burnt to 
the ground If a house, to windward of a town, 
take fire, the whole town is almost certam to bo 
destroyed Light portable goods are so arran¬ 
ged that they can be quickly removed into the 
bush in case of a fire breaking out, which is 
scarcely looked upon as a calamity, but when 
destroying old houses, as Ju-ju or something sa¬ 
cred. I have heard chiefs, although loosers by 
it^ express themselves to this eflect^ and no doubt 
It 13 in consideration of thp poisonous reptiles. 
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rats and insects that are dcstioyed by the devour¬ 
ing element After a house has stood but a very 
few years, it becomes infested with snakes, sooi- 
pions, centapedes, and mynads of small,'harm- 
Jess lizards and insects^ that get into trunks and 
destroy silks, cottons, and almost every thing 
before them. No wonder that fire when destip) 
ing a town should be looked upon as Ju-ju, when 
tho thatch and sides of the houses swarm with 

I ^ 

these dangerous and troublesome cieatures Old 
houses harbour reptiles to such an extent, that 
they are frequently seen hanging from the raf¬ 
ters directly over your head. I have felt any 
thing but comfortable w'hen sitting below a 
speckled monster, swinging within a few feet of 
my head. ® 

I recollect once standing with my back to a 
wall or partition, m New Calabar, in a gentle¬ 
man s house, in corference with the master, when 
he suddenly bttt quietly said, *‘ALiboo, boo*'— 
(come liither, captain )" I walked towards him, 
when he arose from his seat to meet me, laid liis 
liands on my shoulders, and gently turning me 
round, pointed to a large scorpion that had been 
within a few inches of my neck. In a few se¬ 
conds more, it would, doubtless, have been down 
upon me, or had jpj black friend precipitately 
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informed me of my clo^^e proximity to n poibou- 
ous reptile, m the lluiry I might have touched 
n,{and have received a severe sting I placed a 
piece of stick on tlie middle of its back, when it 
'jjiekly stung itself to death ^ 

Anothei time, when about to retire to rc«*t for 
the iiJgbt, I found a centapede had taken posae.s* 
felon of my cot. It had corno on board among 
some mats that I had purchased, <o make a cover¬ 
ing for the ship Ne\cr after this did*! retire, 
without examining my bedding Tlie bito of 
the centapede is not considcrod dangerous to life, 
but It creates a good deal of febrile action, and 
otten leaves troublesome ulcers, Tho stmg of 
the scoqnon is a more formidable affair, though 
seldom fatal 

Sometimes very largo boas aie seen m the 
towns One old fellow, ^ that cannot be much 
less than a hundred feet in length, and lsa^ thick 
as a small buirel, comes into Bonny to feed It 
IS not Ju-ju there, but is\o a neighbounngpeo¬ 
ple, the BrasSi with whom tho inhabitants of 
Bonny are on friendly terms, so it is not allowed 
to be destroyed After swallowing a goat or 
a few fowls, and laying dormant a day or two, it 
retires into the bush. This mon\ter is a great 
curiosity even in Africa. Hundreds of people 
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collect to see it \Then it visits them, and when 
boys annoy it with missiles, it rears its head fif¬ 
teen or twenty feet high^ and hissing as if about 
to pounce upon them, presents a dreadful appear¬ 
ance Tf this superstitious people would only 
allow the monster to be captured, what a valuable 
prusc it would be for one of our zoological gar¬ 
dens 
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COOKING 


Coast of the Bights unproduotive—Food—Eat elephants, 
alligatorsi &c.—Cooking—Distnboting elephant's flesh— 
Climbing cocoa nut trees—A chief and priest eating for¬ 
bidden meat—Chiefs and slaves eating on board ship— 
Long-stiok at luncheon. 

The iDhabitants of some parts of this coast 
the New Calabar and Bonny, live entirely on the 
profits of trade, the character of the country pre 
eluding the possibihty of cuftivating yams, In¬ 
dian corn, nee or cassayi, the principal arUclea 
of diet, to any great extent, and their indolence 
being so great, that if they canprooure just sufB 
cient food to satisfy the crayings of nature, the} 
will network; hence there are laws prohibiting 
the cultivation of the little spots i|f ground avail 
able for the production of these articles. 

If from any cause the trdde of the rivers allu- 
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ded to, should be interrupted, the most calami¬ 
tous events would follow. The most intelligent 
of these people are fully aware of this, and I 
have hoard them remark “pose no ghip come 
ffere for three moons, no man savvy what place 
to get chop (food); one man must "kill tother 
- man to cat, one man must kill him father, one 
father must kill him boy’* (child) (AH children 
and slaves are called boys) And to retire into 
the interior, would be to throw themselves into 
the hands of people who would make them every 
one sla\es 

To their dependence on trfide for procuring 
the necessaries of life, is owing m a great inea- 
feuro, the safety of the white trader The profits 
of trade are sufficient to procure all the nece<?sa- 
lies of life, and lAany of its comforts. 

The g^tleman is almost as luxurious in his 
eating and linking as in his intercourse with 
women Although he possesses ample means of 
procuring fish, fowl, goats, and sometimes deer, 
he does not despise the flesh of tlio elephant, 
the tortoise, and alligator. The young tortoise 
and alligator are not bad food, and taste not un¬ 
like turtle The slave, with his one meal of 
vegetables a day, devours anything that comes to 
band, monkeys, snakes, cats, dogs, maggots, <&c , 
find a receptacle in his capacious maw 
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l^uriug the several years was in Africa, I 
scarcely met with a European that did not like 
the mode of cooking at the houses of the gentle¬ 
men, and hardly a day passed that I did not eat 
^^uh tliem, taking care to pay my visits to the^ 
most cleanly and refined, and those best acquainted 

t 

with Europeiiu customs in these matters, at the 
breakfast or dinner honrs If a black goutleman 
knoirs of your intention to visit him at meal time, 
ho provides accordingly, to do honour to his 
guest, and it is amusing to see the English 
fasliion aped in preparing food, and placing it 
on the table. An English housewife would be 
shocked to see a fowl dished up with the legs 
and wings tjvisted across the breast, and mashed 
yam served up m a vessel,—clean, however,— 
seldom used below etairs. * 

Boiling IS' the culinary process usually adopted 
in cooking cverythmg. Somd of the dishes arc 
really excellent, but made by far too hot with 
cayenne, till reconciled by use for the English 
palate. * 

The English epicure will hardly know what to 
think of cooking the following articlUB^all toge¬ 
ther—^fish, fresh and dried, oysters, plants; cockles, 
and shrimps, fowl, goat, iin4 perhaps deer; aalt- 
beef or pork, begged frons a aliip; yams and 
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plantainSi palm oil, salt and green Chili pods, 
just taken from the tree, and containing all their 
strength, by the handful It is however excel¬ 
lent. Many a time have I sat down to dinner 
^without the l^ast appetite, and acquired one by 
eating. Fresh and smoked fish is served up on 
one dish, fowl on another, and so on A bowl 
of the liquid these things have been boiled in, 
(soup,) along with a plate, kmfe, and spoon, find 
sometimes a fork, are placed before every guest. 
Shrimps dried and smoked beat into a fine pow¬ 
der m a wooden pestle and mortar, and mixed 
with a little mashed yam to give consistency to 
the mass is made into little balls and put into the 
soup This dish is decidedly the greatest gas* 
tronomip treat 1 had in Africa, or perhaps ever 
had elswhere; suoh at any rate was the impres¬ 
sion at Uie time. Your tombo glass is always 
filled up by one ot the attendants the moment it 
is emptied, the warm and savoury nature of the 
dish calbng for a frequent replenishment After 
you have sat down to table, but before you begin 
to cat, a slave holds a basin of water for you to 
wash your Lands, another holds a piece of soap, 
and a third a towel. The same ceremony is per¬ 
formed after you have done eating. 

A dinner similar to the one here desonbed is 
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not eaten every day. On ordinary occasions the 
gentleman confines himself to soap and two or 
three more of the things I have mentioned, which 
are invariably cooked together; and he dispenseb 
with the use of plate, kmfe, fork &nd spoon.* 
Soap is not eaten alone but with the other dishes 
Every thing is so well stewed that a knife is not 
necessary, and a substitute is found for a spoon 
in preparing the mashed yam for bein^ swal¬ 
lowed. He rolls a piece of yam as big as ho 
can swallow, in the palm of his hand into a ball, 
and making a deep impression m it with his 
thumb, dips it into the soup and gets a table- 
spoonful with every mouthful of yam 

When an, elephant is shot, all available hands 
being mustered, it is dragged into the town, a 
f$w men going first with axes and hatchets to 
clear a way, and it is then cut up and distnbuted 
among the king and chiefs.* The king having 
the first choice of parts,^ selects the proboscis. 
It is cut cross-wise into junks and skinned inside 
and out and well boiled, anfi were it not the cus¬ 
tom to keep it till it begins to smell it woi^d be 
excellent food, much resembling toif^e. These 
people hke fish very fresh, the Erpumen keep it 
till it stinks. The priests claim the head, which is 
certainly the most valuable part of the animal 
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on account of the tusks The other parts ore 
distributed to the chiefs according to their rank, 
that IS, according to then wealth The flesh of 
this animal is soft and flabby, and exceedingly 
vtough, and m^fibre resembles veal Should the 
elephant bo a female in calf, the calf is oaten ah 
to, if it have attained any considerable size 
Cocoa-nuts taken out of the shell and placed 
on the fire hecome soft and are eaten as bread. 
They are too valuable an article of diet to be 
gathered when young for the sake of the milk. 
1 have sometimes begged or bought them on the 
tree and sent a negro up to twist them off It is 
astomshmg with what rapidity and safety a Krou- 
man can climb the cocoa-nut tree He tics a 


rope round himself and the tree, and placing the 
soles of his feet against the trunk hitches hint- 
seif up: the trees often striding at'an angle of 
seventy-fivo or eighty degrees, renders the task 
less difficult of accomplishment than one vould 


imagine. When the milk of the cocoa-nut is 
wanted, a piece of thb husk is cut off the apex, 


and small piece chopped out of the shell with 
an angular part of a hatchet. The nut la then 


taken m both hands, and the liquid drank out of 


the vessel in which it was formed* . 


Eggs and milk are Ju-ju to the slaves and are 
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not allowed to be eaten by them, they do ifot 
scruple however to bring them to the sapping 
for sale This law has been instituted for a wise 
purpose. If the slaves were allowed to eat eggs, 
there would soon be no hens to lay them For « 
an analogous reason the use of milk is prohibit- 
cd 

.. On running down the coast it is customary to 
purohaso bullocks at the Gram or Gold^ coast, 
'and turn them on shore to graze on the banks of 
the oil rivers, the king being answerable for them, 
for which he receives a good joint of every beast 
that IS slaughtered. This animal is also Ju-ju 
to all but the king, or there would be danger 
of Its being stolen ' 

An old ohief dining with me when we bad fresh 
beef to dinner, I assisted him to some When 
he had nearly finished dinner 1 said ‘*how do 
you like the fresh beef Jack.'* * 

“Dis a be fresh beef‘‘ 

“Yes”. 

*'Thcn I can’t eat him ” 

“ Why, you old sinny, you know as well as 
I do that it is fresh beef.” * 

How should 1 know if you had said nothing 
about it, I should have known notfakig about it ’ 
He knew well enough whalfhe had been eating, 
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and no doubt why it was Ju-ju, but made a kind 
of compromise with his conscience on the score 
of not having been informed. ‘‘If ignorance be 

bliss, *ti8 folly to be wise " 

' Palm oil, their principal condiment, is used as 
we use butter and enters into the composition of 
every dish. When fresh and ^weet, it is decided¬ 
ly preferable to butter, and easier of digestion. 

Whjn a chief dines on board ship he always 
introduces two or three of hia head slaves into 
the cabin or on the quarter deck, one of whom 
holds his snuff-box, and another his phylacteio 
or amulet, and sit on tlio deck near him and eat 
what he leaves. A chief always eats moderately 
but will take as much victuals as you choose to 
heap upon his plate When the head slaves have 
satisfied their appetite they hand the plate to the 
miserable niggers on deck that pull the canoe, 
who eat up every Vestige of what remains, bones 
and all I have seen^them cranch up large beef 
bones that would almost fnghten a dog to look 
at. Leg bones are !oo hard for them, but they 
never turn away the softer ones Baw salt beef 
and pork afe eaten with avidity. 1 recollect once 
being on board of a neighboormg ship when an 
inferior, but not the lowest order of slaves, 
brought some goods for sole. As is usual with 
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them^ he begged hard for a dash or present and 
was presented, in accordance with an old custom, 
with some tnfling thing but was not satisfied 
He tried hard to get an order on the steward for 
something to eat, and eventually became so an¬ 
noying that the supercargo said in jest now 
Long-stick” (he was a very tall thin fellow) “^you 
shall have a piece of raw beef if you will eat it,) 
a piece of beef when first cut up weighs eight 
pounds) which was no sooner said than agfeed to, 
and he insisted upon the proposition being fulfil¬ 
led, so a piece was immediately ordered out of 
the harness-cask, fresh from the pickle In 
an incredible short space of time he eat it every 
morsel with a proportionate quantity of bread, 
and drank* a*bottle of raw rum, and then asked 
to have the doze repeated 

You may always know if a slave has lately 
dined by his appearance, provided he has had as 
much 08 he could eat. If he asks for food and 
you say “ oh you have dinfid" he lays his hand 
upon his stomach and says, ,^offourie, (no) look at 
my belly." 



CHAPTER XV 

DKKSS 

1 old lelt m raiQjr Bvason—Ornanuiituag in Fernando Po— 
Dress ot women and men on ihe €ontiuent«>Craia 

da}^—Pubtinie of women—Dancing—Iho buHile. 

In a climate where Fahrenheit^ Thermometer of¬ 
ten luchcatea one hundred and tliirty icgreea of 
lieat, and seldom falls below eighty, httle olotL- 
lug IS required and witli the exception of a luin- 
clotli, none, ordinarily, is worn ^ 

Slaves proceeding to the lutenor during the 
laiuy reasons on the Errand of exchanging £u- 
lopean for African* goods, and returning, not¬ 
withstanding their canoes are sheltered firom the 
rain by mat awnings, and at one oi both ends of 
the canoe a hearth of sand is raised on which a 
fire IS constantly kept burmng, the moist state 
of Uie atmosphere pauses the animal heat to be 
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rapidly thrown fiom tlie surface of tlie body, and 
occasions them to suller from cold 

The use of clothes is entirely dispensed witli 
])v the inhabitants of Tcinando l^o from u.ii best 
infancy even to docicpit old age, unless a hat the, 
bi/e and bhapo of a dinner plate fastened to tlm 
cio\Mi hv a wooden skewer stuck into the hair, 
and « few strips of tho green intestine of the goat 
lied lound his loins, entitle the Booby to the upp(d- 
lation ot I (Itobsing animal Witli these decoia- 
tions .uul two or tliiee pounds of yellow clay 
pl.l^^eJod into tlio huii on the back puit of ins 
hi ad, lesembJing so many pounds of candles de 
pending, a penny Duteh knife or a piece ol 
liaipened non hoop stuck within a piece of grass 
twine tiedunidway between the shoulder and the 
• Ihow, his fore-arjis and legs encircled with 
thrend(‘d little spangles found m the soil of his 
volcanic mountain home, and witli a calabash for 
holding Avater slung round his neck and an as¬ 
sagai m his hand, he struts about with all the 
diguit> of a prince or of a peacock. 

(3ii the neighbouring continent children of both 
^o\,s, and )oung ^Yomen till they ari'»married or 
till #e* coTrim<mcoment of a period m life indica¬ 
tive pf womanhood, untrammelled*and uncon¬ 
scious of the least impropriety, walk about in a 
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Btate of nudity Boys about seven or eight 

years of age begin to wear a small triangular piece 
nf printed cotton cloth round the loins For a 
girl of this age to wear a cloth would indicate 
e either some feminine impropnety or that she had 
been the subject of violerfce. 

The first article of dress worn b) a female is a 
coarse cotton cloth of native growth and iflanu' 
faoture, four inches broads and from two to three 
yards long.—I sincerely wish it had fallen to the 
lot of a lady to describe the dress of her sex for 
1 feel as much bothered as lord Byron did with pinf 
when acting the part of a lady's maid, and I wish 
I may not prick my fingers, but there is not 
much probability of a lady visiting dus golgotha 
at present unless some missionary's wife acoom* 
panies her husband. In sndh an event she would 
not remain long jn life. Living a few days on 

shore is considered, and justly, more dangerous 
to health than for a healthy country person to re¬ 
side for the same pqjriod in a typhus fever ward. 

Europeans sleep on board ship.—Well, this nar- 
now strip ^of eloth is tied about the body just a- 
bovo the hips and brought from behind between 
the legs, the end being passed under the part 
that enoiroles her^ hangs down in front This 
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cloth continues to be worn after marriage, tied 
m front in large knots, and over it a blue cotton 
cloth, called bine baft, reaching nearly down to 
the knees The dress of the married women 
gives them any thing than a pleasing or graceful, 
appearance; the largo%knots of the under-cloth 
make them look as if a largo substance, as a 
cocoa-nut m the husk was concealed beneath it 
Women further in the interior wear nothing but 
a be*lt, three or four inches broad, with An open 
fringe a foot long, tied round their bodies. 

On Grand Ju-ju and other gala days, men and 
women are decked out in all their finery Sir 
John Falstaff’s regiment marching through Co¬ 
ventry could not present a more motley appear¬ 
ance. Ggpld cloth, silver cloth, and damask table- 
covers, blue, red, green, and yellow hats, um¬ 
brellas of every colonr, and party-coloured—every 
section of the umbrageous pryt being of a difier- 
ent colour—are called into requisition One 
man's entire dress including his lorn-cloth, con¬ 
sists of a handsome coat yrith gold epaulettes; 
another's of a r^mental cocked hat; others a 
sailor's hat, or monkey jacket, a xfoistooat or a 
pair of trowsers with the slops tied round the 
neck; anottier a long cavalry sword dragging 
after him, and a red nightcap to cover his era- 
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nium; and all that can command them, long 
strings of coral or glass beads 

The men take to their canoes, and pull about 
the river. ''The mirth and fun grow fast and 
u furious.*'—Large guns are fired, drums beau 
elephant's tusks blown Into, demijons struck, 
speaking-trumpets eight feet long halloo'd througfi 
—in short, the sight, din, and bustle is as exci¬ 
ting to themselves, and amusing tons as can well 
be conceived, and quite beyond my po^\er to de¬ 
scribe. Every ship is paddled round and visited 
in its turn, the captains and (officers of the canoes 
vociferating through speaking-trumpets, with 
stentorian voices, "arraJoga, nrradoga, ”—give 
way, give way. Something to ‘^'make play," 
is expected firom each ship; beef, pCrk, bread, 
and above all rum is eagerly but politely deman¬ 
ded, to bo consumed on shore after the amuse¬ 
ment and fatigue <of the day 
Meanwhile, the women on shore are not idle 
The former part of the day is devoted to painting 
one another red or *blae, or both, as fancy dic¬ 
tates, their favourite colour being Uue. There 
are women^bo profess the art of body painting, 
and make a living by the practice of it, and who 
display a go6d deal of taste and ingenuity in the 
execution of thaip art Their paints are made of 
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iDdigo and a dye-wood, both of wbioh are mdi- 
genous; and are laid on with a pieoo of hard, flat, 
but sharp-pointed wood. Figures of plants or 
animals they rarely attempt to paint, but make 
numerous elegant scrawls, beginning with the* 
finest hair strokes, and gradually thickening 
ihem till half an inch broad and terminating 
as they began. With 1( gs, arms, face and body 
thu*^ beautified, and Oegirf with fine cloths, 
shawls, or a table-cover, and ornamented with 
abundanct* of beads, the head woman of each 
cliief, attended by tlio less favoured wives, pro¬ 
menade the town after a large looking-glass, 
carried by tw , attendants, strutting, chirping, 
and kissing ^er hand to her reflection, paying 
court as It were to herself, and displaying the 
most inordinate self-love, whiles dancing and 
making the most amorous gesticulations Da¬ 
ring this ludicrous exhibitioil the women that 
follow her sing or rather ojiant songs in praise of 
her beauty and goodness. 

The dancing is too indeoedt to be described here^ 
but I may jost say that it is desciiptivo of a love 
scene, commoncing with the first ttmM advan¬ 
ces of a lover, and ends in incontroHablooostasy. 
When men and women dance promisoilously, it 
is really a shookiog spectaele for any one to be- 
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hold, particularly children and young persons 
who always congregate on these occasions. This 
immodest dance and thieving are the only bran¬ 
ches of education, as far as I am aware, in which 
children are instructed As to business, youths 
arc sent to the markets in the interior and on 
hoard ships, to pick up a knowledge of it as they 
best can Like servants or slaves of old, as we 
learn from Virgil, Terence, and others, they arc all 
thieves their education and the state of society 
generally, sufficiently accounting for their thie¬ 
vish propensity. 

The evening is wound up with eating, dnoking 
and smoking, the men being more liberal on 
these occasions than usual, supply,them with the 
moans of proouring rum, tomho, afid tobacco. 
Children of two years of age, and under, are al¬ 
lowed to taste the ^‘damned distillation/' and 
inhale the fum<fe of the soothing, but to them 
poisonous herb. 

It perhaps may not be very flattenng to the 
fair sex to be inioilned that the hustle is not of 
European or of modem invention; the females of 
the Gold tod Ivory Coasts having worn a square 
pad, not quite so big as a pulpit cushion certainly, 
but of very preposterous dimensions, underneath 
very scanty clothing, from time immemorial 



CHAPTEB XVI. 
AMUSEMENTS 

Drinking tombo-^Cnoking flngert—-Ominbling—PUTblg 
Dranghts^Gizella hnnthig^llliniiery^Mtkiiig tol&ers 
—Civil war—Suicide—SetUing'^palaTer—Convoya. 


Of all their amusements and pastime, the drink¬ 
ing of tombo certainly takes the pretddenoy 
Tombo, the national beyerage, as was previously 
observed, is obtained from a variety of trees, of 
the palm species, and is got by tapping them at 
top, and either tying some vessel, usually a cala¬ 
bash, immediately below the hole bored in the 

tree to receive the liquor that exodes, or by let¬ 
ting it run down a string into the vessel placed 
at the foot of the tree. In this way, IfSlions are 
produced, from a single tree, in oim night If 
the tree be too much drained, it eifter causes it 
to be unproductive or destroys its life altogether 
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When first drawn from the tree, tombo is full of 
carbonic acid gass, which causes it to sparkle and 
effervesce like brisk champagne. After fermenta¬ 
tion it acquires a degree of hardness, and is in- 
« toxioating. It is astonishing what quantities of 
tins liquor they can dnnk I have seen a chief 
at one evening's sitting, driltk as much as would 
fill a bath big enough to drown him. One pint 
tumbler follows another in such quick succes-’ 
Sion, that his stomach is blown out to such an 
extent, as to make one dtmoBt dread its bursting, 
if not aware that the liquor possesses diuretic 
qualities, and that the heat of the climate acting 
on the pores of the skin of a body surcharged with 
fluid, opens anothw channel for its discharge 
Many gallons have I seen go down an^ insatiable 
throat in a few hours. And no small degree of 
ingenmty is displayed in coaxing the palate to 
reliah so extraordibary a quantity, by using snch 
things as give it a relish, as Europeans do pick¬ 
led olives, to give a zest to wine. 

As soon as the flatural appetite is satisfied, 
recourse is had to dices of the acid lime fruit 
When that looses its power of whetting the ap¬ 
petite, a dark pink hurd vegetable substance, 
like a large rofN^bud, called dappo, is had recourse 
to, and when that fuile osaesossa. Osseeossa^ la 
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A yellow fruit, the size of a small oheiry, with a 
large stone, and bat very little pulp. The fruit 
Itself 18 almost tastelees, but it causes evezythiog 
you eat or drink, after letting some dissolve m 
the mouth, to taste "sweetetr than honey ^pd 
the honeyoomb,” and its being used is ante to 
be folbwed by intoxiMtion. 

At every house, a white trader is presented 
with Jombo. As soon as you have shaken hands, 
or I should rather say, cracked fingers, h slave 
is ordelSd to fill a glass for yon, and first present¬ 
ing it to bis master who drinking a little, pro- 
nojuncing the wtods, boo, boo,” hands it to you. 

Should ^u meet with a chief twenty times 
a day, you oyaok fingers with him every time. 
Grftokvig fingers is performed by laying hold of 
each others fore-finger of the right hand, with 
the asaistaBoe of the thumb, and m loosij^g, 
oraoking the fingers aud thumbs. It is offensive 
to offer the left hand. Tim left hand they say is 
used in dedicating to Qhaeina, and nntfpithy to 
embrace that of a friend. * 

The jealousy of the great chiefs, of each pther’s 
wealth and importance, pftan leadsf to,,deadly 
feuds, during whijph, if opp paxty; bp not totally 
exterminated they aeldcmt die w^tlt .the chiefs 
themselves, but are handed^dosm sa hpir-looms 
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in their families. They therefore treat each other 
inth the greatest politeness, and carefully avoid 
any thing that might engender strife. The vice 
of gambling consequently, as a source of amuee- 
*ment and as a means of acquiring wealth, is 
principally confined to the infenor chiefs and 
superior slaves, among whom it holds a conspi¬ 
cuous place. 

Confident of success, the gambler repairs to 
his neighbour’s house with a few manillas, and 
the cords being introduced play commences for 
one manilla a game. The manillas of the least 
fortunate or least skilful player, or what is of far 
more consequence, least expert in ohangingor pur¬ 
loining a card or in packmg them, soon pass into 
the possession of his more fortunate antagonist, 
and as no credit is given he lues home for a fur- 
thar supply. When these are lost, and if bad luck 
still attends him *^till his coin is exhausted, he 
stakes his beads, armlets, and anklets, next fol* 
low his knife, red nightcap, and loin-cloth. At 
last naked and pennyless, or rather manillaless, if 
a free man, he stakes himself against all he has 
lost, and ifstill unfortunate becomes the proper¬ 
ty of his more fortunate oppoxient, for a penod 
previously specified. Gan infatuation lead a man 
further? It can. •Sometimes his wives are in* 
eluded in the Vstake! 
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Draughts, a game at whioh thuy display cou- 
siderable tact, 13 played as a friendly game* In- 
dian Queen of Bonny—^not a woman, but a man 
sent by the late king to a neighbouring state to 
treat for a wife, henoe his name—spends a gredf* 
part of his time in this amusement, and has ac¬ 
quired such a degree of expertness as to be placed 
at the head of his countrymen and on an equality 
with the most expert of his white visitojs 

Once a year erery great house with its chief at 
its head repairs to the bush to contend for the ho* 
nour of taking the greatest number of the gazelle 
Each company spreading itself over a consider¬ 
able district of country in a ring, gradually draws 
Its circumference towards a central point driving 
the smAl, beautiful, timid creatures forward till 
they are cooped up into a small compass within 
the strong rmg fence of men and boys. Some of 
them bound over the heads of the ruthless sports¬ 
men and escape, the rest are clubbed or earned 
home ahve in tnumph to be slaughtered and 
eaten. 

The evening is spent in oarousing and eating 
the fruit of the sport of the day. After a success¬ 
ful battue when more deer have^ been captured 
than suffice to satisfy their appetites, they are 
laid about m their rooms With their four legs tied 
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together for a day or two moaning and weeping 
piteously 

During these hunting exoursions they some¬ 
times catoh a tartar in the shape of a ferocious 
saodmal. If in an encounter of this kind, the 
guns with which a few of them ore armed can be 
brought to bear upon the animal without en- 
dungenng the hves of their companions, it is 
despatched, if not, they are glad to make fut 
opening ^r its escape. 

There is a good deal of inn in the composition 
of the African character Oddity of person, car¬ 
nage or dress is eagerly seized upon and ridiou- 
led or mimicked with such truth and humour 
as to often render the object caricatured* wheth¬ 
er black or white, any thing but oomfoitfihle un¬ 
der the lash of their irresistibly comic and ndi- 
GulouB representations and exaggerations. It is 

not often that meuM of rank unbend from tbetr 
dignity 80 far as to give^loose to their fancy in 
bandinage on each other, for reasons already ex¬ 
plained, and a white troderi captain or surgeon 
18 generally considered too saored a perscaaage to 
be made the subject of ridioole; not perhaps that 
they oare much about him* but from prudential 
motiyes ayoid giyiug oftano^ to a man who is, or 

may at some time, be r>f service to them in the 
way of trade. 
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1 recollect in Bonny a comical, squat, hairy, 
monkey*faced old fellow with a low forehead^ 
long arms, and the agility of a oat, an inimitable 
immio. The old fellow could act the monkey 
to admiration. I haTc seen more than one whiter’ 
man deceived by his antioa when at a short dis- 
tanoe from him, whilst amusing a body of spec* 
tators m the open air. During my first sojourn 
in Aihca I was one day the subject of deception 
by this fellow and the unwilhng means if afford¬ 
ing fun for a gaping multitude of natives 
In passing through the market-place my ears 
were assailed with peals of laughter proceeding 
from a concourse of people on a piece of irregular 
ground ETuitable for the exhibition. On sudden¬ 
ly tumiif^ the comer of a house I caught sight 
of what I supposed to be a very large monkey 
playing antics, Wbat on immense monkey" I 
involuntarily exclaimed and I declare if they 
have not tied him on on a-p—-cloth." The moment 
be saw me he set up a loud obatteiing, made a 
few bounds towards me, ^t his arms about my 
legs as if to hug me, bounded off u few paces 
and back agaiu as if lie was Mvitm^fa oompaissm 
to a gfune at gambols; socatohed chat¬ 

tered, stretobed his lips to the greatest extMSt 
and pursed them up, grunted, pretended to be 
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hunting for pediculi on his hairy limbs, catch¬ 
ing, cracking them with his teeth and swallowing 
them Observing my confusion, the multitude 
laughed louder than ever at the idea of the mon- 
T?ey taking mo for one of his kind—not very com- 
phmontary by the way. I soon began to suspect 
the trick and at once entered into the fun and 
my doubts were changed to certainty when ho 
said in tolerable English, without throwing off 
the character he had assumed, that time 1 come 
for ship to-morrow, dotto^ (doctor) you must give 
mo one glass of grog ’ “ I will” I said ‘‘ and an old 
shirt into the bargain ” 

Fancying perhaps that he had displayed as 
much of the monkey antics as was agreeable to 
the spectators, he changed the scene and person¬ 
ated a white man composing and wnting The 
peculiar manner of several individuals is assu¬ 
med. He sticks a'^hit of stick, to represent a 
pen, behind his ear or^^ holds it in lus mouth; 
rubs lus forehead, folds his arms, or walks about 
with his hands to his sides as if thrust to the 
very bottom of his breeches pockets—though 
hk'' the Highland-man you cannot take off his 
breeks—turns up his eyes as if recalling some* 
thing to memory or matters tip himself, till hat¬ 
ing caught the idea of expression he is m search 
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of be seizes his pen and writes with the rapidity 
of lightning. 

In a country where a knowledge of letters— 
where the arts and sciences are unknown, and 
agriculture is in its infancy, it is not suprising t^ 
find that the amusements should be such as con¬ 
sist in gratifying the animal appetites and very 
trifling pastime. Men of the highest rank and 
grjjatest intellectuality fritter away their time, 
not employed in business or in gross a&imal in¬ 
dulgences, in frivolities. 

I shall never forget finding the king one day 
when I called upon him engaged in the art and 

it 

mystery of making soldiers. A number of lads 
eight or ton years of age were kneeling before Ins 
majesty^seated in his usual place, on his ordinary 
seat, an empty gun chest, with an instrument in 
his hand something like a broomstick with which 
he was giving them tremendous thumps on tbeir 
bare heads. ''Hallo king’ said 1 "what thmg 
you do now?’* "Don’t you see^” "Yes”! said 
"I see you trying to break that pole or stake, or 
whatever } ou call it, over the heads of these boys 
who langh and look merry enough. What 
does it mean?’* " I be making soldiers." " Soldiers 
are you ? Well! nut them to the drill a little bit 
and I will review inem." no savvy them drill 
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and them review, what do they mean “ Why, 
let me see their qualifioationSy how they stand 
fire—what sort of soldiers they be/’ He began 
a bnsk patter on their heads with his stick, and 
continued it along his hne of recruits and back 
agum a few times till I called him oif and ex¬ 
pressed myself well satisfied with his formidable 
and well disciplined troop. But how do you 
know King which arc good soldiers and ready^or 
service?*’ “ Why look you/’said he, ‘‘that fel¬ 
low" letting fall a blow on the top of his head, 
“ that follow IS not a very good one, but he will 
do for a common soldier, you see that time I hit 
him he winks; but this" strilpng another a blow 
strong enough to fracture the skull, of a white 
man, but which seemed to make no more impres¬ 
sion on him than it would on a smith’s anvil, 
“this is a capital fellow and fit to make a gener¬ 
al, I think I must call him Bounaparte oi Wel¬ 
lington." « 

Notwithstanding their fine mihtary names, they 
are too great cowards to stand up and fight a 
regular battle. Their mode of warfare is the 
^Y^nlla or bush fighting. 

The late King Pepple of Bonny on his death 
bed appointed his fitvourit^slave Anna Pepple 
to take charge of his iiooses, womm, and goods. 
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for the benefit of his son, tho present king, and 
to manage the afioirs of the state till he should 
arrive at a^e to take the office tlpon himself; but 
tho old slave was so intoxicated with his power, 
that instead of giving up his regency at tho pro¬ 
per time, he attempted to plant himself firmly 
on the throne of his late master, and keep the 
lawful heir m a state of vassalage. However a 
ca]^tain of an Enghsh man-of-war wa» induced 
to interfere at the instance of the European a- 
gents, whose trade was in danger of suffering 
from the broils, and place Fepple in his pro¬ 
per position of king. Old King Fepple had 
supplanted his master. King Holiday in the same 
way, after the death of Holiday's father, who 
had previously supplanted a son of King Oeorge, 
Holiday s master. 

Things now went on pretty^moothly, the king 
and the old regent, who still retained power, 
sharing the honours and profits of the monarchy 
between them for a while; •but as old Anna was 
more than a match in intelligence and intrigue 
for the young king, be contnved to^ appropijaf;^ 
the hon's share to himsdi^ which led to a war 
between the two houses and finally terminated 
in the king gaining a complete victor;. 
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All tlie Afirican houses stand a short distance 
from each other like villas m the suburbs of an 
English city Annas and the king's were witliin 
a oonplo of hundred yards of eaoh other, the 
chouse of another great chief, Ennnshaboo, (Man¬ 
illa Pep pie,) who was also a slave of the old king, 
only intervening A kind of bush fighting was 
kept up some days with trade guns charged with 
pieces of copper manillas cut into slugs, a^d a 
few sword outs were exchanged I went on shore 
with two Englishmen to try to effect a comprom¬ 
ise between the belligerents and we partly suc¬ 
ceeded and had an opportunity of seeing their 
mode of conducting a civil war. 

Men and women were engaged m cutting up 
manillas, rounding the pieces for shot and in 
loading fire- arms, while men and strong lads stole 
out and fired at any living thing belonging to the 
enemy Neither women nor children were spared 
The old ohief^with his bhief mate sat composedly 
in the middle of a larj^a court m the centre of his 
house giving orders. A fire blazed before him, 
and close ^ his side stood a barrel of gunpowder 
*^itb the head out Wo remonstrated with him 
on the danger of allowing gunpowder to be placed 
so neer the fire observed it be ready 'pose 
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U want to use it. Does ObuUo (ElQ0 Pqpple) 
think to take me alive ? No, he oaiitiot. Tose 
he oome close for my house I put fire for that 
gunpowder and then he oaaaot take '‘Itohie" 
—•his mate—‘"and me." “ Itohie" is the name, 

of the eldest son of an Eboa gentlemen and is 
distinguished by being denuded of all the dkin of 
the forehead. Ou expressing surprise at bis talk¬ 
ing of committing suicide along with his main, 
be said, ‘"nange, nange ; an abbrevuiiion of 
nangaboo, (friend, friend) you no savvy black 
man’s fashion yet, or you would not talk so." 
We asked for an explanation hot he would give 
none No doubt he alluded to their being tortu¬ 
red to death by slow means m ease of falling into 
the hand»of their enemies. The war terminated 
that day and Anna was shoin of his power and 
emoluments. He took the thing to heart and 
soon killed himself with dnnking. 

While talking to the king, a sister of'^is came 
mto the room in great ^agitation having received 
a copper bullet in the fledqr part of the leg. I 
was asked to extract the poisonous hall or slug, 
and was about to send to the ship for my field- 
case, but they could not brook l&e d^lay and my 
services were superseded by ene^ ^ the king’s 
ahves taking the office of surgeolr^iipon himself 
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In no ferj gentle manner he enlarged the open* 
mg the ball had made and poked it out vnth the 
point of the spear pointed knife worn at his side 
The loss of this patient was no cause of regret. 

Suicide is by no means uncommon in Afnea. 
When life has beoome burthensome to a chief, be 
sends his women and children out of the way, 
cooly takes out the head of a barrel of gunpow¬ 
der, sits across it, and dropping a blazing faggot 
into thef powder blows himself to atoms. Slaves 
hong themselves; a barrel of gunpowder is be- 
yond the reach of a poor slave. 

A few days after the firing between the king 
and Anna Popple had ceased, both houses met to 
enter into a final compromise. The king and 
Anna were seated in the open air betv sen their 
houses, at the distance of about forty yards from 
each other; a very sacred Ju-ju mado of bones 
and wood and oow?red with blood and feathers 
being placed 4nidway between them as a safe¬ 
guard, that neither party might attempt to pass 
the sanctuary to midee an attack on the other.' 
So very sacred is this Ju-ju, that a dog attracted 
by the blood happening to touch it with his nose 
w^as seized by the hind legs by a pnest whe dash¬ 
ed Its brains out against a tree. Each party was 
attended all hia* women, and children, and 
slaves, who mdntained a profound silence. 
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The priests and some lazy fellows who call 
themselves Parliament Gentlemen, from their 
taking part in debates relating to the affairs of the 
country, act as expounders of their oral laws, and 
as referees. In this kind of trial or compromise* 
several days are often occupied in adjusting dif- 
ferences and settling on the fines to bo paid by 
both parties to the pnests and M P’s, and it is at- 
tenc^pd \\ ith a great deal of ceremony The priests 
are the medium of communication and receive 
speeches and messages delivered m a low tone, 
leaning on a long staff, and repeat them in the 
same manner. At the meeting I am speaking 
of between the king and Anna, a large guana 
crawled out of a hole near to where Anna was 
seated ai/d remained by him till the first day's 
business was concluded. This circumstance was 
looked upon as a happy omen for lum and his 
party and put them quite ints good spirits, and 
he took care that the lung should be reminded 
that be was under the special care of the gods by 

firequently appealing to the ciroamstanoe of the 
reptile having joined^us party. 

Almost as much time was oecupied in settling^ 
about the fees, as in adjusting the difference. 
Pour thousand tglnges or monillas were at first 
demanded but eventually it aras agreed that two 
thousand should be paid between them. 
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WbSD they proceed to the intenor to fight or 
piBsge a foreign enemy, and to convoy trade 
canoes to and from the markets, their ooooes are 
armed with two, four, and six-pound guns iMbed 
) to the bows and stems, and fixed on swivela a- 
mid'ships. They have some very large pieces of 
cannon laid about the doors of the great chiefs, 
but I never heard of them heing used in a hostile 
manner but onoe, when they directed them against 
the shipping and drove the ships from their 
moonngs and pretty well nddled the sides of one, 
traatfhent tidily deserved for puttmg an ofiensive 
we^n to be turned against one, into the hands 
of a barbotooB people. 



chaptbb xyii. 

DOCTOES. 

NatiTa Dooton^RtiB stoppefi—Snifsr >l(e4kAl treAimant 
—Snrgical opamtiqns—Cn^g • jimt off the itDOB^ 
Moon’s first womaa-—Doi|||ojiiig dUlifni—-While men 
under the treatmeat of a 

The African doctor in the exercise of his craft, 
gulls the#people almost as mdoh as the pnest 
does m exercising bis. 

These impostors profess to be endowed with 
miraculous powers, and the faqplty of ounng dis 
eases by channs and enchantmentitfi apd like the 
rain-makers of South Africa fleece Ae people by 
imposing on their crednlitj; to an astonishing de¬ 
gree, when we consider the cunnipg and talent 
the chiefs display in trade and in the ordinary 
affairs of Hfe ^ 

Rude as is their surgery, common sense is ex- 

flf 

ercised in the pracdon of it tp wmch their medi¬ 
cal treatment can lay no claim. ,A Enropean 
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must have been in tbeir country some time and 
admitted to a considerable degree of intimacy be> 
fore he is allowed to be an eye-witness of the 
tom-foolery of a patient under the treatment of 
^ his doctor. 

The learned son of Esoulapius is painted, has 
hiB^ead decked with a cap and bells, has bells 
fastened to his anus and legs ; and is dressed in all 
his finely. Thus bedizened^ he dances and *^cnt8 
all sorts of capers before his patient. He has 
sagacity enough not to administer much medi- 
cine, bat pretends to ta^ the physic himself by 
which his patient is to be benefited. 

The patient having pointed' out the seat of the 
disease, say of 'dysentery, the doctor takes a 
piece of root of some kind out of the lutle box 
that contams his medioaments and shews it, at 
the same time robbing his hand over the region of 
his owh stomsoh. ^ When hehas gottheroot redn-^ 
oed to small pieoes, he whirls roond and round on 
one leg puffing itoutOf his month Bshe goes round 
Before oommenoing bu antios he is Supplied with 
an egg anda fowl, oomprising part of his fee, with 
' wksh he tonohss the effeofod part before taking 
his depatfore. 

During a very stormy.night King Pepple once 
sent a head slave, ^th a welhknown ring from 
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hxs master as a badge of bis office, to request that 
I would visit bis majesty, who was ill. When 1 
arrived at bis house he was sick and vomiting, 
and evidently much alarmed at the idea of having 
had poison admimstered with his evening s meal# 
or that he was suffering from the equally deadly 
/'poison for eye" (in his estimation), of the witch. 
After getting him to drink plentifully of warm 
water to enable him the more easily to disgorge 
the contents of an over-burthened stom&h, I re¬ 
commended a composing draught, which he re« 
fused to take for some time, unless 1 would take 
one also. 1 declined the f^plite invitation and 
had some difficulty tc^^ake.him understand that 
medicine that might cure a flick person, would 
make a h*ealthy man sick. 

A native doctor had the impudence to tell a 
chief when I was present, daring the rainy sea¬ 
son, that he could prevent il raining for three 
whole days if he thought proper. I denied his 
power to do sq, and the chiei and 1, made a wa¬ 
ger of a puncheon of ptfm oil about it. The 
chief lost his wageii but I never exacted payment 
The doctor af^rw^irds admitted had^ no^ 

the power to prevent it raining cojqHiiy to the 
wishes of a white men. ^ , 

^ .Anpther tunp^ on ridiculing a .dpptor on his 
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fceteodsd kzuMrlsdge of the heahog art and his 
minouloas pomn, a ohisf aaid the doctor could 
stgike me dead ia a nucBte mthout touching me. 
I doared him to it under stipulation that no yio- 
• lenoe should be used and that aothing should be 
put iato my tombo.. Aftar coalering mth lam, 
Idle chief lold me that he made some uort of sx- 
ooae ou the sooce of a vbite man being Ju>ju 
I wsw knew a blai^ man fiwt for an 'excuse.* 

Ihsy do howeew adopt some mbdioinal mea- 
snree. When labouiuig under fevers, diseases to 
which Aey are ueey 8Vlpeot> patients are mode to 
•itneaclaiga fires th^ «e afanost roasted, and 
to'fid) thdr bodisBnll ow with pahn oil and use 
k intemaHy. Palm oil is used without a doctor’s 
instruoUons and is looked upon as a panacea 
Jalap ia somsfines administered, and perhaps 
otimr roots possess mediomal properties. 

Slief nasurnttehipt to perform the large oper¬ 
ations of surgery, and a leg not allowed to be 
amputated by a Sunpean enrgeen under any 
etiuamstanoes. A eldve huriug nomved a severe 
ityury of the feet waS'SeDt tome, and I found it 

ih Vfd/n 4o lave awm's life, for it 
40 be removed, bit weo not ailowed to perform 
tbe.operation without the fchkg first being oonanl- 
ted. Hss megesty sInt me word that I wmbon no 
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aoooant to out it off, as "'Ju-ju no would/’ {thb 
priefitfl would not allow it) The limb became 
gangrenous and tbe poor felloW'^ed sbortly af¬ 
terwards. 

But an arm may be amputated. A*" slave,* 
whilst bathing in shoal water» was attacked by a 
shark. The voracious creature seized above 
the elbow, stnpped tbe limb to the bone, and 
cartied awky the hand. I took off the am above 
the elbow-joint, and had an opportunity ofvrit- 
ncssing on this, 'and several other bliM^Qsions, the 
passive courage for which savages are so bdlebra- 
ted. During the operation ho spoke ndr 

winced, but held out his am with tbe gratest 
fortitude^ After the operation^ know^g that a 
good deal of attendanco would be re^JUired before 
a cure could be completed, he almost overwhelmed 
me with fulsome compliments 
(doctor,) said he, "you befal same my father, 
my mudda, my brother, my sissto, 

With an extraordinary gulpb I sWalld^ed this 
without remark, for rCmiiNhng me of Euripides, a 
refined heathen, who’ made nSe of tnuch tbe same 
kind of language upwards bf 
ago; but when h#tafd''yollt bi'^all'VaiSre my God 
Almighty/1 ^nphed; ''nay, Wy ftfend, not quite 
God Almighty,'’ helmBweieff, y«b ydu be, all but 
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80 ," putting the forefinger of the remaining hand 
acroBB the nail of his thumb, but so and you be 
same God Almighty. God Almighty give me 
chop, (food), and you make me stand (hve) to 

*^cat It." 

Since they attempt to palm their " cunningly 
devised fables" on white men, whom they admit to 
be intelleotually superior to themselves, one need 
not wonder at their own countrymen being«the 
BubjectsW deception. 

A man who had just returned from the oil 
market m the interior, and to whom 1 had been 
paying a quantity of goods, hung about the ca¬ 
bin after the others were gone, as if he wanted 
something, but did not like to ask for it. He 
frequently approached me, and then retired abash¬ 
ed or looked comioal, reminding me of Mat¬ 
thews the elder, in a comic scene personating the 
Irishman on his paesage to America with him, 
when puzaled to know whether the things crawl¬ 
ing about the deck were real turtle or mock 
turtle. After allowing him to back and fill, as 
sailors say, for some time, wondering what he 
jjianted, I Aicoated him. I* What do you want 
my ^end, you have, got yqw money, (goodgj[, 
and your dasb^ (present), and chop, (food), and 
a glwm of aroQ, (mm), ^hat more can I do for 
you?'* 
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want to ask you one question Alaboo, (cap¬ 
tain), no more I fear to speak you that palaver." 

** Don't fear my friend , tell me what it is you 
want to know, and I will answer you if I can." 

"I fear you must laugh at me, and yet*I wanf 
to know, for I no savvy myself, if what one htg 
(learned or celebrated) doctor m Eboe tell me be 
true " 

What did he tell you ?” 

‘'He said he had walked (travelledJ a very 
long way in that direction/' pointing to the east, 
''till he came to where the moon touches the 
earth, and that he cat a piece off it which he 
showed me, and I waot to know if it be trub or if 
it bo fool palaver." 

I aske^ him what made the Shoe doctor tell 
him such a tale. 

He had been sick of a fever, and sent for this 
doctor, who, to impress his pitient with the idea 
of his being a great traveller end having perform¬ 
ed wonderful exploits, and perhaps also, by way 
of poking fun out of bim,ks Jonathan* would say, 
invented this story. ^ ' i?" 

I informed him that the eardi alid the jpooti^ 
ar^ both globes, and placing lii]#at onb end of 
the cabin, I stood at the other, ani beld a cocoa- 
nht m one hand and wfth thO^ other ' passed 
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another round it, showing him that the moon at 
rising and setting only appears to touch the 
earth, and that they are at a great distance from 
each other, many times as far as between hin 
*bountry and England. The man was quite dc- 
bghted with having acquired so extensive u 
knowledge of astronomy,—said he would have 
some fun with the doctor the next time he went 
to Eboe,—paid me several hyperbolical coiriph- 

If 

ments on my vast learning, and promised to 
bnng me a parrot next trip, which however he 
forgot 

On returning m my boat from a village up the 
river, of the name of Yam.Town, on a beautiful 
moon-light night, some stars within a few angu¬ 
lar degrees of the moon were shining very bright¬ 
ly. I thought I would test my coxswain as to 
his knowledge of astronomy, so asked, pointing 
to the brightest staf in the heavens, **what thing 
that be7 (what is that.)* He looked very douht- 
ingly in my fiice, and said, that be moon’s first 
woman." Very good' and what dung that he 
pomtilig to the next in magnitude. “ Oh that he 
mood's secoiid i^oman," and so on to some others. 

i 

My coxswain being an intelhgent person, I in¬ 
terrogated him fhrthet on the subject, hopin^g to 
find undn the figure''of the moon being a person' 
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and the atars his wives, some more reasonable 
notiatis, but was disappointed. He seemed to 
understand it to be so literally. 

But to return. While sitting with Anna Fep- 
ple It transpired incidentally that some of tbem-* 
have not much faith in the **big doctors/' and 
that ill-conditioned children are destroyed. 1 
was admiring his only daughter, a hne little thing 
aboyt three years of age, when he informed me 
that ho had had some trouble in reai'ing her 
during early infancy and that his people wanted 
him to drown her “My mate Itchie," said he, 
say ‘ throw him for water ' I say never mind, 
try him a httle bit' My steward Keprema, say 
^ throw him /or water,' 1 say, nevermind try him a 
httle bit.'* My women 8aj» 'throw him for water,” 
I say, never mind try him a little bit. Every 
body say, ' throw him for water/ ' bat I no will, 1 
say^try him a little bit." 1 uemarked, "did not 
you ask them big dootm: Jto make him come up ? ' 
(make her healthy). He shook Ins head and 
smiled, as much as to say,-* what^good. 

Sometimes the priest acts as dootor. Befing 
very nraok exhausted one afternoon ^fter a busy 
day, but partly to avoid being teased by, Ay friend 
Ju-ju Tigr6, who wanted goods oif osedit that 1 
did not wish to let him have; I Ifud down on the 
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sofa, hoping to avoid his importunities without 
offending him by a flat denial. The ruse, howe- 
Ycr, did not answer till I began to complain as if 
I was ill He professed to be greatly concerned, 
und very politely offered to restore me to health 
To this I willingly consented After doffing his 
tigers-bkin hat set round with tigers teeth, he 
proceeded to charm away the complaint by very 
simple, but very effectual treatment, for I was^ell 
and engaged in business when he called early 
next morning. It consisted in nothing more 
than repeating inga^ mt, iara, tnne^ sono, 
sonomay tnnene, that is^ one, two, three, four, 
five, SIX, seven, eight, several times over, crack¬ 
ing with his fingers and thumb along the arms, 
Icg^ and body, and round the head, eveiy time he 
re piled Q number, and stroking down each mem¬ 
ber when he had repeated to number eight, saying 
sagge, wanga, sua, which may be translated, 
disease—dance, be off, get away. 

They are very pohto in not speaking when you 
arc talking, reading, \>r writing. When 1 have 
wished to get rid of a customer like Ju ju Tigr6, 
,,1 have ofteu read or written Ull his patience was 
quite exhausted, and he has gone away 



CHAPTER XVIII 
A LAZY DAY 

sure—Cleansing mouth—Washing and Dressing—Pas 
lime—Conjuring—Bullock hunting—Employment of wo 
men 

The chief has no basmcss to attend to, nor is he 
going to &gage in boisterous Ju-ju palaver He 
will spend the day lazily, and so indulges him¬ 
self with an extra hour of repose on his mat before 
the dead embers of a hro thftt went out some 
hours before cockerapemk. Having sent his 
companion for the night out of his sleeping-room 
by a door leading into the Vomen’s apartment of 
hiB estabhshment, by another he enters the court, 
close to the door of which he sits, ancf an attQpd- 
ant bands him some pieces of soft wood^ which 
he chews for an hour or so to cleanse bis mouth 
and throat from the fames of the dnnk and to- 
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baoco m which he had indulged the night before. 

I have often been amused to see King Pepple 
on first 'turning out" stretch his arms and legs, 
pull each finger tiJl it cracks, and twist his head 
*'hUf round, first on one side then the other, as if 
trying to bring it with his face looking behind 
him 

A tooth-brush resembling a small, dark-brown 
walking cane, of nature’s workmanship, cut bven 
at one end, and chewed to make the fibres of the 
wood separate, so as to resemble a common tooth¬ 
brush very thickset with bnstles, is handed to 
him with which he cleans his teeth for another 
hour 

In cohipany with some of his favdunte women 
lie now steps into the washing-room, and in their 
hands, sitting upon an empty box or piece of 
wood, he undergoes a good washing from head 

ft 

to foot; one woman emptying sundry large cala¬ 
bashes of water upon %is head, while the others 
mb him down with joloths He gives audiences 
to favburites or persons on urgent business during 
his ablutiqpe and whilst dressing. 

^ After being washed and scrubbed to his satis¬ 
faction, his favounte woman attends him into an 

a 

adjoining little lo^m, wheie his clothing and 
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ornaments are kept, ot to hia place in the court 
to dress. 

No modern exquiBtie is more fastidious about 
his dress than is the African chief. A trunk of 
which he carries the key fastened with a piece* 
of twine round his neck, is opened and a num¬ 
ber of lom-cloths displayed. He will perhaps 
turn over a hundred, and tie on several, before 
he meets with one that suits his fancy to wear 
dunng the day. When ho has selected *one that 
pleases him, he perhaps kisses it in token of bis 
admiration I have often noticed them kiss ar¬ 
ticles much prized, as cloths of former years, or 
things appreciated by their ancestors. A look 
mg'glass la often appealed to, and he vjews hmi- 
self m tvery position before his cloth is finally 
adjusted A silk pocket handkerchief is next 
folded comer-wise, and tied above the cloth pas¬ 
sed through a loop in th\. scSbbard of the knifo 
that decks his right side. A woman now rubs 
his body with a little palm oil, to give the skin a 
glossy appearance A leng string of coral or 
glass beads is put round his neck, chosen from a 
great quantity kept m'another tAnk and an. 
armlet or bracelet and an anklet put on. The 
armlet having his name and character engraven 
upon It in English^ stating that he is an honest 

M 
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manj(0 a good trader, has been present¬ 
ed by an English trader or merchant His 
hair or wool is titivated with a hard wooden 
comb with three or four teeth, and a scarlet 
^nightcap placed upon his head 

Having no pocket in which to carry Ins cotton 
handkerchief, it is neatly folded and placed 
round his neck with the ends banging down in 
front His toilet being completed, the tooth¬ 
brush is^'eftumed which he plies till breakfast be 
ready. Having had breakfast and drunk tombo 
till he is half drunk, he retires to enjoy a siesta 
for an hour, or an hour and a half After his 
siesta, he receives company and pays visits to his 
dependents or the neighbouring chiefs When 
he goes out of his grounds, a few sltt/es with 
swords walk after him,—not so much for protec¬ 
tion as to give people an idea of his importance, 
and others follow with his large Ju-ju and snuff¬ 
box. WTien taking snuff he never dips his fin¬ 
gers into the box, but takes it from the palm of 
his hand with his finger and thumb But if he 
stops at home, he whiles away the time by play- 
. ing a kind* of tune on a native lyre with one 
string; turning a barrel organ, or playing his 
muBioal box; the women and children all the 
while thronging abaut the doors to peep and 
listen to the music. 
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Perchance some conjuring tricks are exhibited. 

I have been amused more than once with seeing 
a man balancing a hen’s egg upon a piece of 
thread Before attempting the feat, however, if^ 
a white man be present, he tries to get a wager 
made with him. Standing with his feet apart, 
he ties the ends of a piece of thread round his 
legs just below the knees, places on egg upon it, 
with* the thick part of a leaf like a sticl^of kit- 
clien rhubarb upon the egg, and swings them le 
uud fro with the motion he gives his body. 

In this way he passes his time till about four 
or live o’clock, when he has dinner After din¬ 
ner he IS entertained with more music, chats with 
his wumeji, 'amuses himself with lus children, 
drinks tombo with his mates, and goes to bed 
drunk at midnight. 

The women, children, and slaves, perform 
then ablutions differently and m a more humble 
manner. At daybreak they repair to the sea, the 
river, or the nearest creek, and wading up to the 
middle, take off their clo&cs, and use them as 
we use sponges in washing, tie then^ on again 
while standing in the water, and let them dry on 
their bodies 

The kings have houses, as have also fhe chiefs, 
and women to take care of th^, in several vilk’ 
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gofl on tlie bonks of the rivers, to which they 
repair occasionally, and remain for a day or two 
Tn Bonny they have houses also, some eight or 
ten miles from the town, in the interior, where 
their superfluous goods are kept Sometimes 
the king invites white men to accompany him to 
hiB country house to hunt bullocks, that have 
soinotime, been received from the white traders 
and captains, and have become wild. The Sport 
IS very exciting, but as there are no horses nor 
other beasts of burden to ride, it is too fatiguing 
to bo long enjoyed on foot, in so bot a climate, 
and would very likely bo followed by fever, if 
long continued. There arc horses a few days 
joumoy in the intenor, that ore treated in much 
the same way that we treat dogs Two or three 
days joumoy beyond that, horses are used as 
beasts of burden 

Women pass their time in making Ashing Lnes, 
men B hats^ and httid' mats. They sit in the 
market-place with a few little things to sell, as a 
jar of rum, a few yams, plantains, and bananas, 
a short ^me every forenoon and afternoon 
These wives who are the least favourites of their 
husbands, the great chiefr, and all the wives of 
the others, are employed a good deal of their time 
in catting and oai^ng wood for fuel, fetching 
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fresh water for domestio parposes, fishing with 
semes, and in smoking and diTing fish for the 
use of the family, or for sale. The water is very 
bad, and not fit for Europeans to use. It is sup¬ 
posed to make them more liable jLo fever, *if not 
to produce it Vessels leaving England have a 
supply of water to last the ship till she arrives 
home again, but it is oustomary for vessels lea¬ 
ving the oil rivers to put into Fernando Po to 
water, and to purchase yams, which oil to be had 
very cheap, and arc the finest m the world 
Many people prefer them to the best potatoes. 



CHAPTEB XIX. 

TRADE. 

J>iticniiiinatiiig ohanoter-^Barter^Come^'—BTeaking trade 
---Shake hand—-Dashes—Tnut—Housing ship—Flattery 
—Articles of trade—Wholesale trading—Paying goods— 
Trade, soutli coast—Reoov^og debts—A white nigger— 
.Novel mode of procuring ^—Seize you^ debtor—Duke 
Kphraiin—Adulterating and prejiaring salt for/rado—Tor¬ 
nadoes—Miraculous escape—Treacherous about St An¬ 
drews—Trading In Fernando Po—Preparation for return' 
mg home—An order 


Many of the kmgb and chiefs possess great pow¬ 
ers of disonminating ohcxaoter During the first 
interyiew with a European, not a word nor the 
motion of a muscle of face, nor an expression 
i>f tlie eye, can escape their notice, and if a man 
have a ohAracter at all, they are sure to find it 
out, and treat him accordingly Some they 
bully, some they flatter and coax, while others 
the; reason with; their prominent characteristic 
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however, jn their mtercouTBe with Europeans, 
IS a mild, bland, gentle, confident ^mannensm 
you hardly expect to meet with but in refined 
society, well calculated to mislead those ignorant 
of their true character. 

They arc keen, cunning men of businesB, very 
grasping, and leave no means untried to over¬ 
reach you in bargam-making. Europeans gene¬ 
rally suppose that the white traders take advan^^ 
tago of their innocence, ignorance, and himpheity 
It IS true they sometimes have done bo, but as a 
general rule, never was there a greater mistake 
If you prevent them cheating and robbiiig you, 
you do very well, and ought to' be perfectly satis¬ 
fied, and need not expect more, even should you 
unfortunately have the disposition to overreaeh 
yourself 

It 18 almost unnecessary to inform the reader 
that money is not the mediuA of trade. Busi¬ 
ness is conducted by bflffter or an exchange of 
goods A new description of goods on being 
first introduced into the^ country has no fixed 
value, and if it takes, yon can fix the pnee, 

which, however, is soon brought down by ttiem- 
selves if you liave an abundant sop^, whatever 
you may ask, or your article be redly worth 
The pnee of goods hwe, as elsewhere, » regi|la- 
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ted by the supply; for instance, ^hen there has 
been much sickness amongst a numerous ship¬ 
ping, I havo known fowls to nse from sixpence 
to two shillings a piece, when they could be 
'bought at no great distance, but too far to send 
purposely for them, at sixpence per dozen I 
have known tobacco fall from seven to eight 
hundred per oent in a few weeks, in consequence 
of vessels suddenly amving loaded chiefly with 
that article. 

As soon as the ship is safely moored opposite 
the town, the trader goes on shore to arrange 
with the king what goods are to be paid as 
“ oomey" or custom. The quantity is regulated 
by the registered tonnage of the ship, vou must 
settle with him the best way you can as to the 
quality Generally speaking, he is not bad to 
deal with in settling for comey, not half so bad 
as in bis pnvate dade transaotions The profits 

of the latter are his own of the former, the coun¬ 
try participates 

While you are about^ettling comey and paying 
visits, all halide on board ship are engaged m 
lowering masts and yards, stowing away sails 
and clearing part of the hold of the vessel of 
empty oasks and shakes, &c., preparatory to sto- 
nog oil, &o., in thar place, and m building a 
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roof over the deck. The ceremony of breaking 
trade, as it is called, is then gone through. The 
things discharged from the hold arc sent to the 
beach to be under the protection of a oouple of 
Kroumen, or natives, who build a bouse of sUckap 
and mats on the spot where they are landed, in 
which they reside, and are accountable for the 
goods committed to their charge. 

The firing of a blank shot from a cannon and 

the hoisting of the ship s colours, are ^gnals to 
the inhabitants that you have settled with the 
king, and that yon are ready to commence pur- 
ohasing and taking goods on board. For some 
days the slup’s cabins and decks are crowded 
with visitoss eager either to trade with you, beg 
a shakd^hand, (a little present on first shaking 
hands], or steal. There is no end of their flatte¬ 
ry and compliments. The hypocritically joyous 
countenance, the repeated fibger-cracking, and 
the far-fetched ccnnpbiBeDtB would induce a per¬ 
son, uninitiated into the mystenas of their char¬ 
acter, to suppose them to be the most amiable 
people, and bis very best friends in the world. 

They are extremely liberal in theif promises of. 
trading with you, an object they know yon are 
anxious to gam in order to secons dispatch 
They will tell you that every thing you hav^ ta- 
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ken 18 of tho very best quality and exactly suited 
to tho then state of the market, tho great ob]ect 
of tho major part of them being to put you into 
such a good humour with yourself and with them 
<hat you may ^ive them a''shake-hand ' Y ou have 
far less trouble with the chiefs who really, do in¬ 
tend to trade with you and who do business to 
the amount oi many thousands of pounds in the 
course of a year, than you have with the numer¬ 
ous small traders and purely shake-hand custom¬ 
ers. 

A oustom incidentally introduced, if to their 
advantage, can never bo got rid of again Ma¬ 
king presents, or dashes has become part of the 
trade from usage, and to know how to make pre¬ 
sents judiciously, IS a very important bmnch of 
the knowledge of it When tlie trader comes to 
see your goods he asks for a dash, when he 
brings you goods bo wants one , and when be 
receives payment another^ The head slaves look 
for daslies. The pilots both m bringing you in¬ 
to and taking you out of the nvers, independent 
of a hxed payment, receive dashes, indeed what- 
^ever the ooeksion of a kdack man's coming on 
board may be, a dash is always solicited, and 
except in icollecting trust sometimes, nothing 
connected with tradeirires your patience so much 
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as their importmuties for presents Then there 
18 a swarm of Ju*ju men and Parhament Gm- 
tlemen that worry and tease you almost to deaUt 
for dashes One or two of the chiefs of this ra¬ 
pacious crew you arc almost obliged to* give » 
tnfle to, and the rest you get rid of as you best 
can Pleading poverty is perhaps one of tlie 
least oilensive mothudb of ridduig yourself of their 
company, as you thus acknowledge their merit, 
and plead inability to reward it. • ^ 

Few tilings astonish a wMte man so much on 
a first Yibit to this place, on a trading expediton, 
as the amount of goods solicited by and in¬ 
trusted to,this people. With the utmost con¬ 
fidence a fellow nearly naked will ask you for 
three or* four, or even five thousand pounds 
worth ol goods on credit, and individuals are 
often trusted to that amount I have trusted 
more than one man goods, tbe returns of which 
were worth between two and three thousand pounds. 
Not one in ten however that asks for trustis worthy 
of creditto the amount of eo many farthings. Some 
few of the chiefs are really qilendid merchants 
Hard m making their bargains, but dtarict m their ^ 
payments they approach very near, in* their 
commercial transactions to thmr biethfen of Eu¬ 
rope and tbe civilized parts of Asia and America. 
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And they go about their business in a busi* 
ncss-hke manner “ Captain A or B,' a chief 
will nay, *'I want some trust." If you know that 
m the commercial sense of the word your cus- 
*iomor *18 Q good man, you will perhaps ask 
him when he means to pay you for any goods 
fad may purchase^ and what arc hia resources, 
and ho is sure to preface any thing he may 
have to say by asking, if he bus not a good 
head an6 knows how to turn any goods witli 
which you may entrust lum to good account, 
and if he has not a good nomo among white 
men, and if he does not always meet lua pay¬ 
ments Having admitted oil that he says of 
himself to be true, he will inform you that 
he has no many oanoes and so many slaves 
to man them, that he has several clever slaves to 
take command of the canoes and trade the 
goods in the intefior, and that the only thing 
he wants is money (goods) to smid to market 
Trusting to any great amount, or even at all, 
depends entirely upoi> circumstances If a 
trader have a good name and a large house, that 
, is, numerous ’ wives and slaves—pretty good 
ontena of his wealth—he may be trusted. But 
some of the young aspirants to commercial fame 
may as safely be twisted as great chiefe To 
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acquire wealth, ho kDOWB he must culiiTato a 
good namOf which makes him attentiye to busi* 
ness and prompt in his payments These men 
are easier to treat with than the wealthier mer* 
chants , * • 

To purchase sticks and mats made of bam¬ 
boo split into thin pieces like laths, to be used 
for thatch, and to house the ship snugly over 
to protect It and the people from the heavy 
rains that begin in Miiy or Juno, aCd^ continue 
to fall almost witJioui intermission for neveral 
montlis, and from the scorchinj rny of the 
sun, oa upK S several days 

A de^'cription of housing a .'^hip for the pur 
po«»e of B('cnnng her from the damaging effects 
of the extremely heavy rams and the intensely 
scorching rajs of a Yertical sun, may interest 
the genorai reader 

After the lofty masts hate been lowered a 
picco of timber forked •at one end, about half 
the height of the main-mast, is placed nght 
aft with the forked end uppermost and there 
secured. One end of a mast or yard is then 
put upon the fork and the other llsbed to the • 
mixzen-masL Other masts or yards are then 
lashed between the mizzen and matt-mast, and 
the main and fore-mast, and another capned 
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forward so to project over the stem. Small 
spars Jiro then earned on each side of the ves¬ 
sel about eight feet from the deck fore and aft, 
likewise Between tho high tier ui the centre 
an<l the low tier at the sides of the \esse], long 
slieks me lashed, and all logethei form ^ skel¬ 
eton roof projecting three or four feet over the 
^ide of the ship, winch is covered by laying 
mats one over another, like tiles or hlntes on 
the roof of a house, and stitching them to tlie 
sticks with long broad needles made of pieces of 
iron I loop 

During the rainy season no business oan be 
proceeded with till tins is accomplished, other¬ 
wise the jialm oil which is started" down long 
canvas tubing through httle hatches cut lu 
the deck for the purpose, would get mixed with 
w atci 

livery thing being prepared for tlio reciption 
of goods, trade cbmmdhces, every one being 
anxious to obtain goods on credit If it he the 
iirst time you trade h ship, the chiefs and 
|mall trade^ approach the subject cautiously. 

• They will appnze you of their great wealth 
and importance and the large amount of bur 
siness they fcd when you were captain, surget>ii, or 
clerk of such and ^uch a sliip, how well thev 
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paid thcir debts without detaining the ship a sin 
gle day—the rascals perhaps never paid at all— 
what very good fnonds yon used to be, perlinps 
ask how tho parrot or monkey is tliey presented 
to you on a previous voyage, ipsiiiuat^ tJiat' 
they know you would bring a ship to trade that 
voyage, you aie such a clevoi fellow and “savvy 
])lack man’s fashion” and have told thoir women 
and boys so After a long palaver to this eflect, 
they ftsk you to trust them, if you hefijfUte Uu-n 
feel certain of success, and ask for a large a- 
mount, four times more than they know you will 
let thorn have, supposing that after asking so largo 
an amount you will never refuse them a oousid- 
erable quantity The goods being oxamined, a 
bargain struck and a hook signed to the eflect 
that if you arc not paid by a certain tune th( v 
shall make certain forfeits, and the goods bang 
paid to them, they go away in great glee to spend 
the evening in joUificatiom 
The staple articles of trade arc ^^lanchestcr 
cottons, guns, gunpowder# tobacco, rurn, and 
cowries, and besides these there are numerous 
Ollier articlea of commerce taken out, of less^im¬ 
portance as iron bars, copper and brass rods, 
beads, knives, matohets, soap, earthenWhre, crys- 
tal, jars, iron pots, horns, pearl buttons, sijk 
handkerchiefs, &c, &c * * 
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In dealing with a few of the most intelligent, 
joQ pay them by wholesale in bales of cotton cloth, 
chests oi armour, and cases of beads, knives. Sue 
Those of less intelligence, and when the amount 
IS small, say .from six or eight to two hundred 
pounds worth, are paid in what is called pun¬ 
cheons of bars; tliat is, a little of each kind of 
article amounting in valuo to a puncheon of oil 
Goods are colled bars from the ancient custom of 
regulatidg the value of everything by a standard 
iron bar. But they calculate the value of oil 
goods by the tghige or manilla 

A knowledge of the language is of great im- 
portanoe in conducting trade as the value of each 
article is discussed by the chief* and his head 
slaves who proceed with the goods t6 the maj' 
kets, provided you keep that knowledge to your¬ 
self, otherwise they consult with them in pnvate 
or make use of a language you do not under* 
Stand As many of Hh masters as well as slaves 
are from the interior, several languages are un¬ 
derstood on the eoa^. 

« 

In pa]pdg for goods received, the trader has 
an ^infinity of trouble and all his patience is 
called into requisition, be he endowed with e- 
ver 80 milch of that virtue. Although it is per¬ 
fectly understood liiefqre you begin to hand them, 
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iheir goods, what qnaDtity of each article is to 
bo paid^ they torment you olmost to death with 
‘’change dis, change dot/' and take care gener¬ 
ally to be on the right sido^ as to value. If 
yon getout of patience they \m11 coolly say “no 
vex my captain change be change, it no bo dash, 
black dog you know lor wliite monk" (monkey.) 
Then comes the dasii He first wants a vnlunblo 
article, as a gun or a piece of high-priced cloth, 
which if lie does not get, nay wheth#C: ho does 
or not, he next solicits an article of less value as 
a knife, then a nightcap, then a mug, afterwards 
a plate, and lastly a tobacco pipe. 

Some articles as rum, tobacco, and cownes ore 
sold wholesale , the tobacco and rum m hogsheads 
and purfhheons, which is by far tho pleasanteat 

part of the trade. The amallest quantity of oil 
received is a puncheon. 8ome of tho canoes aro 
very large and carry nine or Sen tons. These go 
up to Eboe, and the Brass river when no vessel 
18 there 

Tedious as trading is pn ibis part of the coast. 
It IS condneted with dispatch compared to tho 
wearisome method of carrying it on fo the south*, 
ward, for there you are often occupied half a day 
in purchasing an elepbani's tusk at a bag of 
gum copal, and there is ao*iemcdy. The Eiiso* 

N 
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pean trader has tried over and over aguia to in^ 
duo0 them to lake a fair pr.ce, ^\hat tliey will 
eventaally tak^*, nt once without luc^gling for 
hoiira. but all tojio purpo-rjo After the tooth or 
bag n weighed, half fli<* quantity of goods )ou 
mean to givo for it is LuJ at tlie foot r)f th<’ owner 
and }OU keep adding to tlie li^ an c/ue thing 
and then another till he is satibiijJ, oi r.itlici, till 
ho finds lie oun got no raoro One of hm gieal- 
esL pleustrreg in ]ifo IS higgling and di-puting, 
not in violent angry alr^TOution but a fiitndly 
sort of teasing in nttemptin^ to oveiieioli )oii 
When you have sold all the goods that rLtn lin¬ 
ed after giving tnisr, \ou Ftnd up llic lofty 
masts of the ship that w’en'lowei».d ^iftei moor 
mg, as Q signal that \ou Imio done tnidhig, and 
ore now watimg for the returns foi }oui trubt, 

and this is the time thut your real tr ulle com- 
menoeo. Some ofi the people that mtido such 
splendid ppomisea of upadjng with you when you 
first entered the river, have never been near your 
slup sinoe they were Irj^sted, "but have beeu tra¬ 
ding with other skips on ready money terms with 
your gtioddC This is exceedingly vexatious; by 
gitiDg eredit, you perhnfis lose a good customer, 
and run ^ risk of losing your goods into tha 
borpgdiijitr at tesstof Jiiemg pat to gieot^troiiUo 
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and anxiety, and if }ou d*> not gjvc credit, the 
great merchants will not do basinoss with yuu. 

Your best fiieuds now Ictivo off trading with 
other ships, and si nd >on the oil as it oomes 
dovn fiom Ehoo, Qinu, Xc * «• 

If any to \vIioi:i >011 Iia\o given trust be tra¬ 
ding \utli olIjv. 1 Willi your good^, ni order 
to lain til' capiful o\ir as ofton ns possible, or 
tlHircuif^LS i.MVo bi'cn detnini d at the various 
oil nnilvet*', the wiirk of dnnnirig crvun^'nots m 
can bi, and to (onvinfo thorn that you aie really 
m tarn *st, ytui pnliaps visit tliem tlin^e times a 
day , )0’u tri.ind if not al\says alluded to, is per- 

footl^ nad'Ulood ‘'Whut come again captaiu/’ 
a tiad'i l]*.s Slid to mo the ll'inl vj^^it, ‘'that 
time it'*be foikernp^ak, T lo(*k \our face, Uiat 
tune sun bi md lor top, (nooii), 1 look your 
faCf; .iiid njw tliat iimii jTi**n want to go moona 
(sleep) I look jour face ngaiii, wliat paJuver this ' 
be"'” “Trust, my frwnd, 1 want my money. 
What thing you tell me that time yon ^et my 
money ? You no tell I cannot stand (wnit) 
one duy fur jour side, (on your acconni} and 
don't you seo what way my ship nunib wtnnd, and., 
by-tnd-by my people*must cry for chop” If 
they promise to pay yon on eertfun day, you 
maj generally depend upon them^* M you uo 
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very much tried, you sometimes lose or ofFeot Co 
lose all patience, nnd call them ugly names, as 
niggers, bushmen, &c , and, threaten, to ^^make 
book,*' nnd send it to all the white men to inform 
tjiem that they are rogues and not to be trusted, 
and to toll the merchants m England to caution 
their agents against having an)thing to do with 
them. If they have the means of paying, this 
sort of language will generally have tlie desired 
effect, buU you, hko themselves, must study the 
charaoters you have to deal with, and treat them 
accordingly. If their canoes are at the fairs and 
they have no means of paying till they return, 
they will perhaps bluster a little also, nnd ask 
you how you suppose tliey ore to pay ^ when they 
have nothing. Occasionally, however, they be> 
come very saucy. After rating a great man 
soundly for being so tardy in meeting hia pay* 
meats, be called me ,a “ white nigger,' os a set off 
for my having called him a'/black nigger.** ^*What 
way," said 1, '^you call me nigger, I befiree-man, 
—I be Ifentleman in my own oountry." Chi," 
said he, what way yon call yourself gentleman. 
Who them sitp belong for^ he be yours?*' 

I replild, ** tho ship is hot my own proper^." 

W^ll ihen^^oQ be white nigger, suppose yon no 
nigger, yon bring your own ship, and ne 
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'tother ^man 8 ship " Upon the i^hole, gentle 
treatment and a little coaxing answers the best, 
or a mixture of the rough and smooth, as I once 
heard an old trader remark, the best way to treat 
a black man, is to hold out one hand to shalfe 
hands with him, while the other is doubled ready 
to knock him down. 

A trader, who had been a long time detained 
on account of trust, made appbcation to a man* 
of’Wor ofiBcer, who happened to egUb into the 
liver to look after slavers, to assist him to obtain 
his oil. The creditor was my old friend, King 
Pepple, and I beheve he had not the means of 

meeting the demand at the time. He pleaded 
inabihty, but the mon-of-war’s-man threatened, 
and told him he must pay whether he had palm 
oil or not '*What way mast I do that,** said 
the king, *'do you think I can p— forty pun¬ 
cheons of Oil.” No,” the Officer replied, “ I do 
not suppose you can db that." Do yon think I 

can 8 - him.” ^*No, no,” said the officer, 

half ashamed. ** Then«what way I do ?—I no 
have em!” ^ 

Occasionally yon are obliged to mi^ yoor* 
boats With white men, and proceed a few miles 
np the creeks daring the night, ahd wait for 
canoes coming down with dieir ci^oes, ond^eize. 
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SEIZE YOUR DEBTOR. 


thofio Y^liich belong to }our debtors, and tow 
them to the ehjp I Imvo seen conoe-mcn so 
alarmed, on pulling f^uddonly upon, them, as to 
jump overboard and make for tlie busli, supposing 
tiSiat they wero surprised by nn ciiemv , but aa 
soon 08 they found wo were Euglislimcn, they 
returned. This is dangerous both on account of 
tho frequency of accidents and the risk to health. 
I havo returned on board m a morning, after In^ 
ing out iik^a boat ali night, so disfigured with 
being stung with mosquiUos, as hardly to bo 
tocognisable. 

When all otlier means fail, your Inst resource 

* • 

‘IS to watch your debtor till he come on the river 
to visit some ship, if you cannot induce him to 
oomc on board, and make him prisoner* Then 
a palaver commences in earnest Locked up 
with him m tho trade-room, he first assails yoa 
with a ToUoy of nbwsive epithets, and perhaps 
threatens to kill you the first time )oagoon 
shore. Above all things, you must keep 
yonrself cool, and iio( exhibit the slighteet 
«inptom of fear. Finding that blustering and 
„ tiesing will^not indoce you to let hun go, lie 
goes oh another tack. Coaxing, flattery, and 
** sweet-mouth,” (fair promises) are equally una- 
vailmg, ha cannot be allowed to leave till the 
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ktt facing is paid. He then tnes to exoito 
your sympathy by tears and debases liilbself by 
falling upon bis hnees before you, to entreot yea 
to let him go, and lie will pay you every “ flint*' 
yesterday or to-morrow—the teims are eynony- 
mous.—His wives, cliildren, and slaTes, will 
laugh at and despiBo him , he will lose oast with 
his countr\men and credit with white mn. 
When he finds that nothing he can say will 
and that he must pay hts debts bef^ being PO* 
leased, he will perhaps burst into mughter, and 
tell you, you are all ** same devil," and order th# 
head slave that accomponies bun, to go to the 
beach, and bring you ofi* your due. 

A few hoars after a palaver of this kind, I haws 
gone aShore, and liave been treated in the Idndeil 
manner possible, without the disagreeable ckouoi* 
stance having been alluded to 
If a man exert himself, and show a determinw’ • 
tion to get away, it 19seldom necessary to heife 
recourse to such unpleasant ntcasnteSb 

The Gr^pd Duke Epfaratm, and tbo prinapal 
chiefs of Odd Csfnbar are acquamled with the arts 
of rending and writing which they%pply in tfaeii 
business tmnsaetions. The inbtfiitanfl of the 
other nvers tmat entarely to their mcWiories whicdi 
ueoessity Mid nsohave Onshled them to eolfiiwfo 
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ADULTERATION. 


and Btrengtben to an extraordinary degree. Al¬ 
though ttrey trust to their own memories they will 
not trust those of Europeans, neither will they 
trust to their books, they have more confidence 
themselves than they have in you and the arti¬ 
ficial assistance you have at command. Receipts 
for elephant's tusks, oil, Ac , are given in wnt- 
ing. Agreements of all kinds and promissory 
notes, and orders upon the offioera of the ship are 
also given ^jjnder your hand, on scraps of paper 
which they foid carefully up and tie in the cor¬ 
ners of thoir handkerchiefs A native trader 
doing business with ten or fifteen ships at the 
same Ume, whose transactions extend to every 
article of oommerce they have, has an incredible 
number of these written documents or books," 
but I never new a wrong book presented. Their 
head slaves and wives assist in arranging, taking 
^oare of, and remembaring them. 

Afdcans arejiot a whi<^ behind Englishmen 
axtl other white people in the abominable prac¬ 
tise of adulterating their goods. Sand and oop- 
per-filings are mixed with gold dust; boiling lead 
h^pured intL the hollow of elephants' tusks to 
mSLe them weigh heavier; and water, mud, 
chopped plai^tain-sttcker, and calabash are mixed 
wkb jpalm oil to increaas its bulk. Every con*. 
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oeirabb mode of deception is resorted to, to cheat 
you. Dome them are not indifferent coopers, 
and with the coopers’ tools they have stolen from 
ships, cut off the chimes of the casks with which 
they are supplied to put oil in, .and mdke ne% 
ones, or knock down the cask entirely and 
out a stave or two, or nail pieces of wood to the 
inside of the heads of the casks. 

Prepanog salt for thd^markets in the interior 

IS a very important branch of bji^aess and ia 
conducted by women. They make little vessels, 
like round-bottomed tumblers, of clay, and dry 
them in the sun. Into these vessels is placed 
salt mixed up with clay^ond water, which is also 
dried in the sun and afterwards turned out in a 
solid mtlss. In this state it is portable being fit 
to withstand the effects of ram and a leaky canoe 
without dissolving. Of course it is used as it is, 
mixed with clay. * • 

V 

This coast is visited 4 y tornadoes accompanied 
by heavy rains and the most dreadfdl thunder, 
and forked lightning which appears to proceed 
from every quarter of the heavens at once,—the 
canopy k in a blaze, and the tfaun&r roUs and* 
cracks fearfully, overcoming the Ibud^t voice, 
and jarring the bells and glasses thrcaghout the 
aUp. Nothing will indnoe a native to stop on. 



MIRACULOUS ESCAPE. 

board during one oftlioso battles of the elementa. 
If it come on suddenly e\cry man liuiiies off to 
his canoe and pulls on shore Loaded canoes 
are deserted and sometimes s^\arap Goods are 
left laid about tho decks and cubins in the great¬ 
er disorder, every man is ofi in the greatest liur- 
rv as if certain destiuclion awaited him if ho 

ir 

should remain on bouid. Oneo on shore they 
considei tbem&cdvcs corflf^iarntively safe. Some¬ 
times a m^st IS shuttered or the people struck 
with blindness for u while, and occubionally a 
ship has been blown up And really when one 
conBidexs that tbcio is perhaps thirty or forty 
tons of gunpowder on b^aid and that tlie people 
are arrant cowards, there is no wonder at their 
making so precipitate a flight. * 

A Krouman had one of the most miraculous 
escapes from a vhip that was blown up by gun¬ 
powder, in Old Calabar, perhaps on record. It 
appears that the captain i.hile on shore had had 
a quarrel with one of his oflioers, which be took 
very much to heait; aud^on meeting with one of 
the crew he told him he would go on board, light 
n cigar» go^down idio the powder magazine^ 
knock lb the head of a band of powder and stick 
his cigar into it and blow up the ship. He went 
on* board and almost imiaediately afterwords the 
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ship bl^w up shattered into ten thousnnd pieces. 
It fortunately happened that most of the ship’s 
crew were on shore, iho^^o that were on hoard 
suffered the same fate as the vesbcl, except n 
Kroumnn beIon.<^iD[^ to the cabin who wrfs look¬ 
ing out of one of the stem ports. Tmm(‘fluitc]y 
after the explosion he found himself lo the water 

a con^'idcrable di'^tance frein where the ship was 
moored, unhurt ' 


The people a little to the east of l^al^as 

am 60 treacherous and blood thirsty that bef(»ro 
allowing tlicm to come on boaid, gurs on "wivrls 
and the blup’s ckw aimed with small arms aro 
placed oft ready to dcl»*nd the ship m case of an 
attempt to.take hir. The l»*adcr, on the fore part 
of the*deck recencs them ns they tomo up the 
ship's side, and bargains witli them, and pays them 
goods 

In Fernando Po nothing <an be more pnrai- , 
tivc and simple, and Wss calculated to cause dis¬ 
pute than their mode of selling yam", or any 
Dthcr article that tliej may Imve to dispose of 


A line IS drawn upon the sand be tween the trad- 
mg parties. Yams, &c, aro laid oA thoir side of 
the line, and beads or tobacco or whatCYbr it may 
be, on yours If the Booby is egtisfied with 
your orticlps he steps across the line and takas 
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tliem> leaTing you to take his yams, not, 

he removes them A similar custom exists on 
some parts of the banka of the river Niger. The 
wants of the Booby are so few and those so easily 
satisfied, that he is very good to treat with I 
have bought three fowls for two gun-flmta, worth 
less than one farthing 

While the vessel is being unmoored prepara* 
tory to sailing for England, the trader is on 
shore payioj^ farewell visits to his black friends^ 
and receiving orders for articles to be brought 
next voyage After making memoranda of a 
number of things to bring for achief "t’other next 
voyage*’ he said with some hesitation " now cap¬ 
tain there be 'tother very best fine thing I, want 
from hlngland, no more I fear you cannot bring 
'em. My father send for them thing long time 
past, and captain no will bnng ’em, and I no 
savvy what way he nb will, he live for your coun¬ 
try and I must pay plenty t)f money for ’em and" 

-"what in the name of wonder do you want" 

said 1 "am I to bring you Buckingham palace or 

the Thames tunnel or"-"offourie, oflburie," (no, 

jio) said he only want two wlate women,** I 
told him I could not take upon myself to iay 
that I would sell him two white women to order 

the ladies of all raidts in my counUry are free. 



AM OBOIR. 


but if merohant in England had no objeotioa 
1 wonl^i take him two white women on fireight if 
two oonid be foond willing to Iito with him, bat 
I thonght he would be bettor without, aa white la¬ 
dies are very jealous and do not like their hu% 
bands to diYido their oflectiona *So the matter 
ended and I have nut seen him sinoe 



CHAPTER XX 
I’ERNANDO rO 

TVif’r imp'^rlancc—Fi'rn'in.lo Po— Tllin rormaia— 
Pioi}u(.i‘—» H M— Vlmi i^.in il Inlii> it ^ —Circum 
cisiait—PuiU'.hmt nt 1 u .'clu tv i \ — lu lUliou 

Jlttviiifif rcc^nrJ of your bl ick fiends nil tho 
ordert. )ou think propei to tike, p^iul pertin'T vis¬ 
its of ceremony to n few of the pniiLip il chiefs, 
and taken the pilots (»n bnaul, \uu diup down 
the nvor, at spring Mdes, oul\, li the vessel be 
of heavy draught of watc», niul piocc \l to cross 
the bars. You have nt least l\su nnti\e pilots on 
board, ono of whom slaUoas himstlf nt the lore- 
part of the ship, pel haps upon the bowspnt or 
^ gibboom. Olid Uio oilier on the quarterdeck to 
direct tlie man at the helm. <»The captain howe* 
yer does no^ leave the entire piloting of the ship 
to these people, and tot no other purpose bat 
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to explain to thelKlm'^man the direction in which 
to stceV, Ills pici3(nice \v()u]tl bo necessary, for 
tlio “ btubonJ, Iiiiboaid,— l.ubojiJ, star¬ 
board, port ' of blic\i ^ eoniiiianJin^’ paz- 

zie Inrn no litiio did not llu* cijUvii.i 

mti'lligibb'* diu'CJoiis, tlic p’low'^ (iin 

Diiike tluiiisj\'s nndM.'-tood l'\ ‘ t’lul 

so” pointin,i in tl.e di!< if] >n ri .i n ’1 lii n \m ho 
the feliips b.ad t-' he k pf Tl . Lc-p up a l m 
slant b.iwliTi^’’ all tl ' no e l'" % hi. i-*, and 

Older an 1 count -01 h 1, wuiio *1 iVv i i 5 >oa> iivo 
to gno an id^. i < t iIil 11 imp >\i «e > 

A dtiv 01 t'\i) siiHua-, to ). (d) l»ii inh^Po, 
one of tlh> most beautiful I'-’and', 1:1 t'i'‘ >i\e Id, 
andvLiv Ij altlnul < oU'-id* 1 in j i' ] loxiuiity to 
the d<'fJh ((•ntjiunt It ) d lu th'. 

of Biali i ab'Uit l\S‘ r fv miles ifom ♦h * me u land, 
and IS about miles loriij a,’d broid 

In cleir wi itl> r n can ho si^ii lit fh.' diijtance of ^ 
one hundred miles t* comm:; i.uio the noith- 
wost It ajip'^ars to make 111 thre^ hummocks, but 
this IS nf>t the fact, fot f>ne of #irm is the high 
land of Camaroons ^vliich when seen in iho dis¬ 
tance with the two "AmI mouiJtQiDs t)f the island, 
they appear to be iquuhstant and altogether to 
form a group 

The appearance ofrema|ido Po on approach-^ 
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log It, 18 exceedingly imposing and majestic, fully 
justifying the titles first given to it of llermosa 
and Ilha Formosa [The Fair—Beautiful 

land,) The mountains ore connected by a high 
ijdgo of land, the northernmost part of v^hich i8 
nearly eleven thousand feet above the level of the 
sea The shore is 'formed of rocks and trees. 

4 

Some of the forest trees which reach down to the 
water 3 edge are of enormous size, and it is not 
uncommon to moor ships to them. The lower 
part qf the isund, and for about two'thirds up 
the mountains, ore extensive forests , from thence 
to near the summit the trees become scantier and 
of stunted growth. A little way up the moun¬ 
tains are various patches of cultivated, land, pro¬ 
ducing yams and Indian corn. The water is very 
cold and excellent, and plentiful all over the is¬ 
land, and the numerous streams tumbling down 
^ 1tho sides of tlie monatoins are very pretty. The 
plaj|^ altogether is a delightful contrast to the 
monotonous sameness of the low flat coast of the 
Continent It piftluoes al^undanco of goats, fowls, 
vegetables, and fruits of every kind peculijir to 
h tropical climate. It is said that a little way up 
themountams, nutmegs grow wild, and that higher 
up, there ar^ bullocks. A vanety of the moukey 
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oonsiderod by tlie natives a great delica • 
ay, is nftmeroos. The bays abound with fish, 
and turtle is sometiinea taken. From the great 
height of the moantaiaB and the fertility of the 
soil, I have no doabt but tea, ooffea, and a*variefy 
of spieea, and die pxoductionB of temperate cli¬ 
mates may be produced. 

George’s Bay and the aurtounding country, are 
exceedingly beautiful The bay le of a semi’ 
circular form,'—aevend miles deepr and wide, 
with a fine smooth water of thirty ratboms, gra¬ 
dually shoaling to ten. Those who have seen 
both the Bay of Naples and George's Bay say, 

that the latter with ita imposing ^enery, is the 
most magnrhoent 

This island, which belongs to Spain, appears 
to have been quite neglected by that country end 
the Portugese by whom it was discovered. How¬ 
ever, in 1627 the attentioD of the English gover- 

«• 

ment was directed to it^m aeoount of its favoura- 
Ue position for s u ppre ss ing slave-trade in 
the inner part of the Gulf of (Xmea, and m set- 
tlenuiit formed nt Clarence Cove at the north 
end of the island. A fork was mapned by guns, 
landed firom one of his Mejeaty's ships, tarraohs 
and an boapitai were boilt; and a governor or 
oommandaot appointed* Clarence, called aftir. 
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ABORIGINAL INHABITANTS. 


Ilia late Majesty, who was then Lord High Ad¬ 
miral of Great Bntam, contains a mixed popula¬ 
tion of natives, Kjouxnen, and white people 
Nothing oould be more favourable for thepui- 
pose for which the settlement was intended than 
this island, for it is situated in the very centre of 
the slave-market,—is well adapted as a depot foi 
provisions and fuel,—oan supply yams, water, and 
wood in abundanoe, and is a healthy spot, suit¬ 
able for the Biok and convalescent. 

The aboriginal inhabitants are stud to amoiiiu 
to about twelve hundred. They aie of a diHer- 
ent race to the people of the coast, being tullei 
and of lighter ircomplexion, as you may pcrceivu 
when the oil, clay, and filth vrith which they dis¬ 
guise themselves, are washed off, and tLoir hair 
grows fetroighter and longer. Their countenance^ 
would not be half so hideous were it not for the 
custom of tattooing. Their faces are gashed all 
over in infancy, leaving" rough, ugly, irregular 
soars What be thlair motive for disfiguring 
themselves inWns manner^ Is it under the 
notion that God may be able to discern them in 
the undiscovered oountry ^ The Eroumen tattoo, 
to distmguish themselves from other nations m 
case of failing into the hands of slave-dealers, 
ttiat as they are freemen, they may not be sold 
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into slavery On the coast, it is considered un¬ 
manly not to have two or three large gashes un 
the breast. Those that are born freemen or gen¬ 
tlemen, neither circumcise nor cut any part 
their bodies All the male slaves, nnd in some 
nations the female slaves, are circumciRed 

Those people, like their neighbours, are poly¬ 
gamists , and their wives when found guilty of 
adulterous connections, arc subjected to a very 
barbarous punishment. For the first odenr 
the h ft band is cut off at the wnst; the second 
ofi'ems IS punished with the loss of the nglit 
Iiand, nud if found guilty again, the adulteress 

loses hei bead. This punishment and tattoo- 
ing ait^ibt^ only *.rueltics known to bo practised 
b> them 

The Booby attempts an imitation of everything 
you do and say Speak to any one and be will 
do the same, imitating youf tone and al»r> your • 
^^ordb os near as he possibly can, without having 
the most distant idea of their iimort, or of giving 
ofTence Pail the bell^ and on its ceasing to 
ring, he will nse from his seat, an^ ring it also 
But this IB not peculiar to the Booby. 1 was* 
once very much amused with a Krouman who 
had left hia country with me to aotVas pilot till 

we had cleared some rochs, and who endratly 
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had not been used to a ship's cabin, attempting 
to confonn to our oastoms 1 asked'this man 
to eat with me but so awkwardly did he handle 
hi8 knife and fork, that I expected eyery moment 
be woold reoGiye cither a stab or out. To sit 
on a chair seemed to be irksome He pla¬ 
ced himself in every oonceivabje position, but 
appeared to be very unoomCortably seated till he 
had got upon it with fais fec(» and placed himself 
in the position in which his countrymen usually 
sit, that is, with hie p ostsli eiw on the calves of 
his legs his, elbows on his thighs , and lus ohm 
resting upon his luaids. 





R XXI 


OOVXBMMSNT 

Jronni of gOTernment— Pett^ Hates— Three kioge— >A «el 
e-cloth^Chiefti ebeotaCe^BJf and Uttfe^htlMr-* Par¬ 

liament geDUemen<»Tjraiiny of kinge— Patttag ttark for 
•hip—Attempted extortion— Dimtniihed power. 

a 

The government of tbo nmaoroof etatee of Wm 
tern Afnoa may be aaid to be a otnapooikl of 

patnarchy, absolute moneiehy, a&d azistocraoy, 
all these forms of govstamODt bring eseroised 

aeoording to the dif erriit cgcometaaoee >o vrtuch 
^ several nations may be placed, or the power 
and energy; or varillatKm end inocmipetnioy oi 
tbeir sovereigns. 

Some of the large statbs, as AAantee and 
Yatriba, are rakd over by poweifbl monarobs, 
who hold in ttibote sevenl smaUar anes; while 
others comprise only s few miMrable villages^ 


THREE KINGS 


:il I 


with men at their head, to whom it is almost 
IX burlesque on the name of king to that 
title, though they are styled so Of the latter 

there are several on the Krou Coast, and in 
lihe island Fernando Po. Putting into North¬ 
west, or (reorge’s Bay of that island, on an 
occasion to purchase yams, and to water, three 
kings oame on board the vessel at the same time, 
all residing in the country round the bay within 
foui or five^niles of each other, and I could not 
hut remark their superor carriage and demeanour 
when eontrastod with that of their subjects, whioli 
must be accounted for from the high notions tin y 
entertain of their exalted station, or from then 
natural supenority, which had caused*them to be 
laised to that position. One of them was called 
King George after our monarohs of that name, 
another Pull-away, from his being a good manager 
of an oar or a paddle, I should suppose , the name 
of the other I have forgof From what I could 
leain^ they scrupulously regard the bouudanes of 
their respective territories and appear tu hve in 
perfect amity They ail eagerly receive any thing 
, you may give, and do ’hot scruple to prompt you, 
should vou oYerlook, or neglect them A handful 
of cigars dynded amongst them made them chuc¬ 
kle. with delight c 
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Xho king of Q petty place on the Krou Coast, 
vrho thdught proper to honour mo i^ith a v^sit 
while at anchor off his country waiting to, ship a 
fev^ of bis countrymen to procee^with the vessel 
to her destination, had not been^ Jgng om hoaul 
hifnro he began to shuffle and twist about, and 
appeared to be very uncomfortable, and on en- 
qiiriug the cause of his uneasiness, I was inform- 
id b\ his nlate or prune minister, in a whisper. 

that hi4 majesty’s a-cloth was vet and that 

it was customary on ocoaHions of ttie kind to pre* 
s«‘nt him with a piece of cloth (from twelve to 
twentv jards) to sit on, and ajar of rum to for¬ 
tify the inner man against any ill effects that 
migltt nn<«e from the damp cloth. Such is the 
proponsit}. even of the highest class, to beg 
J excused myself from acceding to the modest 
proposal as his cloth was quite dry, and soon res¬ 
tored him to equiiibrity with the present of oi^ 
old black stuff bat aisi a glass of grog« 

Each ehief exercises sovereign authontj over 
Kis hous<,'hold. Being both prince, and in some 
respects priest, he bears a stnking resemblance 
in these and in many ^ther reqpl^ts regarding 
costotos, manner*, and mode of livid|^, to Job, 
Abraham, and the other partrfarch^ of old, hav< 
iDg however little of the ^^tnie light which light- 
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etb eterj man thoi comaili mto the vorld^'* which 
th§y posaeseed m ao eninant a degree. 

The pM)st aadont form of government which at 
fifit would bo tqpdjr paitriarohal^ as the family iH' 
cmaaed and became leaa known mid lees oared for, 
more particularly after the introduotion of elavery 
and of polygamy, would aink into tyranny and 
deapotram, or would be more mild and paternal 
aoeording to the character of the head of the 
honae. The ^.former has become eminently ao in 
most parts of Aflaeaw 

The chief is sole arbiter m all matters relating 
to hiB housebold, and ho makes, administers, 
and exeoutea the law. When a chief die»—his 
son beiog a minors—one of his head slaves is ap¬ 
pointed by the king, or the king and ohieiii, to be 
ohiaf of the bouee, /re tempore, and is allowed 
to asaume the faouly name, which he too often 
stains along with bh office, and perpetuates in 
his family what was only ^delegated to him m 
trust His daughtaci are not allowed to inherit 
in most statea and am locked upon as infieonor 
beings,—of value however, inasmuch as they gm 
birth to sons. ' 

A ohiaf It bald in tha hi^MSt respect by all tha 
maaaben of bia hodaahold, who look up to him 
aa dia bead and faUtaf <>f one gnat liumly. The 
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9on of a 8kTe< bas far graator revore&oo for bia 
chief than he has for fais father, and al onee ran* 
den implicit obedience to mandates issnea bj 
him, that would be altogether neglected or treated 
with indifforenoe if ooimiig from, fa\|i own father. 

Whoso boy you be?*' said I one day to a lad 
*' Foobra be my father,** said be. 

“Nonsense man," I replied “you no be Foo¬ 
bra s son, I wynj Foobra'a children, and I am 
sure you are not one of them/* . 

be true I tell you, FoobnPbe my father ’’ 

" Did Foobra fmnhegat you?" 

^*Ghi, no, my small father mmasi me, Foo¬ 
bra be my big father." 

The still more elagant phrase eaeavU used in 
the very ooarssat ttumiMf, is applied to express 
the same thing, in anollier plaee on this coast. 
The words in italios, of coarse, were not used, 
and the reader will peroeiva the reason of my eub^ 
stitutmg another langiiage. 

In times of peace and plenty, the sorereigns 
of those barbarons sti)M mle with great tyranny, 
particalarly if their mental endowmeats are equal , 
to llieir ombidon, regaidleei of oeAaia traditioM 
and rules which ought to hind thtoni. The **par- 
liament gentlemeo," and pneslB are^e trauMk* 
ten of the oral tndilions gUaded to. The pciMts 
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ftlono, are the receivers of the cabbala relating to 
rohg^on , and the doctors of what has rcicrenco 
t(» their craft I have heard kings declare that 
all the men m their dominions—priests, chiefs, 
and all-^wtTe,so many mggcrh (slaves), and the 
people have at times, either from fear or policy, 
submitted to be treated as little better. The 
rogues, generally, have too much cunning to at¬ 
tempt to crush too many houses at once , but 
whilst they are oppressing one, they ore flattering 
and Winning oVer with favours others to be 
themselves oppressed in their turn 

Kings and Go\ernoTs in the plenitude of their 
power and wealth have sometimes ill trcated wlnte 
men The Anna Pcpple that I mentioned m a for¬ 
mer chapter, when regent, placed a commissioned 
officer of one of his late Majesty's cruisers, along 
iKith an English trader, in irons, for some imag¬ 
inary offence, and sfot for a nativo doctor, or 
an exeoutioser to emasculate them llowover 
the threat was not put into execution, Anna hav¬ 
ing determined otherwise on reflection, perhaps 
having been inflnenoed, in some degree, by his 
head wife and favounte^ slaves to abandon the 
idea: whicha very fortunate after-thoughc 
for himself, y a cruiser afterwards came up to the 
town and read him suc^ a lesson as he never for 
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got, and his head would certainly have been for- 
felted hhd he had the audacity to carry oii/hn 
threat 


One of the most annoying things to a wluto 
trader, is to be compelled to Tgite trust to the 
king and rulers; and that too, to sucli an extent 
as often to embarrass him and cause his deten 


tion 111 the country, causing great loss to the 
owners and also the sacrifice of the health of hii^i' 
self and the crew. If the wished of the great 
man m this matter are not compLcd with, an ex¬ 
ceedingly arbitrary and base practise is resorted to 
called “ putting mark for ship," in other words, 
issuing a proclamation forbidding every person to 
tradi^mth >ou , and doing it in such a way that 
YOU ore perfectly helpless Suppose you have 
been with the king and he has demanded more 
goods on credit than you could with prudence let 
him have, you find next that no one corned 
near your ship If uninitiated into the mysteries 
of blackic's character, vou wonder what is the 
matter, every ship hairing several canoes along- 
bide, but yours If yoi^go on shc^e and ask tho' 
first half-dozen people you meet, the jpason wlw 
no one comes near you, they all testify their ut¬ 
most astonishment—whatever is the matter— 


they never heard of such thing in their lives/- - 
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Yoa parted with the king the day before on ex- 
cell^t terms and therefore proceed to hi/ house 
to lay your complaint before him; which haling 
heard, he^ coolly tells you that he is rery sorry for 
you, but that Ito'cannot help you; if his people 
do not think proper to trade with you» it his not 
hi$ fault; that he, himself, is doing no business, 
or would be glad to treat with you; that all his 
canoes and slaves are at the fair, &o; at the same 

time if an old Ir^der, he knows perfectly well, that 
you know that he has stopped your trade, and 
why he has done so. I never was served in this 
way myself, but I know those who have been so 
treated. What is to be done* It is true he has 
broken a commeroial treaty entered into iMTeen 
the British Government and himself, ratified by 
an officer belonging to one of hex majesty's men- 
of-war^ but bow are you to prove it; there is no¬ 
thing—at least there Vas not a short time ago— 
but either accodingly entirdy to his wishes, or 
making the best arrangement with him you can, 
after whiob, trade goes on ws usual. 

A Frenohisan ^hom trade had been stopped 
in this wf^Y, sent a boat oat into the offing tr 
look for a man-of-war to intraat that she might 
be brought *to his aasistanoe, which was done, 
which so ezaspcntad EbgPepple that be had se- 
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noQS thooghtB of attempting to take her with hia 
war-ctmoea, but who on being remonstrate^ with 
on the madness of sooh a step, ^risely forbore, 
tbongh no doubt he could hare done eo by s^- 
onfioing some scores, or hundieds of Ifvcs add a 
fow war-oanoes. 

The most ingenious devises have been resorted 
to, to extort goods from Europeans. An old and 
successful trader who had two, if not three ships 
in the Bonny nver at the same time, sent one of 
hght draught enough to cross The bar into New 
Calabar to trade, oil being scarce on acoonnt of 
the inhabitants being at war with a state that lay 
between them and the oil market Fepple brought 
a sy^uS charge against him for so doing, but 
the trader was too weQ acquainted with the cus« 
toms of the country to be foiled by the conning 
rogue, and mentioned in his defence the foot of 
two or three traders having done the same in by¬ 
gone years. Find t pieoedent and all is rig^t 
After some palavermg the only thing the king 
eoold say was, that tjm ships the trader aOuded 
lo had only two masts^ while his Jisd throe 
black man is never fastnor a plea when he wai^ 
to c ar r y out any measure that affootsIbiB mtareit, 
or in which his preconodvied notions are eonoem- 
ed In this instanoe faowarm, he did not sneeaed* 
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JJnt m troublesome times, when their country 
IS at ^eLT with some neighbounng state, 02 ^ a peo* 
plo between them and the oil markets, or when 
ilitcmal commotions distract their country , or a 
ertfiser demands; on behalf of a trader, redress 
for some grievanco ; or in consequence of a scar¬ 
city of produce, or when from any other cause 
trade is in a depressed state, and there is danger of 
the profits ansing therefrom, not being sufficient 
to purchase tla? necessaries of life, the burden of 
government becomes too weighty and onerous for 
their kingships Ichabod —Thoir glory is depar¬ 
ted, and they willingly sink into the or 

are too glad to be classed with the chiefs, upon 
whom they endeavour to throw all the're^jfmai- 
bility they possibly can The chiefs are sum- 
monseil to their councils to “jam head” or lay 
their heads together, “parliament gentlemen” 
ore called on to stat^ and expound the law, or 
what is more probable, asidst m devising means 
of evading it, and the pnests offer their a&sis* 
lance The white man tOQ is sometimes pressed 
into then* seijfice, indec^ every available talent 
igid influence is engaged in their behalf. In a 
tlu-ju house, or on a cdiHVenient piece of ground 
in the open siir, the most talented of the aristoc* 
racy harangue their compeers for an hour tego- 

f 
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liicr, (luring which period breathless silcnco ih 
maintaiiw^d, nnd the most marked attention gi^eo 
to the orator He lowers or raises has voice, and 
uhes mild or violent gesticulation*) as Uie subject* 
inspires linn , and in hispcrorulinn^ltaviilg inaHt* 
allusions to the greatness and antiquity of his 
Country, ho sits down amid the ''obimiis' (goud, 
good) of the august assembly The now httle 
great man that probably a few hours before oal 
led these very men his “niggers," has not a word 
{if say ‘ Othello’s occupation’s gone, —the 
stork has become the log of wood—to become the 

stork again the first opportunity that presents 
Itself 


TUB END 
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